
Reception of God’s Provision - John 13:20      5-8-22 
 There are a couple of illustrations that show how we can receive God’s provision for us 
that can lead us into today’s subject matter, but as I draw them out you must know that these are 
not meant to describe a way to salvation. They are not to be viewed in that realm, but just merely 
as a general illustration that enhances the thrust of what we will bring out in verse 20. It is also 
important to note at the outset that the reality of sin has affected these two illustrations, so there 
are examples of these illustrations that are unfortunate and show the reality of life in this world 
where the outcomes of life are broken.  
 The first illustration is where God sends a woman to be a mother of a child and the child 
naturally receives the mother who is sent to care for their child. The bond of the woman and 
child begins as the child is established in the womb. And as the child comes to be born there is an 
automatic connection between mother and child. Without either of them naturally knowing it the 
child has, in a way, received the God who made them, because they are receiving the mother that 
God has provided for them. This receiving is an extraordinary blessing that is a part of God’s 
common grace for all people whether believer or unbeliever. The very protection and care of a 
mother over a child is ordained by God. The mother is delegated by God to be a caregiver for 
that child. And without thinking about it, the child receives their mother. Knowing that this 
mother has been sent by God we can see how her child not only receives the one that He has 
provided for them, the mother, but also the child naturally receives their Creator in a very 
general, creaturely way.  
 Similar to this is how God sends governing authorities to rule over people for their own 
good. These authorities are God’s deacons, servants sent by God who have a duty to do what is 
good in God’s sight in a common way for societies in general. Remember, we are not talking 
about the realm of salvation here. So when an authority rules justly according to God, then those 
who are under their care receive the one whom God has sent, which is the governing authority in 
this example. And when receiving that authority when they act justly, those who are in their care 
also then receive the one who has sent that authority, which is God. When the people submit to 
the just authority they, by natural consequence, praise God for delegating those to that authority 
position. So the one whom God sends is received when the message, or in this example, the 
actions of the authority are just. 
 These are other ways where we can see, only in principle, the truth of what verse 20 says, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives 
me receives the one who sent me.” Again, these were merely illustrations of the principle that is 
to be distinguished from receiving Jesus in salvation, the one whom God sent, and receiving Him 
through those that He sends and through the His message that they speak. Once saved, this 
receiving continues on during the course of the Christian life. So today we will reflect once more 
on 1) The Message in the framework of the theme “receiving” and then we will reflect on 2) The 
Reception of those that are sent with that message. 
 The message begins with the existence of God being true and not the possibility of a god 
existing. God is true and He has revealed Himself to be true to all that He has made. Everyone 
knows that He exists and is true not only in the created world that He has made such as animals, 
mountains, the sun, moon, and stars, but centrally everyone knows that He exists by the fact that 
we are made in the very image of God. We are human beings created uniquely where we are 



distinctly different from one another yet by nature we have the same make-up. This make-up has 
the conscience of man as a central component. By this conscience we know that God does exist 
and that He is a holy and righteous God. We know this reality, because we know the difference 
between right and wrong and we know that we have done wrong and that we are held 
accountable for that wrong. People always naturally acknowledge this shortcoming, this missing 
the mark. The very fact that we were made to be in relationship with God, but that has been 
utterly marred by the fall has left that hole that we know is there. By this we know we fall short 
of what we are supposed to be. Pressed upon, this brings up the increasing reality that, in our sin, 
we do not receive the one who has created us for Him. We turn our backs to Him, renouncing 
Him, rejecting Him, fighting against Him, forsaking Him. Yet as we do that we cannot help, but 
show our deep need for Him, which shows in our pursuits for justice, happiness, love, peace, and 
purpose. We want what is righteous and good, but our sin has tainted our concept of what is 
righteous and good. In turn we pursue what is unrighteous and wrong as we physically live in a 
spiritually lifeless state. We receive what is not of God and what does not bring glory and honor 
to Him.  
