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“What Will Become of His Dreams?” 
The Life of Joseph series [#02] 

Genesis 37:12–36 

Introduction —   
  

A.  The Sad Story — the Stage for Redemption 

 1.  Joseph’s obedience & perseverance  

 2.  The brothers’ disdain of the dreamer & dreams 

 3.  Parallels to Christ Jesus 

B.  Subplots — the Folly of Worldly wisdom 

 1.  Wrong way to deal with sinful impulses (Reuben) 

 2.  Wrong way to fix sinful deeds (Judah) 

 3.  Wrong way to hide sinful deeds 

C.  The Significance of the Story… 

 1.  Joseph, exercises faith….   NT highlights…   

 2.  God’s providence IS mysterious… 

 3.  God’s Promises/Word kept…  

Applications 

We do not know how odious a sin Jealousy is 

We do not know what a day may bring forth 

. Amen ,  

ESV-G-TR-B  

Gen. 37:12–17 …Here and throughout this account, 
however, the reader is being trained to see that the 
apparent hiddenness of God does not indicate the 
uncaring absence of God. 

One small reminder of this is that at Dothan 
Joseph finds his brothers and is betrayed by them—
uncared for, it would seem, by the Lord. Yet it was 
also at Dothan, years later, that Elisha was 
encircled by the intimidating Syrian army. While 
Elisha’s servant, perhaps like Joseph, failed to see 
the presence of God, Elisha saw the surrounding 
countryside filled with horses and chariots of 
fire, the very army of God. Indeed, at the very 
moment when, above all others, God seemed absent
—at the cross of his own Son—God was himself 
quite present, working to redeem and restore (Acts 
2:22–24).


