
Gal. 6:14-16  ””

For the Children: Do you sometimes boast?  Boasting is when you tell others how great you are – at sports, 
studies, art or music.  You tell others about how good or gifted you are, especially compared to other people.  We 
learn at an early age that boasting is not good.  But there is a kind of boasting that is good: when we tell others 
how good and great the Lord Jesus is.  We can boast about how His work on the cross shows how great and good
He is, in the hope that others will praise Him too.  Questions: What are some things you have boasted about?  
What is wrong with boasting?  How can we show that we are boasting in the cross?

Introduction:

First Point: No Boasting
1) A Strong Reaction: The apostle uses a strong exclamation, “May it never be!”” – to distance himself from 

the idea of boasting in his own merits.  Boasting in the creature is always wrong, but especially when it is 
“religious” boasting – thinking we can earn God’s favour by our good deeds.  Often these deeds are 
merely external rituals, as here with circumcision.

2) The Implications of Boasting: To boast in this way is to imply that our deeds are not compromised by sin, 
and that Jesus’ death on the cross was not sufficient to cover all our sins – we need to add some 
meritorious acts.  Focusing on external acts rather than the heart is also a problem.  Even though the 
apostle had more reason than most to boast in this wrong way, he regards all his “achievements” as 
rubbish in comparison with what the Lord Jesus supplies (2 Cor. 11:21f; Phlp. 3:4-8).

3) The Implication of Christ’s Fulfillment: In addition, now that Christ has fulfilled what the OT rites 
foreshadowed, these external rites are no longer “anything” – anything religiously significant.  Neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision are anything.  Neither are the passing things of this life – money, power, 
fame, etc.  The cross has changed our relationship to the world and these things: We have been crucified 
to the world and it to us.  Knowing Christ is all-important and He is all-sufficient.

Second Point: Except in the Cross
1) An Exception: Boasting in self is wrong; but boasting in Christ and His work (the cross) is not.  For the 

latter gives glory to God, while the former tries to glorify the creature.

2) An Ironical Contrast: The cross was abhorrent to Romans and Jews and foolishness to the Greeks (1 Cor.
1:23; Dt. 21:23/Gal. 3:13).  For it reminds them that they are sinners who cannot save themselves but 
must depend totally on God’s mercy.  While the cross is almost “unmentionable” to unbelievers, it is the 
boast of the believer, and the other things are the rubbish.  To boast in the cross is to boast in God, His 
Person and work through Jesus Christ.

3) The Nature of Our Boasting: To boast in this proper way is to glorify or praise the Lord for Who He is and 
what He has done.  We praise and thank God for this great demonstration of His grace and love toward 
us; we humble ourselves before Him in light of our sin and His mercy; we proclaim the way of salvation 
and the Saviour; and seek to live in the light of the way of salvation.  We do so against the opposition of a 
world that is dead to us and we to it.  We thank the Lord for the outcome of the cross – mercy and peace 
in our relationship with God and with each other – for all spiritual Israel.

Conclusion: 