 This turning away by sin has left us in a position of guilt and condemnation, because we 
all are held accountable to the God who has created us. Because we have fallen short of the 
approval of God we stand before Him facing an eternal sentence of punishment that is rightly 
ours. In this hopelessness we live. But in God’s purposeful patience He has desired to provide a 
way for the hopeless to have hope, for the condemned in justice to have pardon in mercy. God 
has provided a substitute to take our place, so that in this substitute’s person and work the sinner 
could receive their Creator in love, gratitude, praise, and obedience. We know this Substitute is 
the one who was fully God and fully man for the reason of substitution and He is Jesus. One in 
essence with God the Father He is yet distinct in His role to be sent as the Redeemer of those the 
Father gave Him to redeem. In our hopelessness of finding the way ourselves, God has provided 
the way and by the work of Jesus, the work of the Holy Spirit, the means of the message being 
sent out through a messenger, and the grace of God we can come to God through that way. The 
only way to Him. If we cannot get to God ourselves, then we must come by the way that is solely 
by God’s doing and not ours in what He provides, gives, and accomplishes. It is by sovereign 
grace. Grace is no longer grace if our salvation is left to our effort in any amount. So by the 
foreknowledge and predestinating plan of God to send His Son, by the birth, life, death, bodily 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus as the Substitute, by the regenerating, life-giving work of the 
Holy Spirit, by God working by the Holy Spirit through the message of the gospel that is sent out 
by Him through an instrument used as His messenger, a sinner comes to receive their Lord and 
Savior for life and salvation. Justice is now mercy in Christ. Wrath is now love in Christ. 
Hopelessness is now hope and immense purpose in Christ. Jesus has been received and this 
reception translates not only from life given within, but life lived from the inside out. As a sinner 
has received Jesus for the gift of eternal life that reality then gives off evidence that that 
reception has happened. It shows itself in a new life that’s continually receiving Jesus and His 
message in an ongoing practical way where our lives progress in praise and in being governed by 
the One whom we have received.  
 This reception shows itself in various aspects that all go hand in hand in this ongoing 
present tense receiving. The first is that this is centered on a message, the message of God. This 



means that the message that is received is the truth, the message in the one who it originates in 
and from, and according to the one who gives it. It is the explanation of the person and finished 
work of Jesus. It is the explanation of grace to the undeserving. It is the explanation of the 
imputed righteousness that comes from Jesus, because of our unrighteousness as lifeless sinners 
who stand before the righteous Judge. As this explains who God is it zeroes in on why we need 
Jesus. So then since someone receives this truth this means that the truth was to be explained. So 
in these core aspects of the truth, if the one explaining the truth is not explaining the truth, but 
things that are false in defining aspects of the message then here are some honest questions that 
must be asked. 1) Although God has the ability to do anything, does He work through a message 
that is not the truth, but one that comes from a false foundation? 2) If the person speaks 
falsehood in these core issues, then has God really sent them? It has been said that God can strike 
a straight blow with a crooked stick. If this crooked stick is an imperfect message in the way it is 
explained and not in what is explained being falsehoods that change the way of salvation then I 
would agree, but if the crooked stick is referring to what is explained being false in these 
defining areas, then does God do that? I would say the biblical testimony is no.  
 Now the side from the person who explains, proclaims, as I just went through, is different 
than the side of the hearer. The one who hears the truth and by the work of the Spirit comes to 
salvation will be someone who does not know that truth deeply and perfectly. In the basic 
elemental way the infant in Christ will have understood the content of the gospel from that 
viewpoint where they will more so accept and receive the truth of the gospel more than they will 
understand the exact details in more depth. But they will understand the grace of God in truth 
about God, Jesus, and grace in childlike faith, which as the truth zeroes in on why they need 
Jesus, so this childlike faith will also zero in on why they need Jesus. But as this starts in infancy 
and is a childlike faith, it doesn’t stay there. The infant grows and the childlike faith matures in 
understanding and receiving.  
 This then speaks to the message that was received. It has created change by the Spirit 
according to the truth of that message. When a sinner who has been saved by grace is conformed 
to the image of Jesus, then they are conformed according to His Word. He sanctifies by His truth 
as His truth is used as an instrument to bring about that sanctifying work. So, again, another 
question that was similar before is, does God sanctify the believer through error and falsehood? 
Truth is vital to this and evidence of true salvation is when someone is holding fast to the gospel, 
which is another way of saying that there is an ongoing receiving of that gospel as they live on it. 
The implication then of all of this is that when the person is receiving the messenger and the 
message of God then they are receiving Jesus. And how it is known that they are receiving Jesus 
is based on that message in truth. The relationship is inseparable with the reception of the 
message of Jesus and Jesus Himself.  
