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Once again God is not hiding. In fact, Solomon wrote:

Wisdom cries aloud in the streef,
in the markels she raises her veice;
at the head of the notsy streets she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks.
- Proverbs 1:20-21

If you need to If you need to understand reality, study Creation.
understand reality, If you need to know truth, study the Seriptures.
study Creation.  If you need wisdom, ask God.
If you need to know
truth, study the  God's voice is in the streets, and his Spirit is in your heart.
Seriptures.
liyouneed Now we have received not the spirit af the world, but the
wisdom, ask God. Spirit whe is from Gad, that we might understand the things
freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not
taught by buman wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpret-
ing spiritual truths to those who are spiritual
The natural person daes not accept the thi ngs of the Spirff of God,
for they are folly to him, and he is not able fo understand them

because they are spirfmaf{v discerned.
- 1 Corinthians 2:12-14

10 - EMPOWERED IN CONTENTMENT: THE QUADRANTS OF LIFE
(Philippians 4:11-13)

1 have learned to be content whatever fhe circumstances.
T Enoww what if is fo be in need, and I know what it is fo .&prienijl.
{1 hawve learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or bungry, whether living in plenty or in want.
1 can do all this through bim whe gives me strength.

- Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV)

82

PROMISES OF EMPOWERMENT IM SUFFERING, DELIVERANCE AND PROVISION

Throughout the Scriptures we are told that God is good. Our
definition of “good” could include synonyms like pleasant, pleas-
ing, desirable, pain-free, or sought-after. However, when we study
the verses that proclaim God as “good”, we see that part of God’s
“good” activity toward us does not fall within our “pleasant and
pleasing” definition. Things like testing, trying, examining, and sac-
rificing are also part of the goodness of God.

In Psalm 107, which begins and ends with statements attesting to
the “goodness” of God, forty-three verses are laced with real life
situations where the goodness of God has been manifested to peo-
ple. Some of these people were lost and wandering, some had been
subjected to bitter labor by God, others were caught in a storm
sent 'l:vy God, and some of them were suﬂ'cring divine d.iscip]inc: for
their rebellion against God. Although each group was in a different
situation, and there for different reasons - some had rebelled, some
had obeyed, some were guilty, some were innocent - they were all
still living within the goodness of God.

The obvious truth is that God is doing something in our lives with
the aim of changing us - and this is one of the things we must be
taught. We were all at one time rebels and enemies of God, but
were then saved b)' grace. MNow that we have been delivered from
death and sin, given eternal life, and seated in Christ in h:avcnly

places, we are purposefully being transformed into his image.

The change is more than drastic. In fact, the radical nature of this
change we are undergoing cannot be understated. We began as reb-
els against God who existed in a state of death - but are now being

transformed into obedient sons who have been seated with Christ

in constant fc]luwship with a huly God. A great transformation has
begun, but it is far from over. We are all being changed even now.
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In Philippians 4:12-13, Paul says he has “learned the secret of be-
ing content in any and every situation.” The phrase “learned the
secret”1s a technical term in Greek that refers to the process of ini-
tiation that would include more than merely attaining knowledge
- it would also involve a sequence of life experiences.

The various situations of life are then listed by Paul, and form a
quadrant. Paul says he has learned to be content when:

 Cyyedl fed”

*  “hungry”

*  “mn plenty”

. "
*  “in want

These four may seem redundant as translated in our English Bi-
bles - as if saying “prosperity or poverty” twice over. But the tenses
of the Greek verbs Paul uses in the text dcvclup these pairs into

qu:l.d[ants that can categorize every situation in life.

The first prosperity phrase (“well fed”) is passive. This means Paul
was the recipient, but not the doer of the verb. In other words he did
not cause it to happen. This is also true for the poverty of the last
phrase (“in want"), which is also in the passive, indicating that there
were times Paul was in need that were out of his control. Paul did

not deserve or cause the lack in this situation - it was given to him.

The other two phrases (“hungry” and “plenty”) are verbs in the
active tense, meaning Paul did or created both of these situations

in his life at some point in time.
All four of these words serve a purpose and demonstrate the manifes-
tation of the guuclncss of God in our lives. You may be suﬂ'ering un-

deservedly like Joseph - or deservedly like Samson. You may be pros-
pering undeservedly like Solomon - or deservedly like Abraham.
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But no mnt't-tr 'n.rhlch stl‘uatmr: you are in Quadrants of Life
now, one thing is true - God's goodness

will eventually take you to and through Active Passive
all four quadrants as part of his process
of initiation, which includes both knowl- PLENTY | PLENTY

cdgc and experience. Andin his strength,

you can be content in any of them.

