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For Not Even His Brothers Believed in Him

John 7:1-5

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you, we praise you, and we bless 

you for of the incredible gift that we are remember ing this 

morning.  Father, I thank you for the gift of the c ross.  I pray 

that this morning as we open up your word as we spe nd time 

meditating on what you've done for us at the cross,  that we would 

have the pleasure and the privilege of your Holy Sp irit guiding us, 

walking us through this, and giving us the ability to take in even 

more of what it is you've done for us.  I pray for the presence of 

your Holy Spirit and again, I pray that you would g ive us the 

ability to make this permanent.  I pray this in Jes us' name.  

Amen.  

Well, as you know, this is the first Sunday of the month, this is 

the Sunday in which we remember Jesus Christ and hi s cross.  And 

Jesus on the night before he died, he met with his disciples and 

there for the last time he celebrated a Passover Su pper, and 

Matthew 26:26-29 describes it.  It says this:  Now as they were 

eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it bro ke it and gave 



it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And 

he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave  it to them, 

saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this is my bl ood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forg iveness of 

sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fr uit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my F ather's 

kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offered them up 

as symbols of his flesh and his blood and then he a sked the 

disciples to eat the bread and to partake of the cu p in order to 

symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  An d then he asked 

them to repeat this remembrance on a regular basis,  and this is 

what we do, we call it "The Lord's Table," we celeb rate it here 

every month, and we do that by meditating on what t he Lord Jesus 

Christ did for us on the cross, we do that by exami ning ourselves, 

allowing God's Holy Spirit to convict us of sin, by  confessing our 

sins and then by participating in the elements.  

John 6:53 says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, tru ly, I say to 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and  drink his 

blood, you have no life in you."  Now we've been fo llowing the life 

of Jesus and we've been working our way through the  Gospel of John 

and we're past the sixth chapter of John, just star ting on the 

seventh chapter, and the sixth chapter represents a  tipping point 

in Jesus' public ministry.  If you recall, in rapid  succession 



Jesus goes from being a miracle worker who fed some  20,000 people 

with five loaves and two fishes, to a miracle walke r, somebody who 

appeared in the middle of the night to his disciple s walking on 

water, to a misunderstood Messiah whose pronounceme nts provoke 

outrage and profound confusion.  Within the course of only a few 

days, Jesus went from refusing to be made into a ki ng to asking his 

disciples in John 6:67:  "Do you also want to go away?"   And 

Peter's response to that question captures what eve ry believer at 

some point will wrestle with, and that is the offen se of believing 

in Jesus.  And whether it 's the spiritual offense o f being told 

that my goodness is just not good enough or whether  it 's the social 

offense of living in a broken and fallen world wher e justice is 

often delayed or denied, or whether it 's the person al offense of 

trying to live a life that's pleasing to Jesus whil e you're getting 

kicked in the teeth.  The fact is, there's going to  come a time in 

every single believer's life when that question is going to loom as 

well.  The question is "Do you want to go away as well?"   In John 

6:68, Simon Peter answers:  "Lord, who will we go to?  You have the 

words of eternal life?  We have come to believe and  know that you 

are the Holy One of God!"   What Peter is saying there is Jesus, 

we've got nowhere else to go.  There's no other opt ions for us 

because there is no other options for people of fai th.  In fact, 

anyone who has not been given the gift of faith by God himself will 

eventually find some other option.  They will event ually find Jesus 



so offensive and find the pressures so great that h e or she will 

walk away.  They may still come to church, they may  still 

participate regularly but they have left their hear t, they have 

left their passion, they have left the desire to se rve, they have 

left their first love.  

John chapter 6 is about the wholesale rejection of Christ by the 

multitudes, and you could call it the macro rejecti on.  What we're 

going to be looking at in John chapter 7 is more a series of micro 

rejections, and they begin first with Jesus' own fa mily.  John 

7:1-5 says this:  After this Jesus went about in Galilee.  He would 

not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seekin g to kill him.  

