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The Priorities of Wisdom Pastor Patton 

Proverbs May 17, 2020 

 
 

I. The best and the worst (Prov 3:13–15; 28:6; 20:17; 
16:25; 16:8; 12:9; 16:18) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

II. In the middle: the good and the better (15:17; 22:1) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

III. The priorities of Jesus  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Application Questions 

 If someone looked at your life from the outside, would 
they say that you value the Lord and his wisdom above 
everything else? 

 How do you feel tempted to protect your pride? 
 Regarding money, relationships, and your reputation, do 

your values reflect God’s values of these things? 
 How does the high value Jesus places on you encourage 

you? 
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3:13–15 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom,  
and the one who gets understanding, 

for the gain from her is better than gain from silver  
and her profit better than gold. 

She is more precious than jewels,  
and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

 
28:6 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity  

than a rich man who is crooked in his ways. 
 
20:17 Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a man,  

but afterward his mouth will be full of gravel. 
 
16:25 There is a way that seems right to a man,  

but its end is the way to death. 
 
16:8 Better is a little with righteousness  

than great revenues with injustice. 
 
12:9 Better to be lowly and have a servant  

than to play the great man and lack bread. 
 
16:18 Pride goes before destruction,  

and a haughty spirit before a fall. 
 
15:17 (NASB) Better is a dish of vegetables where love is  

Than a fattened ox served with hatred. 
 
22:1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,  

and favor is better than silver or gold.
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