
People cannot "be" the church, "do" church, or "go to" church online. Why? In this series I 
will give some reasons as we look at the body of Christ applied to our day. So in this series we 
will renew our minds about what church is. My prayer is that God makes use of this to strengthen 
and purify His church according to His purpose during this time of history as we know it now. 

People cannot "be" the church, "do" church, or "go to" church online. Why? Reason #1: 
Because that's not what the body of Christ is.

What is the church? Ekklesia. The called out ones. Those called out from the world to God 
in assembling together as a congregation. Quite literally it is a gathering of citizens called out of 
their homes into some public place. The church is first and foremost a group of believers. Then in 
their consistent gathering together, whether in a home, warehouse, traditional looking church, a 
basement, or wherever, this is where God's people worship their Triune God, and are fed by Him, 
and fulfill His mission in this world as they are physically gathered together in one place. The 
church is the people who are called out of their spiritual death by the power of God into life and 
reconciliation with God in and through Jesus as they are then collectively gathered together. By 
God's doing, they come together to be a community, a fellowship, a family, a body of members 
who have been saved in and through Christ. Together they seek to be used by God and to glorify 
God in their corporate activity. It's God calling sinners out of this world and gathering them into 
His kingdom as members of His kingdom, which is His church, His bride, His body. This 
gathering of believers ends up being, to God, an invisible gathering of believers that assemble 
together in physical places. The gathered body of believers is the dwelling place for God by the 
Spirit, Ephesians 2:22. 

But there is one reality that is true that must be understood. There is the invisible church 
and the visible church as Augustine and many others have put it. The invisible church is just what I 
have explained. The body of true believers that have been brought to life in Christ by the grace of 
God alone and they gather together. Though physically separated in various places throughout 
time, put all those gatherings together and you have the invisible church as a whole, past, present, 
and future till the second coming of Jesus. The whole and complete body of believers. But as 
Matthew 13:30 says, for example, there are tares that exist amongst the wheat, which gives us a 
picture of the visible church. The visible church is the church that is physically seen, hence the term 
"visible." This is the church that is made up of people that we can see with our own eyes. This 
"visible" church is made up of true believers and those who are not true believers, but claim to be. 
Jesus gave the analogy of the "wheat" and the "tares" that co-exist and make up the visible church 
to show, for one, that the invisible church is the group of people as a whole (the "wheat") that are 
God's true people, His body, that exist within the "visible" church. This is to be so until the 
harvest. Until the second coming of Jesus. The wheat are all the true believers who have been 
saved by God. The invisible within the visible. Another place this is evident is in the 7 letters to the 
churches in Revelation where we see varying numbers of true believers, the invisible church, 
existing amongst false believers in the visible church. So this invisible and visible concept about 
the church must be kept in mind when thinking about what church is, biblically. This builds a 
framework to understand what church is all the more, according to God and why the church 
gathering as the church does not exist online. It is not existing as a member of a body of believers 
that gather together physically.

Until next time these are thoughts for you to reflect on that I pray drive you to God and His 
Word for more study, reflection, and action as we expound the Word of Christ for the glory of 



Christ under the Lordship of Christ while exposing the contrary, so that the body of Christ is 
equipped for life in this fallen world.