Now the Jew's Feast of Booths was at hand.  So his brothers said to 

him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that your discipl es also may see 

the works you are doing.  For no one works in secre t if he seeks to 

be known openly.  If you do these things, show your self to the 

world."  For not even his brothers believed in him.   

Well, a couple of quick explanations.  First of all , the Feast of 

Booths, this was a mandatory gathering of the Jews and it was in 

order to celebrate the time when they lived in the desert and 

hastily assembled booths, hastily assembled artific es that they 

just lived in temporarily and this is something tha t they did after 

they escaped from Egypt.  And so huge numbers of Je ws were 



assembling in Judea in order to celebrate this feas t.  Second fact 

is that Jesus did in fact have four brothers, child ren of Mary and 

Joseph that he was born and raised with.  In Matthe w 13:54 it says 

this:  And coming to his hometown, he -- that's Jesus  -- taught 

them in their synagogues, so that they were astonis hed, and said, 

"Where did this man get his wisdom and these mighty  works?  Is not 

this the carpenter's son?  Is not his mother called  Mary?  And are 

not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Jud as?  And are not 

all his sisters with us?  Where then did this man g et all these 

things?"   

All right.  We know so far that his brothers at thi s point are 

non-believers because the scripture makes that clea r in verse 5, it 

says, For not even his brothers believed in him.   I think what we 

can't really imagine is how that could have happene d.  What must it 

have been like to grow up in a typical family with God as your big 

brother?  I mean, what is it l ike to brush your tee th every night 

with God?  How in the world does that happen?  How do you do your 

daily chores with God?  How do you sit at breakfast , lunch and 

dinner with the flawless God man Jesus?  You know, never once did 

Jesus ever do anything less than morally perfect.  In the games 

that he played, in the chores that he had to do and  the disciplines 

that he had to endure, Jesus did them all flawlessl y.  There was 

one refrain that I can remember hearing and saying all the time as 



I was growing up whenever I fought with my brothers  and sisters, 

and it was the phrase, "Oh, I bet you think you're perfect."  Have 

you ever heard that?  What must it have been like i f that person 

was perfect?  Scripture makes that claim of Christ.   In 2 

Corinthians 5:21 it says:  For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the rig hteousness of 

God.   Now, apparently that did not matter to Jesus' bro thers.  

Now, we can't tell from the scripture this morning what level of 

unbelief his brothers possessed, but their attitude  certainly 

seemed to mirror that of the crowds that Jesus had just dismissed.  

These were the crowds that now turned on Jesus.  Th e reason for 

Jesus' fall from grace lay in his insistence on spe aking the truth 

to the crowds that were surrounding him, and to the m, he very 

matter of factly pointed out that their interest in  him lay 

primarily in what they could get from him, that the y found him a 

useful God, they found him useful for food, they fo und him useful 

for protection, for healing from diseases and from the potential he 

had as a political Messiah, but they clearly did no t get Jesus at 

all.  And his brothers seem to mirror the attitude of the crowds.  

They knew that Jesus was clearly extraordinary but they too were 

only looking for a God who was useful.  It says:  So his brothers 

said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that your  disciples may 

also see the works you are doing.  For no one works  in secret if he 



seeks to be known openly.  If you do these things, show yourself to 

the world."   Jesus, you've got skill, you've got talent, why i n the 

world do you want to be shut up in this two-bit tow n when you can 

go to Judea and really make a name for yourself.  J esus' own 

brothers, the members of his own household did not begin to get who 

he was.  We say how could that be?  How could they not know who he 

was?  Well, the first thing this points out is the absolute 

impossibility of coming to know Jesus Christ on you r own.  You 

could not know Jesus more intimately than his broth ers did.  You 

couldn't have come closer to the perfection that wa s Jesus than his 

brothers did, and yet for all practical purposes th ey were as 

clueless as anyone else in that crowd.  

