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2 Corinthians 5:16-21 16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, 
though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. 21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. 
 
16a Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 
 
What does “wherefore” refer to? The previous verses. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: 15 And that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose 
again. 

 
Jesus Christ died for all (of us who were dead) and rose again for all (of us who are living). That 
is a profound change. We don’t live for ourselves any longer. 
 

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 
The “wherefore” then is pointing to the “henceforths” in these passages. Because (wherefore) 
Jesus died and we live in him and by him, we are no longer (henceforth) the same.  
 

Romans 6:5-11 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For 
he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath 
no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God.11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
And because of this change that God has worked in us through Jesus Christ, we don’t look at the 
others around us through the eyes of death in the flesh. We look at them through the eyes of life 
in the spirit. This aspect of our change continues on as we live “unto God”. 
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16b Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 
 
The regenerate elect should look at others of mankind differently than the unregenerate non-
elect. They should not see or know man-made things such as class, race, or gender. They see and 
know others through the work of the spirit of God. 
 

Matthew 7:15-20 15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

 
16b Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 
 
Not that we do not know that Jesus was in the flesh (that would make no sense based upon the 
previous “henceforth”), for we know that well enough through both biblical and historical 
proofs. No, it is that now we who are alive in Jesus no longer discern him according to our flesh, 
but according to the spirit of God in us.  
 

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 

 
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
Because we no longer discern according to our flesh, but according to the spirit of God in us, we 
who are (elect regenerate) in Jesus Christ are created new.  
 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
Ephesians 3:9-12 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 12 In whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence by the faith of him. 
 
Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

 
Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him: 
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Revelation 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And 
he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 
We, the elect regenerate, are new creatures. We are a new creation. We are the inhabitants of the 
new heaven and new earth. We are the sons of God, the priests and kings on earth, as it is in 
heaven. “All things” does not mean some things. It means “all things” in every place. New 
creatures do new things “henceforth” because they see and know mankind and Jesus Christ 
differently by the spirit of God in them. The work of turning the old to the new is 
“reconciliation”. 
 
18a And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 
 

1 Corinthians 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

 
It is God who defines “all things” and it is God, through the life, death, burial, resurrection, and 
reign, of Jesus Christ the son (savior messiah king) has taken “his people” (we are “by him”) and 
reconciled them to himself, God the father (we are “in him”). Reconcile means “to call back into 
union”. It was our sin that broke our union with God and we see throughout the old covenant 
the effect of that sin upon “all things”: earth is cursed, man is cursed, heaven is a battleground.  
 

Acts 13:38-39 38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe are justified from 
all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

 
But, with the advent of Jesus Christ, “all things” begin to change, beginning with the 
reconciliation of the children of God to God the father. 
 

Colossians 1:19-23 19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 20 And, 
having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight: 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and 
be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 
 
James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. 

 
18b And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
 
This is the focal point of our lesson: “the ministry of reconciliation”. All of God’s new creatures 
are ministers. Our reunion with God drives us to work to reunite the rest of creation with God 
the Father through Jesus Christ the Son by the Spirit of God the Holy Ghost. We do that through 
applying the word of God (“the hope of the gospel”) by the spirit of God to “all things” on earth, 
as it is in heaven (“preached to every creature”). 
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1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:5-6 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the 
new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life. 

 
Revelation 5:9-10 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

 
We, who are these “ministers of Christ” and “able ministers of the new testament” and “kings 
and priests”, proclaim life’s triumph over death in “all things”. We demonstrate how “the spirit 
giveth life” in word and deed by doing the “good works, which God hath before ordained” for us 
to do. And our ministry of reconciliation can look like war. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled. 

 
And our forward operating base in the offensive of life against death is the congregation of God 
(the church). 
 

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
And our ministry of reconciliation to life can occur amidst a territory occupied by death. We are 
who are members are occupants of an embassy, the congregation of God (the church), within 
that territory and it is from the embassy we go out as ambassadors. The embassy is a safe place 
within one territory for the citizens of another territory or for those seeking asylum. We minister 
reconciliation of death to life to those both inside and outside our territory. 
 
20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21 For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him. 
 
The “ministry of reconciliation” is all-encompassing. It is a ministry of reconciliation of the 
unrighteous in “all things” to the righteousness in Christ in “all things”. We have been given our 
orders to “Occupy till I come”, so let us first be “reconciled to God” and then, as “new creatures”, 
work to reconcile “all things” to God.   


