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How to Study the Bible

Intertextuality




Bible Study Foundations

* The Authority of the Bible
 The Big Story of the Bible
 The Language of the Bible

e The Literature of the Bible



The Literature of the Bible

e Old Testament Narrative ¢ Apocalyptic Literature
* Prophetic Literature * Gospels
e Psalms o Epistles

e Wisdom Literature



Intertextuality

e What is Intertextuality?

* “Intertextuality is the shaping of a text's meaning by another text. It is
the interconnection between similar or related works of literature that
reflect and influence an audience's interpretation of the text. ...
References are made to influence the reader and add layers of depth

to a text, based on the readers’ prior knowledge and understanding.”
~ Wikipedia



“I| Have a Dream” - MLK, 8/28/63

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we
stand, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had
been seared in the flames of withering injustice. |t came as a joyous
daybreak to end the long night of captivity. But 100 years later, we must
face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free ... This sweltering
summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. 1963 is not an end, but a
beginning ... we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice
rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream... | have a
dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed - we hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are
created equal... | have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted,
every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made
plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together... And so let
freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire... let
freedom ring ... Free at last! Free at last! thank God Almighty, we are free
at last!
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Intertextuality

Quotations

e Matthew 2:14-15 (Hosea 11:1)

e Matthew 27:46 (Psalm 22)
References

e Galatians 4 - Sarah & Hagar (Genesis 16)
Allusions

e Philippians 2:5-11 (Isaiah 45)

e “Son of Man” in the Gospels (Daniel 7)
Echoes

e Philippians 4:18

e James 4:2
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Commentary on the NT Use of the OT by Beale & Carson