Jesus responded to a similar lack of faith in John 10.  In this 

case it was unbelieving Jews, and he gave them ther e the reason for 

their unbelief.  This is what he said in John 10:  And Jesus was 

walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon.   So the Jews 

gathered around him and said to him, "How long will  you keep us in 

suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."   Jesus answered 

them, "I told you, and you do not believe.  The wor ks that I do in 

my Father's name bare witness about me."   Now, this was just a 

slightly different flavor of unbelief from the unbe lief that Jesus 

received from his brothers.  See, the Jews said "If you are the 

Christ, tell us plainly,"  and his own brothers said, "Leave here 



and go to Judea, that your disciples may also see t he works you are 

doing.  For no one works in secret if he seeks to b e known openly.  

If you do these things, show yourself to the world. "   Same 

non-belief, just different non-believers.  Jesus te lls them why, 

why they don't believe in the very next verse.  Ver se 26 says:  

"But you do not believe because you are not part of  my flock.  My 

sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follo w me.  I give 

them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand."   

Now it's very important here not to get the word or der wrong.  

Jesus didn't say "but you're not part of my flock b ecause you don't 

believe," as if the key to being one of Jesus' shee p is coming up 

with a requisite amount of faith on your own.  No, in fact Jesus 

said just the opposite.  He said, "But you do not believe because 

you are not one of my flock.  My sheep hear my voic e, and I know 

them, and they follow me."   You see, Jesus' own brothers were as 

close as they could possibly be to the Savior and y et they might as 

well have been a million miles away.  They were not  at that time 

part of his flock and they couldn't at that time he ar his voice 

because that ability is supernatural, that ability is a gift from 

God, and it is given so that God alone will receive  the ultimate 

glory for each and every saint who does come to kno w him. 



Ephesians 1:4 says this, it says:  He chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and  blameless 

before him.  In love he predestined us for adoption  as sons through 

Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  to the praise 

of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us  in the 

Beloved.   You see, God raises up his sheep not for their sa ke but 

for his sake.  He has chosen us for adoption as sons so that we 

might be to the praise of his glorious grace.   And that, folks, is 

why we are here.  That's why we exist.  Ten thousan d years from now 

there is not going to be one single trace of anythi ng that you and 

I did that was not to the praise of his glorious gr ace.  A hundred 

years from now there's not going to be a trace.  As  the song says: 

"Only one life so soon it will pass, only what's do ne for Christ 

will last."  Now if these words make any sense to y ou at all, it's 

only because you are one of his sheep.  It 's becaus e you hear his 

voice, and because you hear his voice, you are comp elled to follow 

him.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I'd lik e us to spend 

some time considering how you came to follow him.  Just consider 

the abundance of grace that has been shed on you.  Also consider 

what Jesus it is that you are following, and consid er also this 

warning that God gives in 1 Corinthians 11:28, he s ays this:  But 

let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of th e bread and 



drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks in an  unworthy manner 

eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning  the Lord's 

body.  For this reason many are weak and sick among  you, and many 

sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, we would n ot be judged.  

But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lor d, that we may 

not be condemned with the world.   You know, each service, each 

remembrance service at this time I remind us that c ommunion is 

extremely serious business, and to enter into it in  an unworthy 

manner is to literally court disaster, and that if you are not 

absolutely confident you are a child of the King, j ust pass the 

elements on when they come to you.  I say it each m onth, I said 

nobody's going to think you're weird, nobody's goin g to think 

you're strange; in fact they'll think you're wise.  But on the 

other hand, we can also make the mistake of thinkin g that unless we 

are spotlessly perfect we are unworthy to receive c ommunion, and 

that, too, is a mistake.  Being a child of the King  does not mean 

that we don't sin and that we never fail; it means that when we do 

fail, we are aware of the fact that we have sinned because God's 

spirit is inside us, convicting us.  And so we grie ve as children 

who know that we have a Father who longs to forgive  us and cleanse 

us.  And God says this in 1 John 1:9, he says:  If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin s and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.   You see, being a child of the King 

does not mean that we are without sin.  What it mea ns is that we 



know that when we sin, we have an advocate, somebod y who is 

speaking for us, we have an advocate with the Fathe r.  1 John 2:1 

says:  My dear children, I write this to you so that you w ill not 

sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father 

-- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   So because we have Jesus' 

righteousness and not our own, we are free to eat f rom the table.  

