
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 

First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 10th, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 5: 27 – 42 

 

The Stench of Death and Aroma of Life 
 

1. The Gospel Enrages Those Opposed to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. We Are Witnesses to Humanity’s Treason. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Jesus Is the Christ—the Promised King of All.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We should not be surprised when those opposed to Christ react vehemently against us. Our 

very existence points out their culpability. Indeed we are just as guilty as they are. Our 

testimony to Christ’s grace galls them because they refuse to bow before our King. Pray 

that God would soften their hearts. Speak the truth in love. Serve Christ the King!  

 

 

2 Peter 1:16-18 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to 

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 

majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance 

as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am 

well-pleased”— 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were 

with Him on the holy mountain. 
 



First Peter 4: 12 – 19 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for 

your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that 

you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His 

glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you 

suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone 

suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it 

is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, 

what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with 

difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner? 
19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to 

a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

 

 

 

Taken from The Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
 

Question #27: Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 
  

Answer: Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, made 

under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death 

of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.  

 

Question #28: Wherein consisted Christ’s exaltation?  
 

Answer: Christ’s exaltation consisted in his rising again from the dead on the third day, in 

ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to 

judge the world at the last day. 
 

 

 

Acts—Series Overview  
 

The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 

Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 

the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 

return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 

the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 

constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 

faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 

will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    
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