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KJV – Genesis 18:1-22 

 

“Abraham – The Friend of God” 

      In this week’s lesson we will see how Abraham is the friend of God. Jesus spoke these words in 
the Gospel of John: 
 
John 15:15 
 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
 
     The LORD appears unto Abraham, yet Abraham has no idea what God is about to do. But our God 
and Master calls us not servants because the servant knows not what the lord does. He calls us 
friends and tells us His plan as He does here in Genesis chapter eighteen, thus Abraham is a friend 
of God. 
 
Genesis 18:1 

1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the 
day; 

     Abraham is ninety-nine years old and living in a tent in the planes of Mamre.  He is sitting in his 
tent door in the heat of the day and in the very first verse of this chapter we have again what is 
called a theophany. We see throughout Abraham’s life the LORD appears and speaks. What an 
experience to talk to God one on one.  

Genesis 18:2 

2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to 
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 

     Can you imagine a ninety-nine year old man running? Well this was the case when Abraham saw 
these men. When the LORD God, in His sovereignty chose to appear to Abraham there is no doubt in 
my mind that Abraham knew exactly who He was. He ran to meet them and he bowed himself 
toward the ground when he reached them. This was a form of worship showing his humility and 
obedience toward God. 

Genesis 18:3 

3 And said, My LORD, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy 
servant: 
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     We are privy to the fact that verse one identifies one of these three men as none other than 
Jehovah. We know this from the translation from the original Hebrew writings into our English 
Authorized Version because of the fact that the word LORD is in all caps from the beginning of our 
text. 

     Abraham asked of LORD here as the old song goes; “Pass Me not O’ Gentle Saviour.” He asked Him 
My LORD, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. 

Genesis 18:4-5 

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 

5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for 
therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 

     It is so very strange to tell a visitor to wash your feet and come in. We in the west would never do 
this today, yet it is one of the oldest recorded customs in the world. Look at where this story is 
taking place.  

     This was refreshing after a long walk in the heat of the day. Walking through the hot desert in, no 
doubt, open-toed sandals. Usually with this custom the master’s servant would do the foot washing 
of the visitor before they would come into the dwelling. 

Genesis 18:6-8 

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine 
meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; 
and he hasted to dress it. 

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood 
by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

     We are not told how long of a period of time went by in these last three verses but I do believe it 
was a while because there was some baking and cooking that was done before they did eat. 

     Yet in these verses we see that Abraham hastened into the tent to inform Sarah to bake the 
bread. Then he ran to the herd to fetch a calf (no doubt the very best of his flock). He then rushed 
the young man to dress it and prepare it.  

     Abraham brought all this with butter and milk and set it before them and they did eat. While 
Abraham stood by them under the tree. 

Genesis 18:9-10 

9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 
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10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 
shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. 

     These men having finished their meals, the conversation will now turn to Sarah, Abraham’s wife.  
The LORD asks, Where is Sarah thy wife? The question as to her location is no doubt a rhetorical 
question given the fact of who is asking the question.  

     However look at the how the grammar from verses nine to ten shifts from the plural pronouns to 
the singular. In verse two we have them, plural; verse four your and yourselves, plural; verse five 
your, plural. At the beginning of verse nine we have they, plural.  

     But now in verse ten, “I” the grammar shifts here because the promise is about to be confirmed 
again. Now who made Abraham the promise to start with, was not it God? 

     I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. 
The reason for the change is clear because of the One making the promises that Sarah would have a 
child. 

Genesis 18:11-12 

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the 
manner of women. 

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord 
being old also? 

     Because of Sarah’s and Abraham’s age this Sovereign promise was met with laughter once again 
but this time by Sarah. We see how Abraham laughed in Genesis 17:17 and now Sarah laughs in 
Genesis 18:12. But she did not laugh out loud, but inwardly, within herself. 

Genesis 18:13 

13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, 
which am old? 

     The Sovereignty of Abraham’s visitor cannot be overlooked here. The question posed to 
Abraham by the LORD is to simply make the reader aware of His Omniscience because God knows 
even the thoughts of the heart.  

Genesis 18:14-15 

14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 

15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh. 

     The laughter of Sarah, and countless others in the Scriptures is always met with Is any thing too 
hard for the LORD? As in Luke chapter one: 
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Luke 1:37 

37 For with God nothing shall be impossible. 

     Two things can be brought to our attention from this and the previous texts in relation to the 
Sovereignty of God. One is that God prophetically declares the birth and name of Abraham’s 
successor one year before he is born in Genesis 17:19. Number two is that his birth name is related 
to both Abraham’s and Sarah’s laughter; now was this just coincidence, God looking forward to 
think it through, or is this not the Sovereignty of an Almighty God? 

Genesis 18:16-17 

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring 
them on the way. 

17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 

     It is here the LORD tells Abraham his plan, Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends;  

James 2:23 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

Genesis 18:18-19 

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him? 

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he 
hath spoken of him. 

     God will not hide this thing from Abraham because He wants him to know. Abraham will have 
tremendous influence upon great multitudes of people, including the succeeding generations. This 
is still the case even to this day, 3,900 years later Abraham’s example still commands his household. 

Genesis 18:20-22 

20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
grievous; 

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before 
the LORD. 
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     Here the LORD God makes a clear distinction between His covenant “friend” Abraham and the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. The LORD will now give Abraham some inside information 
regarding the fate of these two cites of the plain.  

The most fundamental importance here is verse twenty-two; after the LORD told Abraham of the 
cry of these cities, the two men departed and went toward Sodom.  

     But for the rest of the chapter who is Abraham conversing with about the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah? Notice the all caps in the latter part of verse twenty-two: but Abraham stood yet 
before the LORD. 

 


