
5-12-21 - America’s #1 Problem
What happens when the word of God is not heard anymore? In practical terms, the 

number one problem in America is the pulpit. The church is the most vitally important 
establishment in society. And it is an establishment. It is the physical gathering of the called out 
ones that has structure, order, and purpose established on and governed by the cornerstone Jesus, 
its Head. And preaching is the most vitally important event in our society. 

I was recently preaching on John 7:40-52 and the passage starts out in verse 40 saying 
that these people heard the words of Jesus. What if those words were no longer heard, because no 
one else was saying them? Jesus just got done explaining who He was and what His purpose was 
and what the need of salvation is and what the result of salvation is. But if that message was not 
heard anymore, what would happen? In many places called Christian churches today it is gone. 
The proclamation of God’s word will never fully go away, but there is a famine in our day 
indeed. The word of God, the doctrine of Christ, the gospel of Christ and Him crucified, is not 
heard from many who stand before the people on each Lord’s Day. A lot of empty words, vain 
talk, story time, and motivational speaking is taking place. When this happens, the void that is 
filled is filled with content that comes from the sinful mind of man. Instead of the word of God 
being proclaimed faithfully and accurately, the word of man is spewed forth. And when this 
happens then the ripple effect rushes out into the pews and then out into the world. This is very 
concerning when it wears the mask of Christianity. There is a direct connection with the state of 
the world and what is heard from the pulpit. If godless ideologies and godless lives are in the 
pulpit wearing a Christian mask they will multiply into more godless ideologies and godless 
lives. When shepherds do not shepherd their people upon the true gospel of Christ and His 
kingdom then they will lead those people to some other savior that doesn’t save and some other 
citizenship that isn’t alive. 

And when the word of God is replaced with the word of man then reality is replaced by 
fantasy, because reality is directly tied to God’s truth. He defines what reality is in all it’s aspects. 
He defines what is real, what is true, what is good, what is just. Anything that is not rooted in that 
and comes from that is imagination and fantasy, speculation and opinion. So whether it is from 
the proclamation of someone’s word or a response to someone’s word, if it is not according to 
God’s word then something is created that is not there. And that’s the very antithesis, opposite of 
reality, of what is real and true. 

If you understand the preeminence of preaching as the main means of grace then you 
shudder at the thought of what happens when the word of God is not heard anymore. If the words 
spoken are empty words then those words have no true, God-produced effect on the hearer, 
which means that their life, your life, will not be effected by God in the way that He works. He 
won’t be at work. The Spirit is Him who works through and uses the word of God, so if it isn’t 
the word of God spoken, but instead the word of man then the Spirit is opposed to the work of 
the flesh haireseis, the self-willed opinion of man (Galatians 5:20). That’s a sobering and 
terrifying reality when you think about it, especially if it is something that has gone on for a long 
time and in multiple contexts. This famine of God’s word is nothing new. It was present in Israel 
over and over again. What was spoken was the commandments of man, man-made opinions, not 
God’s word. God sent His prophets to confront that empty talk of false prophets. And He calls us 
to do that.

Those faithful to the accurate proclamation of God’s word today need to do the same. 



There are handfuls that are, thankfully. We are called to instruct in sound doctrine and refute 
those who contradict it (Titus 1:9). We are charged to preach the word in season and out of 
season, which involves reproving, rebuking, and exhorting with complete patience and teaching 
(2 Timothy 4:2), because of the very issue that I present to you. We are called to rightly divide 
the word (2 Timothy 2:15). We are commanded to keep close watch on ourselves and on the 
teaching. And to persist in those! (1 Timothy 4:16.) If you are in the pew and recognize this, 
speak out. If you are in the pew and recognize this, but are malnourished, because what you sit 
under is not the word of God then act. Confront the issue biblically or leave and find a faithful 
church with a pastor that fulfills his mandate from God. Lord, be merciful to us and send your 
word out. Multiply it as you call men to stand in the gap. 


