
Why Is the Resurrection of Jesus Relevant For Today? - Acts 17:16-34 - 4-12-20
Everyone is religious. Every single person is religious. What does it mean to be religious? It 

means that you have a belief about why you exist, what the purpose of your life is, and what or 
who you worship in these regards as your beliefs and purpose come together. Every single person 
has something or someone that they worship and follow in dedicated devotion, it just depends on 
who or what that is for each person. Everyone is religious. But many in their religion worship an 
idol or many idols at the same time. It becomes idolatry, because the one true God that is revealed 
in Scripture exists and if anyone has anyone or anything else they worship and follow over and 
above Him then it is idolatry. 

The fact that everyone is religious proves that everyone knows that God exists. Every human 
being naturally feels their way around in the dark trying to find what is missing. Everyone searches 
for the real answer as to why they exist, what their purpose in life is, and in whom they are to 
worship. But all are searching without really knowing how to find what they are really looking for. 
This spiritual blindness is the result of our sin and our heart of stone. And in this everyone is 
without excuse. Everyone knows that the God of Scripture exists, because He has revealed 
Himself in creation, in the conscience, in His word, and in His Son. And based on any of these 
factors all are without excuse before Him who rules. Every human is held accountable before God 
and all mouths are silent before Him without any defense.

Now to what I just said, and will say, many will mock me and reject what I say as 
foolishness. Others will be willing to hear me again. While others will come to worship and follow 
the one true God through Christ. By God's grace alone they will find what they've been 
unknowingly searching for. Great joy will flood their hearts as they find their treasure. Or you will 
be reminded of when and how God brought your heart to love and follow Jesus alone in dedicated 
devotion as you look in the past. God will minister to and strengthen your heart as you look upon 
your Lord and Savior's empty tomb and in that you will find more assurance. 

This that I've introduced to us is precisely what happened with Paul as he was in Athens. He 
was driven by a righteous anger as he witnessed a city full of idolatry and he had to say something. 
He was amongst people who seemed to really grasp onto anything in worship, even the unknown. 
Constantly searching, but coming up empty. Yet blind to their reality. A lot of this could be said 
about today, though there is one big difference. Today's idol worshippers do not worship statues, 
for the most part, especially in America. Like the gods and goddesses that these Greeks did. People 
today are not religious like these people in this passage were religious. 

The idols that exist today are far more hidden, subtle, and accepted by many. Masked and 
unnoticed as idols, as gods. These idols are people, loved ones, possessions, accomplishments, 
good deeds, applause, approval, and validation from others, money, recreation, entertainment, 
religion, tradition, intellect, pride, habits, busyness, technology, social media, the world, and the list 
can go on and on. This modernized idol worship is a major dilemma for many that will prove to be 
the reason of why they will be turned away, because these are worshipped over and above the 
God-man Jesus. 

And it is that God has set a day where everyone will be judged. I need to ask you to imagine 
yourself before God, because this will happen one day. It is for certain. And the outcome of that 
encounter hinges upon the resurrection of Jesus. It is grounded and proven in the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus guarantees that something will happen. That the 
One who has been appointed by God will be the litmus test for every person by which they will be 
judged. He will judge the world in righteousness. Will you stand or will you fall? 

This is extremely relevant and important today. And it was back when Paul was in Athens. 



He was overwhelmed by all the idol worship. Baffled by how these people, in their zeal, could 
even put out an empty profession of worship to a god that they really didn't know. It was like they 
were covering their bases to make sure they were good just in case. I wonder how many do that 
today, though instead of "unknown" inscribed on their altar it says "Jesus" yet they do not know 
Jesus. They may know about Jesus, but they do not know Jesus. They claim a Christian label, but 
it may as well say "unknown," because He is unknown to them. He is unknown to them in either 
truth or behavior or both. I did that. I claimed to believe in Jesus ever since I was little yet my 
profession was empty, because I did not truly know Jesus. I did not love and follow Him over and 
above everyone and everything else in truth and in behavior. 