So if you love your Lord, don't deny yourself the p rivilege that 

Jesus Christ purchased for you.  Take a couple of m inutes, as the 

bread comes by, to consider the miracle that enable d you to be part 

of the flock of Jesus.  You hear the voice his own brothers could 

not hear even though they lived with him.  You foll ow the 

Shepherd.  You are more privileged than you could p ossibly 

imagine.  Just think on that for a bit.  

1 Corinthians, the 11 chapter, the 23rd verse says this, it says:  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took b read, and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This i s my body which 

is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   So take and eat.  

Have you ever met someone, perhaps even shared the gospel with 

someone whose reaction made you think in a million years this 

person will never, never come to Christ?  Has that ever happened to 

you?  I remember the first person I ever witnessed to.  It was 



almost 40 years ago, Janice and I had just arrived in San 

Francisco, I was going to school there and she had a cousin, her 

cousin Bob, who lived in the city and he was going to kind of 

helped us get acclimated.  So we visited with Jan's  cousin Bob.  We 

went over to his apartment and there was a number o f people there 

whom we all met, and in the course of the conversat ion, I began to 

share with these people how Jesus Christ had turned  my life upside 

down.  I had been a Christian about two or three we eks at the 

time.  I was beyond naive when it came to sharing t he gospel.  I 

only knew one thing; I knew that I was a sinner on his way to hell, 

I knew that Jesus Christ had come down, that he had  lived a perfect 

life and offered up that life for me at the cross a nd that I was 

now given eternal life, and so I just -- I just sha red that with 

these four or five people.  Remember, this is 40 ye ars ago back in 

the hippy days.  So response to that gospel of thes e people that I 

had just met was to mock it and me, but I didn't re ally -- I didn't 

care at all.  I was just so blown away by what Jesu s had done in my 

life.  They were all sitting around smoking pot at the time, as a 

matter of fact, and so as we were sitting around, I  remember one of 

them challenged me to get Jesus to light his joint for him and that 

was kind of his response to how I had presented the  gospel.  

Needless to say, it was not exactly the greatest pr esentation of 

all time, not the most rousing success, but a month  -- about a 

month later, we had gotten established in the city,  we had our own 



apartment, and we wanted to invite Bob over for din ner.  And so I 

called him up, and I said, "Bob, we'd love to have you over for 

dinner.  Could you make it -- could you make it thi s Friday?"  And 

there was a pause, and he said, "No, that's not goo d for me."  So I 

said, "Well, could you make it Saturday?"  Pause ag ain, he said, 

"No, no, that won't work."  So I said to him, I sai d, "Well, Bob, 

what day would be good for you?"  And there was a p regnant pause 

and then he said, "Actually, to tell you the truth,  no day would be 

good for me."  You know, I love that phrase when th ey say now 

"awkward."  Awkward.  There was this awkward pause,  and I said to 

him, "Okay, Bob, if you ever change your mind, we'd  love to have 

dinner with you."  I hung up the phone and I said t o Janice, "That 

guy will never enter the kingdom of God." 

You know, when we read John 7, we come upon the unb elief of Jesus' 

brothers and we are tempted to read the exact same conclusion into 

it because we cannot imagine a scenario in which Je sus could be 

more compelling than the one which they had already  had.  I mean, 

they had grown up with Jesus every single day of th eir lives and it 

still wasn't enough.  Again, let me repeat.  So his brother said to 

him, "Leave here and go to Judea that your disciple s may also see 

the works you are doing, for no one works in secret  if he seeks to 

be known openly.  If you do these things, show your self to the 

world."  For not even his brothers believed in him.   Now they were 



either so cynical that they didn't believe in him a t all and they 

wanted to take the opportunity of the crowds to pro ve to themselves 

and to the world that their brother Jesus was a fra ud, or more 

likely they believed in him just like the crowds be lieved in him, 

you know, they believed that he was useful that he was perhaps a 

healer, a provider, a potential political leader, b ut certainly not 

the Son of God, certainly not the Messiah.  One thi ng we know for 

certain is that scripture itself referred to them a s unbelievers.  