 Working through all this means that we must hear something in our day. We must hear the 
reality that some will not be receiving Jesus through His message in both an initial and in an 
ongoing way. How this is seen is in the truth they deny and turn away from. It is the turning 
away from the person and/or finished work of Jesus. It is turning away from the explanation of 
grace to the undeserving, because there is a belief that we deserve grace or that our salvation is 
dependent upon us. It is turning away from the explanation of the imputed righteousness that 
comes from Jesus, because of our unrighteousness as lifeless sinners who stand before the 



righteous God. In turning away from that core truth people instead try to establish a 
righteousness of their own. What needs to be noticed in this part of the discussion is that people 
can be true believers and stray for a time like the Galatians did in accepting a false gospel of 
Jesus plus human work in being circumcised in order to be saved, but that straying doesn’t stay. 
There is a coming back to the truth that God used to save them. This will happen and if it doesn’t 
then Paul says that he may have labored over them in vain, because if they accept human effort 
into the equation of being saved, and stay in that belief, then they are severed from Christ in 
reality. He calls them to stand firm in the truth in what they had received. He says further that 
they were running well, meaning that they were showing evidence of true salvation. Then he 
asks, “Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is not from Him who calls 
you,” meaning that this false gospel that they’ve been enticed by is not the message from God 
nor a messenger He sends, therefore they are not receiving the truth, but falsehood. He goes on to 
say, “I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view than mine, and the one who 
is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is.” This “no other view than mine” is talking 
about beliefs that are then fleshed out in behavior, which has a direct connection with this whole 
concept of receiving that we’ve been talking about. This is a warning regarding all that makes up 
the gospel in its doctrinal content opposed to all that can make up falsehood that changes the 
gospel. When one doctrine of the gospel is changed then the whole is changed as Paul says in 
that context, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” This issue must be practically present in 
how we face today and all its issues, because falsehood and false messengers run rampant. And 
with this comes a necessary discernment on what issues do change the content and message of 
the gospel. 
 If we truly believe that we are good by nature in some way and if we knowingly continue 
in that belief without turning back to the truth then it is evidence that we have not received Jesus. 
That is not the truth of God that comes from a messenger of God sent by God to deliver His 
message. This falsehood changes the gospel, because it fundamentally denies the nature of sin 
and it makes Jesus a half a Savior at best, which is one that doesn’t save.  
 If we truly believe that it is by what we do that we get into heaven and if we knowingly 
continue in that belief without turning back to the truth then it is evidence that we have not 
received Jesus. That is not the truth of God that comes from a messenger of God sent by God to 
deliver His message. This falsehood changes the gospel, because it bases our salvation upon our 
“righteous” deeds. Let me be clear on this. You do not get into heaven, because you were 
baptized or confirmed or you are a member of a church or you prayed the sinner’s prayer or any 
other deed and for that to be what you or someone else depends on, that is to trust that your work 
is good enough to get you in or seal the deal. You could never do enough, which is the whole 
purpose of Jesus. Yet today in many churches people trust in at least one deed to get them in. Or 
many trust in their prayers for a loved one for their loved one to get in. This is a gospel and a 
way of salvation that is false and does not come from God. It is one that does not save anyone.  
 If we truly believe that God loves everyone and no one will be turned away and if we 
knowingly continue in that belief without turning back to the truth then it is evidence that we 
have not received Jesus. That is not the truth of God that comes from a messenger of God sent by 
God to deliver His message. This falsehood changes the gospel, because it changes God, sin, 
heaven, hell, redemption, and it denies and nullifies the work of Jesus completely.  



 If we truly believe that homosexuality or transgenderism is a virtue and not in need of 
repentance or if abortion is a God-given right and not in need of repentance if done and if we 
knowingly continue in those beliefs without turning back to the truth then it is evidence that we 
have not received Jesus. That is not the truth of God that comes from a messenger of God sent by 
God to deliver His message. For many today this may seem like it is not a definitional issue, but 
this falsehood changes the gospel, because it changes the very nature and personhood of man 
made in the image of God. That is fundamental to even getting to an understanding of the sin of 
man and the need for Jesus. If there is any sin that isn’t needing repentance and we fight for that 
as if it is the truth then we know nothing of the true gospel and of Jesus.  
 So as you need to see from our text, there is a direct connection between the message of 
Jesus and Jesus, the receiving of the message of Jesus and receiving Him, and the reality that if it 
is not the message of Jesus then it is not receiving Him. This is why we need clarity today more 
than we have ever faced before, because falsehood has multiplied and the church is not noticing 
it. To receive something in an ongoing way has the inherent reality within it that you know what 
you are receiving and why you are receiving it. We must see this today!