So why this for a sermon on Easter? Because as Paul says that the resurrection guarantees 
that those people will be judged in righteousness on the day that God has set, so will we. That day 
is still to come, so we do not know when we will leave this earth and when the last day is. 
Therefore this is utterly relevant for any day, especially Easter. Easter is when we look back on the 
empty tomb. In what it meant. And in how it looks forward. And in doing so we must look upon 
the implications of the empty tomb. Of what will happen, because the tomb was empty. 

During this time in Athens Paul goes through at least 3 points in order to show love for his 
neighbor. Love for souls who used to be the enemies of Paul and his fellow Jews. There was 
hostility between the Jews and Gentiles. The Gentiles were the dogs, the filth according to the 
Jews. So the place was Athens, Greece for them and the place is America for us. In this encounter 
Paul mentions… 1) The graciousness of God 2) The command of God and 3) The judgment of 
God, which are all anchored in and used by Paul to point back to the resurrection of Jesus.

First Paul commends the graciousness of God by displaying the fact that they were all 
created by God, which is proof that He exists and that He is not far from them. Because they did 
not know the Old Testament like the Jews did Paul quotes two poets that they would know. These 
two poets said, "In him we live and move and have our being" and "For we are indeed his 
offspring." Paul applies these words to describe God. He says that "this unknown god on your 
altar and these words of these poets describe God. The God that you know exists by the natural 
void in your heart where you make room for the quote on quote unknown god." Paul says, "I'm 
going to tell you about the one true God that you know exists. And you know He does, because 
He has created you and in Him you live and move and exist." "By this," he says, "you know that 
the true God exists. But you are just blinded and darkened in the heart while you are physically 
alive and innately feeling around for Him." See they are image-bearers of God and though they are 
wrecked by the effects of sin all the way into their heart they know that God exists, because they 
bear His image. They are created and sustained physically by Him and that stamp of God has not 
gone away. Paul is using their language and beliefs that prove to them that God does exist and they 
know it. The same should be done today. Everyone knows that the true God, the God as revealed 
in Scripture exists. 

In this God is gracious and can use this proof as a tool to drive us to Jesus. Just like the law 
is a tool used to drive us to Jesus. We cannot come to be saved by our understanding that God 
created or that we are His image-bearers. We only come to be saved in our lifetime through the 
gospel by the work of the Spirit giving us the gift of eternal life that was purchased for us by the 
body and blood of Jesus. But God can providentially use various things to bring us down that path 
to when we hear His message of salvation in Christ alone. This is how Paul is using this. A tool 
used in order to get to proclaiming the gospel message. 

Paul also commends the graciousness of God as it is seen in how He has not left everyone to 



ruin, but has given a time period to display the power and purpose of His grace where sinners may 
truly find what they are unknowingly looking for. But Paul warns them that their seeking in the 
forms of statues and altars, idols and gods, is no longer overlooked by God. That time has ended. 
Why? Because Jesus has lived, died, and rose again. And now God calls everyone everywhere to 
repent. To forsake their idolatry in whatever form it is and to come to the one true God in Christ 
Jesus for the forgiveness of sin and for justification before God. It wasn't as though people did not 
need to repent before Jesus. We've obviously seen that in our study of John the Baptist who was 
before Jesus. Plus the whole Old Testament era is no different. Paul is just saying that the fullness 
of time has come when God sent forth His Son to be the one and only sacrifice for sin and upon 
the resurrection of His Son the mystery of salvation has been revealed and everyone in a very real 
sense is really without excuse now. The command of the gospel in the revealed Jesus must go forth 
calling everyone to stop worshipping idols and to turn to the one true God alone and worship Him 
above all else. 

They must do this, because the day is coming when God will judge everyone according to 
who they follow. According to who or what has their complete dedicated devotion. You must do 
this if you have not already. You must turn from yourself to Jesus. And Paul anchors this in the 
resurrection of Jesus. Because the tomb is empty, it is guaranteed that this day will come for 
everyone. On this day the Lord will judge in righteousness, justice, fairness, truth, legality. And 
this will be done by Jesus. This judging will be done by Jesus and according to Jesus. He will be 
the one judging and He will be the standard by which everyone will be judged. So this term "in 
righteousness" or "in justice" it has to do with our morality, our works, and the verdict that is 
placed upon the outcome of those two. This is where, in this passage, Paul starts in with the gospel 
before he gets cut off. The message about how we can be saved addresses the three factors of what 
the meaning of righteousness includes. If our morality and works do not meet God's standard of 
acceptance then His verdict will be what we do not want to hear. 