And Jesus told us if you are not part of his flock,  you will not 

hear his voice and you will not follow him.  

But that begs a very important question.  The quest ion is this.  

How does anybody on this earth ever know who is goi ng to be part of 

his flock?  God sovereignly saves his elect, but th ere is none of 

us on planet earth who are privy to what that group  and who that 

group actually is.  This is what Jesus said at the end of Matthew 

28.  It says:  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go there fore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the nam e of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching the m to observe all 

that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with y ou always, to 

the end of the age."   You see, our marching orders -- and those are 

our marching orders, that applies to every single o ne of us -- our 

marching orders do not include deciding who we thin k God's sheep 



are.  We are to broadcast the gospel wholesale to e very tribe, 

tongue and nation.  God does the choosing retail.  But he does it.  

We often think that we can know who Jesus chooses, and that's 

because I think we think naturally instead of super naturally.  

After Jesus had this confrontation with the rich yo ung ruler, we 

know that the young man went away sad, that he went  away dejected 

because Jesus had told him in Luke 18 this, he said :  "One thing 

you still lack.  Sell all that you have and distrib ute it to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and com e, follow me."  

But when he heard these things, he became very sad,  for he was 

extremely rich.  Jesus, seeing that he had become s ad, said, "How 

difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 

God!  For it is easier for a camel to go through th e eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."   I 

think we miss the impact of that statement because in Jesus' day 

everyone thought that the wealthy were only wealthy  because God had 

specially blessed them.  So they thought if it 's di fficult for a 

rich person to enter the kingdom of God, how much m ore difficult is 

it going to be for me?  I'm just a regular schmoe, I mean, how in 

the world can I get in if the rich aren't going to get in?  And we 

see that in verse 26, it says this:  Those who heard it said, "Then 

who can be saved?"  But he  -- that's Jesus -- said, "What is 

impossible with men is possible with God."  "What i s impossible 



with men is possible with God."   

You see, it was impossible to imagine that Jesus' b rothers who had 

been exposed to Jesus their entire lives would sudd enly begin to 

see their older brother as God in the flesh.  That' s just what 

happened.  It turns out that they had all been chos en of God but it 

was all in God's timing and not ours.  You see, we know that Jesus' 

brothers were all miraculously converted after Jesu s had ascended 

into heaven.  They were among the hundred and twent y that were 

assembled in the upper room when the Holy Spirit de scended on 

them.  Acts 1:14 says:  And all these with one accord were devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with the women and M ary the mother 

of Jesus, and his brothers.   And furthermore we know that James 

became the bishop of the church at Jerusalem and th at Judas wrote 

the book of Jude.  You see, "What is impossible with men is 

possible with God."   

Jesus said in Matthew 22:  "For many are called, but few are 

chosen."  What does that mean?  What does it mean to be chose n of 

God?  What it means is to be given ears to hear and  eyes to see.  

Practically speaking, what that means is that the d ots of the 

gospel story begin to connect.  Jesus begins to mak e sense.  God 

becomes the reason why I'm here.  And we don't do i t.  God does 

it.  And why does he do it?  He does it for the pra ise of his 



glory, not ours.  It 's not something reserved for t he wealthy or 

the intelligent or the well-connected.  In fact, it  is usually the 

exact opposite, it is God as it were reaching into the very bottom 

of the barrel and pulling you and me out and saying  to the rest of 

the universe, "Look how My grace can transform this  person."  

Listen to what 1 Corinthians 1:26 says.  It says:  For consider 

your calling, brothers:  Not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many  were of noble 

birth.  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, even t hings that are 

not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that n o human being 

might boast in the presence of God.  And because of  him you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, rig hteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is wr itten, "Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord."   

