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1.       The Doctrine of Justification — But the just 
           A.   There is a division among all peoples into two groups — But

1)  Those who remain in their sins — is not upright
2)  Those who are justified — but the just 
3)  Apart from these two categories, there is no other eternal 
     distinction (Mt 25:31-33; Rom 2:14-16) 

         B.  What does it mean to be Just? — the just
1)  This does not mean we are inherently righteous (Rom 3:10-11)
2)  Heidelberg Catechism 60, How are you righteous before God? Only 
     by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience ac-
     cuses me of having grievously sinned against all God’s com-
     mandments, of never having kept any of them, and of still be-
     ing inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without any merit of 
     my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the 
     perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if 
     I had never sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as 
     perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me — if only I 
     accept this gift with a believing heart. (Gen 48:13-14, 17-19a; 
     2 Cor 5:21)

         C.  Uses from the Text
1)  We must examine ourselves.
2)  We may have a true assurance of our pardon and justification 
     (Jn 3:36)
3)  Such an assurance is the greatest blessing we should pursue 
     and may receive particularly on the Lord’s Day (Psa 32:1-2)

11.     The Life of the Justified — Shall live 
           A.  The eternal life of the justified — shall live

1)  Those who are just are clothed in the righteousness of Christ, 
      having that wedding garment required for the Marriage Sup-
      per of the Lamb (Rev 19:7-8)
2)  Heidelberg Catechism 58, How does the article concerning ‘life ever-
      lasting’ comfort you? Even as I already now experience in my 
      heart the beginning of eternal joy, so after this life I will have 
      perfect blessedness such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

      no heart has ever imagined: a blessedness in which to praise 
     God eternally.

        B.  The temporal life of the justified — shall live
1)  The doctrine of sanctification
      a)  We are not identified with our sins (Gal 2:20)
      b)  We are to put off our sins and put on righteousness 

(Rom 6:13)
2)  Obedience is the fruit of faith (James 2:18; WCF 11.2)

         C.  Uses from the Text
1)  Let us delight in considering upon our hope in heaven, par-
      ticularly on the Lord’s Day (Heb 11:13)
2)  Let us walk in faithfulness to the Lord our God.  

111.   The Means of Justification — By his faith 
          A.  By faith alone — By his faith

1)  Our works cannot justify us
      a)  Because we are already guilty of the whole law, and God 

demands perpetual obedience.
      b)  Because our good works are still filled with weakness and 

sin, and God demands perfect obedience (Isa 64:6a)
2)  We are justified through faith alone (Rom 3:28) Heidelberg 
      Catechism 61, Why do you say that through faith alone you are 
      righteous? Not because I please God by the worthiness of my 
      faith, for only Christ’s satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness 
      are my righteousness before God, and I can receive this 
      righteousness and make it mine in no other way than by 
      faith alone’. 

         B.  The comfort of this doctrine: Faith is the means of justification, 
  Christ is the grounds. 
1)  We are not justified by the strength of our faith (Mk 9:24). 
2)  We are not justified by the purity of our faith and life. 

         C.  Uses from the Text
1)  Christ is truly and freely offered in the Gospel (Isa 55:1, 3)
2)  Consider the absolute faithfulness of God (2 Tim 2:13)
3)  Continue to walk in such faith (Heb 10:36-39
4)  Continue to cultivate faith through the means of grace 
      (1 Pt 2:2-3)