Our morality has to do with the intent of our heart in every situation. In absolutely every 
situation the intent of our heart is supposed to please God. Make no mistake of this. It is not about 
our sincerity in whether we WANT to be good, loving, selfless, etc and by that please God. It is 
whether we actually ARE good, loving, and selfless, etc from the heart according to God and 
whether we do please God. And we cannot falter in one instance. Our morality has to be absolutely 
perfect, spotless. 

Our works also have to please God. This is directly connected to and is the outcome of our 
morality, the intent of our heart. Do we actually produce what we design? In the heart we design. 
In the will we produce. Do we produce what pleases God in our actions? This must again be 
perfect in all accounts. In all situations or else God cannot accept us as righteous. 

Only when we meet the requirements according to the Judge will our verdict be in our favor. 
This is the whole point that Paul is trying to get to. These people's idolatry will not please God and 
be accepted by God on that day that they are guaranteed to face. Plus they won't be able to plead 
ignorance. They must meet the requirements a different way, because they've already botched the 
whole thing. They've already contaminated their record before God with no way to make it clean. 
Their hearts are full of idol worship and that's just the tip of the iceberg. One sinful intent of the 
heart makes every chance of acceptance void. And the resurrection of Jesus tells them that this is 
what they will face unless there is a righteousness that they can have that will be accepted by God. 



A righteousness that is not their own, because their own is not good enough. They will be judged 
based on this criteria. This is not unique to them, but is true for every single human being. We are 
all faced with the same dilemma. How can a sinner be declared innocent before a holy God? And 
everyone is a sinner the moment we are conceived. We all face the same dilemma no matter who 
we are, where we've come from, or what we've done. 

That's why Paul preaches the empty tomb no matter if it is Easter or not. This is the center of 
everything. This is where the life of Jesus points to. This is where the death of Jesus points to. 
This is where the blessings of Jesus come from. This is where God approves the work of Jesus 
who worked as a substitute. This is where God looked upon the perfect obedience of Jesus during 
His life and said that everything that He did whether intent of the heart or action was pleasing to 
Him and met His standard of acceptance. This is where God looked upon the sacrificial death of 
Jesus and said that the real bloodshed of a perfect sinless human being, His Son, in His death was 
the full and sufficient payment for sin. In Jesus' death God was able to punish sin. Through Jesus' 
death God was able to show mercy. This is where God looked upon Jesus in the tomb and by 
Jesus' right standing before God He raised Him by the power of the Spirit. He brought Him out of 
the grave and in that Jesus had victory over death. 

And this great work was not for Him. It was designed to be applied to sinners. It was 
designed to be given to sinners like you and me. His righteousness was designed to be a covering 
for the sinner to stand under, to be clothed in. In Jesus there was a design to where there would be 
a great exchange. Jesus would be covered in sin, so that sinners could be covered in Him. So that 
we can stand before God wearing His pure white robe, because as the prophet Isaiah says that our 
righteous deeds are as filthy rags to God. We need the robe of another and not our own. This grand 
design was accomplished by Jesus and approved by His Father, so that through the resurrection of 
Jesus life, righteousness, hope, and acceptance can be given. 1 Peter 1:3-5, "3 Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." 

This resurrection of Jesus is the message of hope. That because Jesus has lived, died, and 
rose again sinners can be innocent before God now and on that day of judgment if we have been 
covered by the righteousness of Jesus. Those who have been born of God rest in what the 
righteous obedient life of Jesus means for them. In what the death of God's One and Only Son 
means for them. In what the bodily resurrection of Jesus means for them who by God's power was 
raised from the dead. The same power in His saving grace that raises us sinners to life when we 
were dead in our trespasses and sins. Through this person and purpose of Jesus the children of 
God receive grace upon grace for the rest of their life and every spiritual blessing in Christ. They 
now have an eternal inheritance that is waiting for them. 