You see, this is God saying to us as he says in Rom ans 9:15:  "I 

will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I wi ll have 

compassion on whom I have compassion."  So then it depends not on 

human will or exertion, but on God who has mercy.   That last line 

is incredibly important.  What God is saying is my mercy is not 

dependent on your will or your exertion, but on my efforts alone.  

We have to bear that in mind, because too often we think naturally 



instead of supernaturally.  

Sometime around the year 2000 we were living in Gre enville, we'd 

been there for over 20 years, I got a phone call fr om somebody I 

hadn't spoken to in many, many years.  I'm sure you  can guess who 

it was.  It was Jan's cousin Bob.  He couldn't wait  to tell me that 

Jesus Christ had become the Lord of his life.  He c ouldn't wait to 

tell me that after years and years of wandering in the deserts, the 

dots of the gospel suddenly began to line up, his e yes began to 

see, his ears began to hear, something he could not  hear from me 40 

years earlier.  Now I had completely written him of f.  He went on 

to tell me that even the guy who asked me to ask Je sus to light his 

joint gave his life to Christ years later.  Amazing .  Now it was a 

very joyful but a very humbling experience, and it taught me 

something about the way God advances His kingdom.  You see, whether 

it's Janice's brother -- Jesus' brothers or Janice' s cousin, 

there's no one that is too hard for God.  No one is  beyond his 

reach.  

As the elders come forward to distribute the cup, I 'd like us to 

spend some time considering how, when, or even if w e share the 

gospel.  You know, people wrongly conclude that if you believe that 

God sovereignly chooses his sheep, then you will be  disinclined to 

share the gospel.  After all, God is going to do wh at God is going 



to do, so what do I have to do with it?  Well, ther e are two simple 

words to describe that attitude, the words are "sin ful 

disobedience," 'cause that's what it is; it's sinfu l disobedience.  

You see, there's a flip side of understanding the s overeignty of 

God's choice, and the flip side is the boldness of realizing that 

this is a supernatural enterprise that God has prea rranged from 

before the dawning of time itself.  And all God ask s of you is an 

honest presentation of the facts.  We are lost sinn ers, God has 

provided a perfect sacrifice in his Son, we by fait h in his Son 

appropriate that sacrifice and find everlasting lif e.  There you 

go.  That's it in a nutshell.  Now, I remember thin king that my 

first gospel presentation was a complete and utter disaster.  Turns 

out I was mistaken.  You know, it may have taken de cades to 

complete but it was all part of God's plan.  

Jesus Christ according to Philippians 2 says this:  Though he was 

in the form of God, did not count equality with God  a thing to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.  And being found  in human form, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the poin t of death, even 

death on a cross.   Now, sharing that gospel is something that Jesus 

calls each and every one of us here to, and it is a  supernatural 

undertaking.  Paul describes the process this way i n 1 Corinthians 



3, he says:  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth .  

So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anyth ing, but only 

God who gives the growth.   So let us consider Jesus, let us 

consider his birth, his life, his sacrifice, his re surrection and 

his command, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I ha ve commanded 

you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."   

Consider what great a privilege God has purchased f or us.  Consider 

also what great a responsibility we have.  Take som e time to 

meditate.  

1 Corinthians 11:25 says this:  In the same manner He also took the 

cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new cove nant in my 

blood.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remem brance of me."   

So take and drink.  

This is the part of the service that I call heads, hands and feet 

because it's the part where we try to understand so me more of the 

practical ways that we can remember Jesus Christ, a nd I was just 

thinking about this incident that I described today  that happened 

20 years ago, I was thinking of another incident th at happened more 

recently, it was about six years ago, actually when  I was still 

by vocationally, I was still doing work, and I was building a 



kitchen for this fellow, and he was -- he was a pag an's pagan.  He 

loved to argue and he loved to discuss things and s o we would 

often -- I'd start off going to work on his kitchen , designing 

things and putting things in, et cetera, and we'd w ind up sideways 

speaking for hours and hours just about the gospel and how weird 

Christians were.  That was his take.  And I remembe r, I knew I had 

earned his confidence when after about a week or tw o he invited me 

to go to a topless bar with him.  So we had a good conversation 

about the poor people that wind up going to those p laces, and you 

know, I said to him, I said, "Every girl in there i s some daddy's 

daughter.  How do you feel about that?"  "Oh, you'r e just weird."  

