The Corinthianization of the Church

Survey of 1 - 2 Corinthians!

Pastor Russ Kennedy

What elements marked the church at Corinth that have affected the church today?

The Elevation of Spiritual Leaders
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

10| appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment. ! For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is
quarreling among you, my brothers. > What | mean is that each one of you says, “I fol-
low Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ di-
vided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 | thank
God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, *° so that no one may say that
you were baptized in my name. *° (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Be-
yond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) 1’ For Christ did not send me
to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the
cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

1 Corinthians 3:1-4

1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as
infants in Christ. 2 | fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And
even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? # For
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely
human?

The Denigration of the Crucified Life
1 Corinthians 4:8-13

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have
become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! °
For | think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death,
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. ** We are
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You
are held in honor, but we in disrepute. ! To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we
are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 1> and we labor, working with our own
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hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 1> when slandered, we en-
treat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.

2 Corinthians 6:2-10

2 For he says, “In a favorable time | listened to you, and in a day of salvation | have
helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3
We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4
but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in af-
flictions, hardships, calamities, ° beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; ® by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and for the left; & through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are
treated as impostors, and yet are true; ° as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and
behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 1° as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

2 Corinthians 13:1-4

1 This is the third time | am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the evi-
dence of two or three witnesses. 2 | warned those who sinned before and all the others,
and | warn them now while absent, as | did when present on my second visit, that if |
come again | will not spare them— 2 since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me.
He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. # For he was crucified in
weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing
with you we will live with him by the power of God.

The Wide Tolerance of Gross Sin
1 Corinthians 5:6-13

® Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are un-
leavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. & Let us therefore celebrate
the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleav-
ened bread of sincerity and truth.

91 wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 1° not at all
meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters,
since then you would need to go out of the world. ** But now | am writing to you not to
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality
or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a
one. 2 For what have | to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church
whom you are to judge? '3 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from
among you.”
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The Struggles with Sex and Sensuality
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for
me,” but | will not be dominated by anything. 1* “Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant
for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. * And God raised the
Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 1> Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ and make them members of
a prostitute? Never! 1 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute be-
comes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” *” But
he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual immoral-
ity. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral per-
son sins against his own body. ° Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 2° for you were
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 7:1-5

! Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have
sexual relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality,
each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband
should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. # For
the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise
the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. > Do not de-
prive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may de-
vote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.

1 Corinthians 10:6-13

® Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they
did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down
to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ° We must not put
Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, ° nor grumble,
as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. ! Now these things hap-
pened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom
the end of the ages has come. 2 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take
heed lest he fall. 1> No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation
he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
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The Wide Impact of the Charismatic Errors
1 Corinthians 12-14
1 Corinthians 12:4-12

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; > and there are varieties of service,
but the same Lord; ® and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who em-
powers them all in everyone. ” To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. & For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 1° to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. ** All these
are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as
he wills.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

1 Corinthians 14:26-33

26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a rev-
elation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any
speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let
someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in
church and speak to himself and to God. ?° Let two or three prophets speak, and let the
others weigh what is said. 3° If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first
be silent. 3! For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encour-
aged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a God of
confusion but of peace.

The Loss of Clarity on the Gospel
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

1 Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you re-
ceived, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the
word | preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, # that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, ®> and that he appeared to Cephas, then
to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. ’ Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. & Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. °
For | am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because | perse-
cuted the church of God. ° But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace to-
ward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it
was not |, but the grace of God that is with me. ! Whether then it was | or they, so we
preach and so you believed.
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The Denial of Central Truths
1 Corinthians 15:12-20

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then
not even Christ has been raised. ** And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching
is in vain and your faith is in vain. > We are even found to be misrepresenting God, be-
cause we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. ® For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been
raised. Y7 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins. 8 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. *° If in Christ we
have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 Byt in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep.

2 Corinthians 3:1-11

! Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of
recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommenda-
tion, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you are a
letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. > Not that we are suf-
ficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God,
& who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of

the Spirit. For the letter Kkills, but the Spirit gives life.

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to
an end, & will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? ° For if there was glory
in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in
glory. 1% Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, be-
cause of the glory that surpasses it. 1! For if what was being brought to an end came
with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.

The Avoidance of Suffering in Life and Ministry
2 Corinthians 1:3-11

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God
of all comfort, * who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted
by God. > For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share
abundantly in comfort too. © If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and
if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently en-
dure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know
that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.
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8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in
Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life it-
self. ? Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. ° He delivered us from such a
deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us
again. ™ You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for
the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

2 Corinthians 4:7-18

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to
God and not to us. ® We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; ° al-
ways carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be mani-
fested in our bodies. ! For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 2 So death is
at work in us, but life in you.

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed,
and so | spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, ** knowing that he who raised
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. > For
it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being
renewed day by day. ¥’ For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal
weight of glory beyond all comparison, '8 as we look not to the things that are seen but
to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things
that are unseen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

7’ So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to
keep me from becoming conceited. & Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. ° But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 1° For the sake of Christ,
then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.
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The Adoption of Worldly Wisdom
2 Corinthians 10:3-6

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. # For
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds. > We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, © being ready to pun-
ish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.

2 Corinthians 10:7-13

’ Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ’s, let him re-
mind himself that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we. & For even if | boast a little too
much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying
you, | will not be ashamed. ° | do not want to appear to be frightening you with my let-
ters. 19 For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak,
and his speech of no account.” 1! Let such a person understand that what we say by let-
ter when absent, we do when present. 12 Not that we dare to classify or compare our-
selves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure
themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are with-
out understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of in-
fluence God assigned to us, to reach even to you.

Reflect and Respond

Let us be grieved...
Let us be aware...
Let us be on guard...
Let us repent...

Let us by grace with gratitude glorify Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church...