And this hope that looks to the future is the same hope that sustains them now. Because now 
there is no condemnation for those who are IN Christ Jesus, because they stand in and are covered 
with His righteousness. They are freed from any punishment, cleared of any guilt, forgiven of any 
debt owed, and kept secure in that finished work of the Son, which was approved by God in His 
resurrection. This is your reality if you are in Christ. As you live your life possessing this amazing 
grace and the gift of eternal life you are to be assured more and more of your standing before God 



as you look back on the empty tomb. You are to richly dwell on this truth. Because in that, in the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior is the model of what will happen to all who are in Christ. If we 
are found to be righteous in Him alone we too will be vindicated into glory. We too will experience 
the bodily resurrection where we will dwell in the presence of the Lord with glorified bodies. This 
is for certain. 

I've been thinking about this lately and what is made mention of a lot is that we are living in 
uncertain times right now. These are not uncertain times! The Christian ought to know that and rest 
in that. They are only uncertain for those who despise the sovereignty of God in all things and who 
reject the sovereign grace of Christ. The empty tomb proves certainty. Uncertainty is talked about 
like we don't know what will happen. We will know what will happen, because of what has 
already happened. God created. Humanity fell into sin by our own doing. Ever since then, the 
effects of sin are a part of this fallen world. But Jesus came to be God in the flesh. He came to be 
born of a virgin. He lived a perfect righteous life. Though agonizing He went to the cross to satisfy 
God's wrath and to fulfill His Father's will. He died as the sacrificial Lamb, the substitute for 
sinners. He was raised from the grave by the power of God. He ascended on high. And He now 
sits at the right hand of His Father ruling and reigning as King over all of creation awaiting the 
appointed time when He will come back and judge the world in righteousness. All the while 
throughout all of human history He, according to His sovereign will, He saves sinners by His 
grace alone and in that they are kept by Him until they die. There is no uncertainty if you believe in 
all this with the new heart God has given you. Yeah day to day through our eyes it may seem 
uncertain as you may wrestle with what the next day holds, but even in that, for the Christian, it is 
not uncertain. Every day, every minute of every day, is certain, because the purpose of God is 
being fulfilled no matter what we face. Jesus has had victory over sin, death, and satan, because the 
tomb is empty. And those in Christ have this victory for certain. 

These are not uncertain times. If you still think they are then you need to have victory over 
death through Christ alone, because that is one thing that you know is certain. You will die. And 
the only way to defeat death is to have faith in Jesus and repent of your sin according to the truth 
that is in Him. Jesus as the God-man, the one mediator between God and man who is fully God 
and fully man, the second person of the Trinity, the substitute for sinners in His righteousness, the 
only One who can reconcile your severed relationship with God. Faith and repentance as they are 
the power of God within you that compels you to look away from the person and work of yourself 
for salvation and to look to the person and work of Jesus alone for your salvation. Sin as it is the 
condition of your heart and not just the action of your will. According to the truth of the gospel that 
describes all of this. The words of life that bring life through the powerful work of the Spirit. In 
this you see your sin for what it is before God. And you see Jesus for who He is before God on 
your behalf. Knowing this and feeling this you can't help, but come to Him. You can't help, but 
give all your burdens to Him. You can't help, but rest and trust in Him and in His finished work 
for you. As the Spirit works through the word of Christ as I have explained, all you want is Jesus. 
You now know the only way to eternal life and you take Him. You submit to His lordship, 
because in that is true freedom and purpose. And you praise Him as Savior, because He has been 
gracious to you when you deserved the opposite. And once you possess this eternal life from 
salvation on, you live upon the truth of the gospel. The truth of God. You are fed by Him. 
Ministered to by Him. Strengthened by Him. Loved by Him. Sustained by Him. Kept by Him. He 



is a God who keeps His promise. Your God! And His promise is certain, because the tomb was 
empty.


