
“What Is a Deaconess?”
ROMANS 16:1-2



Romans 16:1–2 (ESV)

1 I commend to you our sister 

Phoebe, a servant (diakonon) of 
the church at Cenchreae, 

2 that you may welcome her in the 

Lord in a way worthy of the saints, 

and help her in whatever she may 

need from you, for she has been a 

patron of many and of myself as 

well.



I. Phoebe a Model Deaconess 
(Romans 16:1-2)

II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 
“the Women” (1 Timothy 3:11)

III. Bethel’s “Deaconesses”



I. Phoebe a Model Deaconess

Romans 16:1–2 (ESV)

1 I commend to you our sister 

Phoebe, a servant (diakonon) of 

the church at Cenchreae, 

2 that you may welcome her in the 

Lord in a way worthy of the saints, 

and help her in whatever she may 

need from you, for she has been a 

patron of many and of myself as 

well.



II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 
“the Women”

1 Timothy 3:11 (ESV)

11 Their wives likewise must be 

dignified, not slanderers, but sober-

minded, faithful in all things.



II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 
“the Women”

1 Timothy 3:11 (NASB95)

11 Women must likewise be 

dignified, not malicious gossips, but 

temperate, faithful in all things.



II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 

“the Women” 

1 Timothy 3:11 (NIV)

11 In the same way, the women are 

to be worthy of respect, not 

malicious talkers but temperate 

and trustworthy in everything.



II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 

“the Women” 

1 Timothy 3:11 (RSV)

11 The women likewise must be 

serious, no slanderers, but 

temperate, faithful in all things.



II. Paul Addresses Deaconesses as 
“the Women”

1 Timothy 3:11 (ESV)

11 Their wives likewise must be 

dignified, not slanderers, but sober-

minded, faithful in all things.



III. Bethel’s “Deaconesses”

“Suitable helpers with Servant 
hearts”