That's what he thought.  So we had these conversati ons that went on 

for oh, a couple of months.  Like I said, this was six years ago.  

And he's another guy that I said to Janice, I mean,  he was -- he 

was of all things a musician, and you know musician s, I mean, come 

on, he was -- and he was a prominent, he was a back up to a very 

famous rock singer, and so he was very much in that  world, and I 

said to Janice, "This is another lost cause.  This guy's -- this 

guy's gone."  And that was six years ago, and about  two years ago I 

was in the house and Janice got the phone and she s aid -- she spoke 

for a minute or so, she said, "George is on the pho ne."  I didn't 

know what George it was.  So I picked up the phone,  and it was a 

guy's voice on the phone, he said, "I just want you  to know I 

bought it."  That's all he said.  "Okay.  What did you buy?"  



"Jesus Christ."  "What?"  He said, "Jesus Christ is  my Lord and my 

Savior."  "Who are you?"  "Oh, George!"  And once a gain, it was the 

same kind of thing, I mean, it 's like God saying "I  make these 

decisions, not you.  In my time, not yours."  It tu rns out this guy 

is on fire.  I mean, I just talked to somebody rece ntly, he's in a 

worship team for a church around here, just on fire .  I would have 

said in a million years, never.  

So what I would like you to do this morning, there' s two things I 

would like you to think of this morning, two people  I would like 

you to think of.  We're going to pray to conclude o ur service but 

what I would like you to do is envision in your own  mind the person 

you think most likely to become a Christian, and th e person least 

likely to become a Christian.  I want you to get a vision in your 

own mind of those two people, the person who you sa y in a million 

years, this person will never come to Christ.  And I want to pray 

because I believe that God wants to do great things  through every 

single one of us.  Discipleship is not for professi onals.  

Discipleship is for each and every one of us, and i t starts with 

praying, actively seeking God's will.  So what I wo uld like us to 

do is envision these two people, and I'm going to p ray with us, and 

then I would like you all to be sensitive, just tun ed in, say God, 

when the opportunity presents itself, don't say,  o h, I don't have 

the Ph.D. in theology, I don't have the Bible memor ized, you do 



whatever you need to do.  I was lost; Jesus found m e.  That's where 

you start.  Everybody can start there.  And you jus t trust that God 

is going to give you the words.  Okay?  Let's pray.   

Father God, I do thank you.  I thank you for the lo ve that you give 

to us that is completely unconditional.  I thank yo u that if we had 

to earn that love, if we had to earn the grace that  brought us into 

your flock, we would never get there.  I thank you that our will 

and our exertion amounts to nothing but it 's all yo ur mercy.  And 

Father, this morning as we are thinking of differen t individuals 

who might come to know Jesus or would never, never come to know 

Jesus, I want to pray that you would give each and every one of us 

a vision for what it is you have called us to do.  It is not our 

task to make people -- make people Christians.  It is our task to 

be ambassadors for you, to speak the truth in love as we know it, 

as we understand it, and that means we don't have t o have a Ph.D. 

in Theology, we just have to know that we are lost sinners and that 

Jesus Christ is God's provision for sin, and that a t the cross he 

traded his perfection, his righteousness for our si n.  Father, I 

pray for individuals.  I pray for opportunities.  I  pray for each 

of us as we go through the next week or two weeks o r month, that 

somebody will say something and it will trigger in our mind this 

prayer that we're praying this morning, that we'll say, "Oh, maybe 

this is God trying to tell me something" and that w e'll have that 



extra little measure of faith that says God grant m e the ability to 

just blurt out whatever it is I need to blurt out a nd just take it 

from there, just trust that God knows what he's doi ng.  I pray this 

in Jesus' name.  Amen.  


