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I. Paul Opposes Peter - Gal. 2:11-14 

A. Context and Background 
1. There wasn’t a New Testament 
2. Gentile Salvation was new (Acts 10-11) 

            3. Keeping the law was biblical (Gen. 17:10; Lev. 12:2; Acts 10:28) 
            4. The New Covenant was new (Eph. 2:11-3:6) 

B. Location (Gal. 2:11a) 
                        1. Antioch of Syria 

a. 3rd largest city with 1 million people with about 65,000 Jews 
b. Architectural splendor and strategic political importance 

C. Opposition (Gal. 2:11b) - “Opposed him to his face” - James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9 
D. Condemnation (Gal. 2:11c) 

             1. Peter’s Prior Boldness 
a. Pentecost (Acts 2) 
b. Healing of beggar (Acts 3) 

                        2. Peter’s Prior Knowledge 
a. Vision (Acts 10:13-15) 
b. Cornelius (Acts 10:28-29) 
c. Explanation (Acts 11:1-15) 
d. Paul’s presentation of the gospel to Apostles (Gal. 2:1-10) 

                        3. “Stood condemned” 
II. The Hypocrisy - Gal. 2:12 

A. The “circumcision party” prohibited (Gal. 2:12a)  
             1. Eating with Gentiles (Acts 11:3; Luke 15:2) 
             2. Going into Gentile’s home (John 18:28) 

B. Peter was eating with Gentiles before circumcision party arrived (Gal. 2:12b) 
1. Early church likely practiced the Lord’s Supper at every meal- to avoid or exclude 
Gentiles meant no Lord’s supper 

                        2. Peter first avoids - to avoid or shrink back 
                        3. Then Peter separates himself - to separate or exclude 

C. Motivation for Peter’s Hypocrisy – fear (Gal. 2:12c) 
III. The Result of the Hypocrisy - Gal. 2:13 

A. Hypocrisy - to pretend or play a part 
             1. Resulted in the rest of the Jews to do the same (Gal. 2:13a) 
             2. Resulted in Barnabas being led astray (Gal. 2:13b) 

a. Barnabas was Paul’s “right-hand” man  
b. Barnabas introduced Paul to the disciples (Acts 9:26-27) 
c. He went with Paul to Cypress, Antioch, Iconium, and back to Antioch - Acts 13:4, 
13; 14:1, 8, 24 

IV. The Rebuke by Paul - Gal. 2:14 
A. Paul sees their (Peter, Jews, and Barnabas) conduct is wrong (Gal. 2:14a)  
B. Not walking straight - to walk uprightly, correctly, carefully 
C. Paul exposes Peter’s Hypocrisy (Gal. 2:14b) 

IV. Conclusion 
 
 
 



Cross References 
 
Genesis 17:10 
  
10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every 
male among you shall be circumcised. 
 
Leviticus 12:2 
  
2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then she shall be 
unclean seven days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 
 
Acts 10:28 
  
28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. 
 
Ephesians 2:11-3:6 
  
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us 
both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 
18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being 
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that 
was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 
briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 
James 4:7 
  
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 
  
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 
 
 



Acts 10:13-15 
  
13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I 
have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second 
time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 
 
Acts 10:28-29 
  
28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. 
29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent for me.” 
 
Acts 11:1-15 
  
11 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 
saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to 
them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great 
sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it 
closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 
And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from 
Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in 
his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a 
message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 
 
Galatians 2:1-10 
  
2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I 
went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed 
influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had 
not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a 
Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we 
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission 
even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And from those who 
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I 
say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been 
entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the 
circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also 
through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that 
we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, 
the very thing I was eager to do. 
 
Acts 11:3 
  
3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 



 
Luke 15:2 
  
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 
John 18:28 
  
28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early morning. 
They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat 
the Passover. 
 
Acts 9:26-27 
  
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of 
him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at 
Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 
 
Acts 13:4 
  
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
 
Acts 13:13 
  
13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left 
them and returned to Jerusalem, 
 
Acts 14:1 
  
14 Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great 
number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 
 
Acts 14:8 
  
8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth and had 
never walked. 
 
Acts 14:24 
  
24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 
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