
How to Avoid a Colossal Mistake 
 

 
1.  It’s a Mistake Not to Believe God 
Daniel 3:1   
Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of 
Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
 
Revelation 13:18   
Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore 
and six. 
 
2.  It’s a Mistake to Mislead Others 
Daniel 3:2-7   
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 3  Then the princes, the 
governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the 
dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they 
stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4  Then an herald 
cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 5  That 
at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 6  And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. 7  Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the 
nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  
 

Jeremiah 51:59; 61-64   
The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah … when he went 
with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. 
And this Seraiah was a quiet prince…. 61  And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When 
thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words; 62  Then 
shalt thou say, O LORD, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that 
none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for  

 
ever. 63  And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that 
thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates: 64  And 
thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will 
bring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.  
 

3.  It’s a Mistake to Make the Godly an Ultimatum 
Daniel 3:8-15   
Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. 9  

They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 10  Thou, 
O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, 
shall fall down and worship the golden image: 11  And whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. 12  There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, 
have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 13  Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury 
commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. 14  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor 
worship the golden image which I have set up? 15  Now if ye be ready that at 
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I 
have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out 
of my hands?  
 

4.  It’s No Mistake to Side with God 
Daniel 3:16-18   
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17  If it be so, 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18  But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.  
 
Job 13:15   
Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways 
before him.  

Pastor Jim Scudder, Jr.                                         March 14, 2021 


