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KJV – Revelation 11:13-19 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 26 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     The first part of our passage if this lesson announces the third woe, which is the last of the three 
that were announced to come back in Revelation 8:13 "And I beheld, and heard an angel flying 
through the midst of heaven, saying with aloud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by 
the reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!" 
 
     This third woe is coming however it is not the great earthquake in Revelation 11:13 which is 
associated with the taking up of the two witnesses. But this third and final woe is the official 
marking of the halfway marker of this seven year period. The actual third and final woe something 
that this world has never experienced and if mankind actually knew what was going to happen they 
would not welcome it at all.  
 
Revelation 11:13-19 

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the 
God of heaven. 

14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.  

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.  

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and 
worshipped God,  

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because 
thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.  

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 
testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.  
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     The central point that these events are focused around is the city of Jerusalem. The main target 
audience this world changing event involves is the remnant of the elect of the nation of Israel. 
Remember we have talked about how all of Israel will repent and turn to Christ with saving faith. 
This is the point in the history of this nation when this event occurs. The last of God's elect of His 
chosen nation will come into the Kingdom. It is at this point in time when Revelation 10:6-7 shall be 
fulfilled, longsuffering of God expires. "And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and 
the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets" (Revelation 10:6-7). 

     We know that this does not mean that time stops, because there are still 3 1/2 years of the 7 
years left to unfold in accordance with the Sovereignty of God. Yet by the sounding of this seventh 
angel and the seventh trumpet God will leave man to his own devices with Satan to contend with. 
We also know by this point all of Israel ordained unto eternal life will have come to saving faith in 
the LORD Jesus Christ.  

Revelation 11:13 

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the 
God of heaven. 

     The ascension of God's two olive trees, the two lamp-stands will be accompanied by a great 
earthquake that will shake the city cause one tenth of it to fall. 7,000 men within the city will be 
slain from this shattering event. The destruction and the loss of life may be primarily among the 
leaders of the Anti-Christ's forces. Yet there is a protecting force over many still that have not come 
to saving faith, clearly demonstrating the Sovereignty of God.  

     The writer of Hebrews tells us that there is someone watching out for all of God's elect even prior 
of coming to saving faith in Christ. "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation?" (Hebrews 1:14). I can say on the authority of the Word of God that 
this earthquake will not shake the foundation of the Living God nor His sheep. "Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (II Timothy 2:19). This is exactly what 
happens after this event. 

     The end of the verse states: "and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of 
heaven". The portion of the text refers to the rest of the Jews still living as the remnant, which will 
have not yet come to faith in Christ, will do so and give glory to the God of heaven. This is the 
fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy and what the Apostle Paul spoke concerning this matter.  

Zechariah 12:10 

10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his firstborn.  
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Zechariah 13:1 

1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for sin and uncleanness. 

Romans 11:25-27  

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your 
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

Revelation 11:14 

14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.  

     Revelation 11:14 is the end of parenthetical passage that consist from Revelation 10:1 through 
Revelation 11:14. As far as the time line is considered Revelation 11:15 picks up where chapter 
nine leaves off. With still the seventh trumpet which is the seventh woe yet to come.  

Revelation 11:15 

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.  

     This seventh trumpet sounding ushers in Israel's repentance, it will also bring about the seven 
bowl judgments that will lead to the marshalling for Armageddon and the second coming of the 
LORD Jesus Christ.  

     This last trumpet is the third woe, yet the specific details are not given until the later 
parenthetical chapter. This event marks the 3 1/2 year point in which God turns man over totally to 
the devices of Satan. Here are the details of this third and final woe; "Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, 
and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time" (Revelation 12:12). 
The details of this major event in relation to the human race is found in the parenthetical, the final 
casting out of Satan from heaven unto the earth.  

     There is rejoicing in heaven with great voices saying; "The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." Regardless of what the 
unregenerate man may think, despite mankind's many political, social, and cultural divisions; the 
Scripture clearly views this world and all the kingdoms of it as one, with one ruler; Satan.  

- "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out" (John 12:31). 
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- "Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me" 
(John 14:30). 

