
May 8th, 2022PM 
WCF 22, secs 6-7 - “Vow to the Lord” 

 
Deuteronomy 23:21-23 
 
Sec 6. “It [a vow] is not to be made to any creature, but to God alone:” 
 
A. When you join a church, you are making a solemn vow ultimately to God.  You are not making a vow 
to all us in the congregation.   

1. You might ask, why do we even have to make membership vows to God to become   
    communicant member of the church with rights to partake of the Lord’s Supper.  
2. I believe it is part of fulfilling Mat 10:32 which says “everyone who confesses Me before men, I  
    will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.” 

 3. Ps 76:11 says “Make vows to the Lord your God & fulfill them.”   
a. This psalm is not just giving a suggestion or occasion when you can be allowed to make a  
     vow. 

  b. It gives a command for us to make certain vows to our God.  
4. The motivations for us to make vows of church membership are described in section 6; we  
    make these vows “…out of faith, and conscience of duty, in way of thankfulness for mercy  
    received, or for the obtaining of what we want,…”  
 a. All these reasons are self-explanatory except for the last mentioned one. 

b. How do vows of church membership help us in “obtaining of what we want”?  Here are  
    some examples: 

  1) rights to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
  2) A closer relationship to God & the congregation. 
  3) Accountability from other brother & sisters in the congregation. 
  4) Oversight from the Session of the church.   

 
Sec 6 “… that it [a vow] may be accepted, it is to be made voluntarily, out of faith, and conscience of 
duty,…”  
A. G. I. Williamson, “Yet even among Protestants a very serious form of this sin has become  
    commonplace.  It is the practice of encouraging people, often by psychological emotional influence, on  
    the spur of the moment to sign pledge cards”1 
 1. He went on to say that this can be the case especially younger children who may not have the  
                 wherewithal to understand the weightiness of the matter of the vow.  
 2. Vows should be taken seriously and conscience awareness of the duty involved in keeping the  
                 vow.   
 
B. I visited a Protestant church in the New Orleans area once wherein the pastoral prayer turned into an  
    extended vow to God never to touch alcohol ever— even in moderation.  I could not “amen” that  
    prayer.  
 
 
 

 
1 Williamson, G.I., The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes, p232 



Sec 6 says that in a vow “we more strictly bind ourselves to necessary duties.”   
1. By the nature of God’s creating them & commandments, every man, woman, & child should 
already realize that it is already a necessary duty to worship God.  
 a. To refuse to give God the worship He deserves is to break the 1st 4 commandments. 
 b. Worship of God is already one of our “necessary duties.” 
2. Sec 6 is saying that for those of us who have vowed before God & witnesses in church 
membership, “we more strictly bind ourselves to necessary duties.”   
 a. It is not that you should only feel more obligated.  You should have that feeling. 
 b. You ARE more obligated by a solemn promise to God Himself.  
 c. → Turn again to Deut 23:21-23. 
            

Sec 7. “No man may vow to do anything forbidden in the Word of God, or what would hinder any duty 
therein commanded, or which is not in his own power, and for the performance whereof he hath no 
promise of ability from God. In which respects, popish monastical vows of perpetual single life,…” 
A. Turn to Mat 19:1-12 for a statement of Christ concerning celibacy not all men can or have to accept.  
B. Paul tells the unmarried to get married in order to prevent immorality.  → 1 Cor 7:1-9 
 1.  LC 139 What are the sins forbidden in the seventh commandment? 
      A: “…entangling vows of single life, undue delay of marriage… ” 
  a) Sometimes a young person is called to wait long for marriage. 
  b) What this forbids is purposeful delay for various reasons.  One immoral one is a desire to  
     “ramble around.”  

2.  Later in this chapter, Paul mentioned a particular, historical hardship or “distress” why not to  
      marry.  Look at vv26-28.  

 
 Sec 7 “… In which respects, popish monastical vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty, and 
regular obedience, are so far from being degrees of higher perfection, that they are superstitious and 
sinful snares, in which no Christian may entangle himself.” 
A. It is “superstitious and sinful” to think you can obtain to a higher degree of perfection than what God   
    requires.  
B. What I love about the Reformed Faith is that when God tells us what to do, we don’t have to please  
   every other person, especially those with an extrabiblical standard.  
C. Jesus does not want to entangle us with superstition.  Mat 11:28-30: “Come to Me, all who are weary  
     and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am  
     gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My  
     burden is light.” 
 1. He came to set us free from the penalty of sin by His sacrificial work. 
 2. His Holy Spirit can enable you to be free from the bondage of sin (Rom 6:14-23).  