POVERTY |POVERTY
Once initiated (or once you have “learned

the secret™), these truths can be app]icd to

L . .
your own life. In whatever circumstances S0d's goodness will never take us

you find yourst]f, you will be able to do Life is about changing us.
all things through Christ who strength- Philippians 4:12-13, Learn the

B secret of being content.
ens you!

This verse teaches us that after we have learned the seeret of being
content we will be able to manifest God’s purpose for us in any and
every situation, regardless of what we have or do not have. If we do
the work and accept what we are given, we will succeed. This is one
of the ultimate and most advanced stages of God's rest.

In contrast, this verse does not contain any humanistic meaning
such as, “Whatever 1 set my mind to do I can do.” The power of
Christ will not help you achieve anything your human will desires.
The verse does not say, “The power of Christ is available for you to
use however you want.” If God has not planned or purposed your
intention, your human effort will not :-n:l:ump].ish it. And even if
you do achieve that goal, you will not find contentment in it, and
the things you did to accomplish it may well destroy you.

Keejb your [ife free from love of money, and be confent with what
you have, for be has said, T will never leave you nor forsake you.
- Hebrews 13:5
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No matter what
situation you find
yourselfin you can
remain at rest in
your soul knowing
that the Lord will
never leave you.
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No matter what situation you find yourself in you can re-
main at rest in your soul knowing that the Lord will never
leave you. You can do all things in any situation through
Christ who strengthens you - independent of the resources
or the position you have.

Here are some more promises of God's ways to fortify

your soul:
Knowing and trusting these promises will allow the believ-
er to remain calm and confident in God's rest.

Isaiah 41:10 = Fear mlf.ﬁ?r I am with you; be noi a’im.aj,-m’.ﬁr Tam
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:13 — For I, the LORD your God, bold your right band; it is I
who say fo you, “Fear not, I am the one who belps you.

Isaiah 43:2 = When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not sverwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not

mﬂfﬂm&‘}'ﬂﬂ.

Isaiah 54:17 = No weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed,
and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in judg-
ment. This is the beritage of the servants of the LORD and their
vindication from me, declares the LORD.

Psalm 32:8 = [ awilf instruct you and teach you in the way you should
gor T will counsel you with my eye upon you.

Psalms 37:23-24 — The steps of @ man are established by the Lord,
when be delights in bis way; though be fall, be shall not be cast
beadlong, for the Lord upholds his band.
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Exodus 14:14 = The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to

be silent.

Joshua 1:9 — Hawe I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go.

Philippians 4:19 = My God will supply every need of yours according
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 27:1 - The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the jfmng.&afd of my fife; of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 34:17 — When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and
delivers them out qf all their troubies.

Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the Lord, and ke will give you the
desires of your heart.

Psalm 50:15 = Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you,
and you shall glorify me.

Psalm 9:9-10 = The Lord isa sfmﬂg.&afdﬁr the DF?!E.TIE’R’; a .t.rmngﬁaa'a'
in times of trouble. And those who know your name put their trust
in you, for yeu, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seck you.

Psalm 103:2-5 — Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all bis ben-
efits, who ﬁa.rgfw: all your fﬂf?’ﬂf!_j,-', whe heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pf.f, who crewns you with steadfast
love and mercy, whe satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagles.
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James 5:14-15 = Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders
of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has commit-
ted sins, he will be forgiven.

Matthew 6:31-33 = Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What shall
we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For
the Gentiles seck after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all. But seck first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Romans 8:31-35 — What then shall we say to these things? If God is
Jfor us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against Gods elect?
1t is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?

2 Peter 1:3-4 - His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who
called us to his own glory and excellence, by which ke has granted
fo us his precious and very great promises, 5o that tbrougb them you
may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.

Psalm 91:1-2 — He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will
abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, "My
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

PRAYER AND ASKING GOD

11 - PRAYER AND ASKING GOD

It is good and right for us to go to God to request the things we
desire, and to seck his intervention in our lives. Going to God is
not a weakness, and it is not self-centered or greedy. Secking God’s
provision, guidance, and involvement in our lives is something the
Bible tells us to do. It is faith alone that enables our souls to even
consider the possibility that the Almighty Creator of the universe
and Judge of all mankind would hear and care about our prayers.
It is obedient to ask God for help.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

- Philippians 4:6-7

Knowing that God will respond to our requests will anchor  Knowing that God

our souls in his rest. When we bring our concerns to our Lord,
as Paul proclaims in the verse above, “the peace of God...will
guard your hearts and minds” (or, “guard your souls”). Know-

will respond fo
our requests will
anchor our souls in

ing God is going to respond to our prayers will secure oursoul s rest.
(heart and mind). We do not pray because we are too weak to

face reality. We pray because we want our Creator and Savior involved
in situations and with people that are important to us. In my life I want
the Almighty Creator active in the reality he has designed.

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
- Hebrews 4:16