- "Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged" (John 16:11).  

- "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them" (II Corinthians 4:4). 

- "Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:" (Ephesians 2:2). 

     It is here that the announcement is given that the kingdoms of this world and this long rebellion 
against the One true living God is about to end. These kingdoms have become the kingdom of our 
Lord and His Christ. The will come to complete fulfillment upon the return of the LORD Jesus Christ 
with His second coming when He returns with power and great glory.  

Revelation 11:16 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and 
worshipped God,  

     Here is pictured the 24 elders that sat before God, these are of course the same 24 that are seated 
around the throne in Revelation 4:4 with crowns of gold upon their heads. Another clear cut 
indication of a pre-tribulation translation of the church is that they are present, they have already, 
been clothed in white raiment and have upon their heads crowns of gold, which means they have 
already been glorified and appeared before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Revelation 11:17 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because 
thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.  

     They fell upon their faces and worshipped God: As we examine passages pertaining to these 
twenty-four elders, we cannot help but be impressed with how many times they are involved in the 
worship of God.  
 
- They worship Him as Creator (4:10). 
- As the Redeemer (5:8, and 5:14). 
- As the One who offers Salvation (7:11).  
 
     True Biblical leadership worships the God of the Bible and is not afraid to fall down and worship 
God. The specific focus of this praise is on giving thanks to God. Both Jesus Christ and God the 
Father are the recipients of this praise and are identified by the title “Lord God, the Almighty.”  
 
     This verse also points to a literal second coming of the LORD Jesus Christ. Because He is now, He 
was, but He is still to come in a literal return to fulfill God's Sovereign plan and purpose. 
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Revelation 11:18 

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

     The rest of the nations were enraged and filled with a defiant rage against God. Their hostility 
will be manifested in a foolish attempt to fight against Christ, which is a doomed, futile effort that is 
the apex of human rebellion against God. The Bible tells us that God will answer this feeble, 
rebellion of the nation's rage.  

Psalm 2:1-12 

1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 
3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4 He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision. 5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex 
them in his sore displeasure. 6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 7 I will declare the 
decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 8 Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. 9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel. 10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 11 Serve the LORD with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 

     The 24 elders speak of God's future wrath in Revelation as if it were already present, this 
signifies its certainty. 

Revelation 11:19 

19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 
testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.  

     The temple of God is opened in heaven, where God's ark of His testament is seen. John had 
already been shown His throne and the altar previously in the Revelation, here the Holy of Holies is 
shown to him and the world. His Ark of His Covenant; this piece of furniture in the Old Testament 
tabernacle and the temple symbolized God's presence, His atonement, and His covenant with His 
people.  

     The earthly ark was just a picture of God's heavenly one. It was at this ark where God provided 
mercy and atonement for sin. This being opened speaks of God's saving covenant to redeeming His 
remnant in the midst of the judgment that is to come.  

     This book has again and again showed the opening of things in God's final plan of judgment of 
this world to redeem His people.  

- The door is opened in heaven (Revelation 4:1).                    
- The seals are opened (Revelation 6:1 – 8:1).  
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- The Abyss is opened (Revelation 9:2).                         
- The temple is opened (Revelation 11:19).                                                               
- The books are open in (Revelation 20:12). 

     From out of the temple is coming God's judgment with this third and final woe; lightnings, voices, 
thunderings, and an earthquake and great hail. But this worst this yet that accompanies this final 
woe is the final casting of Satan unto the earth. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in 
them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time; (Revelation 12:12). 

     And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make 
it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate; 
(Daniel 9:27). 

     And this new king for only a short season will go about to do all according to his will. He will 
exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and he will speak marvelous things against the 
God of gods, and shall prosper until the indignation be accomplished: for that which God has 
determined, it shall be done. 

     "Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he 
shall magnify himself above all" (Daniel 11:37). God is giving man exactly what his evil heart has 
desired throughout the past ages. He allows Satan free reign of this earth and mankind for this last 
half of these seven years, this is that third and final woe. 

Matthew 24:15-22 

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in 
the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be. 

22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened. 

 


