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“We have no government armed in power capable of contending with human passions unbridled 
by morality and religion. Our Constitution was made only for a religious and moral people. It is 

wholly inadequate for the government of any other.” 
John Adams Oct. 11, 1798 

 
1 Peter 1:15-16 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
 
We hear this in sermons and Christian literature all of the time, but what does holy mean? 
 
(OT) Hebrew qadosh from Strong’s: sacred (ceremonially or morally); (as noun) God (by 
eminence) an angel a saint a sanctuary: - holy (One) saint.  
 
(NT) Greek hagios from Strong’s: sacred (physically pure morally blameless or religious 
ceremonially consecrated): - (most) holy (one thing) saint.  
 
Holy from Webster’s 1828:  
 

1. Properly, whole, entire or perfect, in a moral sense. Hence, pure in heart, temper or 
dispositions; free from sin and sinful affections. Applied to the Supreme Being, holy 
signifies perfectly pure, immaculate and complete in moral character; and man is more 
or less holy, as his heart is more or less sanctified, or purified from evil dispositions. We 
call a man holy, when his heart is conformed in some degree to the image of God, and his 
life is regulated by the divine precepts. Hence, holy is used as nearly synonymous with 
good, pious, godly. 
 
2. Hallowed; consecrated or set apart to a sacred use, or to the service or worship of 
God; a sense frequent in Scripture; as the holy sabbath; holy oil; holy vessels; a holy 
nation; the holy temple; a holy priesthood. 

 
Holy is attributed to God first and God’s children (us) second. Holiness as an eternal state is a 
gift of God’s grace and mercy in salvation through Jesus Christ. Holiness as a temporal process 
is a work of God’s grace and mercy in sanctification (growth in grace) by the Holy Ghost. God is 
eternally and temporally holy. We are eternally holy, but temporally “more or less” and “in some 
degree” holy. 
 
15a But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
 
Who is he? How is he holy? 
 
He is God the Father. 
 

Isaiah 6:1-3 1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up , and his train filled the temple. 2 Above it stood the 
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly . 3 And one cried unto another, and said , 
Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  

 
John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
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Revelation 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full 
of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying , Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was , and is , and is to come. 

 
He is God the Son. 
 

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  

 
Mark 1:24 Saying , Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art , the Holy One of God. 

 
He is God the Spirit. 
 

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done , but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

 
God’s Spirit is called the Holy Ghost. His Spirit is holy and bears that name throughout the New 
Testament scriptures. The defining attribute of the Spirit of God is holiness. 
 

Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 

 
So holy is the work of the Spirit of God that speaking against him is given as a clear indication of 
an unregenerate, unforgiven, person.  
 
A.W. Pink quoting Stephen Charnock: As it seems to challenge an excellency above all His 
other perfections, so it is the glory of all the rest; as it is the glory of the Godhead, so it is the glory of 
every perfection in the Godhead; as His power is the strength of them, so His holiness is the beauty of 
them; as all would be weak without almightiness to back them, so all would be uncomely without 
holiness to adorn them. Should this be sullied, all the rest would lose their honour; as at the same 
instant the sun should lose its light, it would lose its heat, its strength, its generative and quickening 
virtue. As sincerity is the luster of every grace in a Christian, so is purity the splendor of every attribute 
in the Godhead. His justice is a holy justice, His wisdom a holy wisdom, His arm of power a 
"holy arm" (Ps. 98:1), His truth or promise a "holy promise" (Ps. 105:42). His name, which 
signifies all His attributes in conjunction, "is holy," (Psalm 103:1). 
 
God’s holiness is manifested in his works, in his law, and even in the cross of Calvary. 
 
It is his holiness that demanded that his son, Jesus Christ, would come and give himself a 
sacrifice for the sins of his children. One that is truly holy, as God is holy, cannot tolerate sin. 
His holiness demanded that blood be shed on the behalf of sinners. 
 

Hebrews 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission.  

 
God’s children are dependent upon him because he is holy. They depend upon him for 
righteousness because there is no righteousness in them that would enable them to become 
holier. 
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Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away .  
 
Holiness is imparted upon God’s children. They will be holy because he is holy. They are holy 
because he is holy. They are not holy without God’s intervention. 
 

Leviticus 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves , and 
ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

 
Leviticus 19:2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye 
shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy. 

 
15b But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
 
God’s children are called to be holy. Called in the sense that they are called out from among the 
other unholy creatures by God’s grace to be made holy by the washing of the blood of Jesus 
Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Ghost.  
 

Romans 1:3-6 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh; 4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 5 By whom we have received grace and 
apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6 Among whom are ye 
also the called of Jesus Christ: 

 
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow , he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called : and 
whom he called , them he also justified : and whom he justified , them he also glorified . 31 
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 
Revelation 17:14b ...for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 
1 Timothy 1:8b-10 8b ...but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the 
power of God; 9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began , 10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel:  

 
15c But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
 
Having been called by God, God’s children then are to be holy as he is holy in all the aspects of 
their lives (their behavior). 
 

Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 
have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now 
yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

 
Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect. 
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1 John 3:3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 
John Gill on 1 John 3:3: ...believers indeed, who have faith and hope in the justifying 
righteousness of Christ, may, and should consider themselves pure and righteous, and free 
from sin, as Christ is; being clothed upon with his robe of righteousness, in which they stand without 
fault before the throne, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but this does not seem to be the sense 
of the place here, the argument being to engage the saints to purity and holiness of life and 
conversation, from the consideration of the great love of God bestowed upon them in their adoption, 
and from their hope... of eternal happiness 
 

2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. 

 
The change in our eternal state brings forth a change in our temporal behavior. As James 
reminds us, faith without works is no faith at all. What the Father accomplishes through Jesus 
Christ in eternity change what we accomplish by the Holy Ghost temporally. 
 
Though God’s children are made holy by the blood of Jesus Christ for all eternity, there is still a 
need to continue that cleansing of the flesh and spirit through the correction by God. God’s 
called out children will experience the loving correction of their Father. 
 

Hebrews 12:5-14 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12 Wherefore lift up 
the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. 14 Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:  

 
The pursuit of holiness is a lifelong endeavor for the child of God. There is no point at which the 
child of God can claim holiness, perfection, or purity that is close to being acceptable unto God, 
except the everlasting holiness, perfection, and purity that comes through Jesus Christ. The 
work of the Holy Ghost is ongoing from birth to death. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

 
That work of the Holy Ghost is called sanctification (Greek hagiasmos) and it means 
purification and holiness. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
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How then do we learn to be holy? 
 
16a Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
We learn to be holy “because it is written”. We have examples of eternal holiness and the 
temporal holiness that follows all through the scriptures. One begets the other.  
 

2 Timothy 3:14-17  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.  16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should 

labour to subvert these great Pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of 
Men and citizens. 

And let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained without 
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that National morality can prevail in 

exclusion of religious principle.” 
George Washington September 19, 1796 


