
May 15th, 2022PM – Kevin Olivier  
WCF 23, Sec 1 – “God’s Ordained Magistrates” 

 
Romans 13:1-7 

 
Sec 1. “God, the supreme Lord & King of all the world, hath ordained civil magistrates, to be, under Him, 
over the people, for His own glory, & the public good:”  
A. The 1st thing to note is that God is “the supreme Lord & King of all the world.”  

1. Ps 2:8f foretells how the Father would give to His Son the ends of the earth as His possession: 
      “Ask of Me, & I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, & the very ends of the earth  

    as Your possession. 9‘You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like   
    earthenware.’”  He will break them if they do not submit & “Do homage to the Son” (v12).   

 2. I think it is proper to say He is “the supreme Lord & King of” the entire universe.  
 a. When one leaves earth’s atmosphere, God reigns because He did not just make this  
     world.  He made all things both seen & unseen. 
 b. Every speck of all creation belongs to Him & He reigns over it all.   
 c. There is a common practice in Jewish prayers that I learned from a Jewish man who  

     became a Reformed pastor:1 
1) “Blessed are you, O God, our Lord, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of the  
     vine.” 
2) “Blessed are you, O God, our Lord, King of the Universe, who creates of the fruit  
      of the tree.” 

 
B. God “…hath ordained civil magistrates,…”; they were not accidental. 
 1. Some of you do not like our current president of the USA.    

a. Some of you think that He is an illegitimate president because there is evidence of a  
    cheating in his election.  
b. Does nasty, dirty politics exclude one from being an “ordained civil magistrate”?  

1) Combining the early & Late Roman Empire: 38 emperors were murdered or  
     executed. 34 were killed by a sword or dagger, 1 by poison, 3 by other means.  
     Only 25 died of natural causes including disease; 5 died in battle.2 
2) Paul in writing Rom 13 was obviously aware of the notorious history of how many  
     Roman emperors came to power.  Even being aware of that, he wrote in vv1-2:    
  “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no   
    authority except from God, & those which exist are established by God.  
   Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God...” 

 2. Considering again our current president who is not mentally competent to rule, you might  
     question, “What is God’s purpose to ordain this man to power?”  
 a. It may be His means to cause a greater future political reform. 

b. Hopefully, there may be some changed later this year that will encouraging.  I pray we  
     may see future, civil rulers who are— according to sec 1— “to be, under Him, over the  
     people, for His own glory, & the public good:…” 
 

 
1 https://www.mmlearn.org/hubfs/docs/JudaismPrayers.pdf   
2 https://www.ajol.info/index.php/actat/article/view/52565/41170 

https://www.mmlearn.org/hubfs/docs/JudaismPrayers.pdf


 
   1) That is the purpose of a ruler, to set themselves under God as Ps 2 mandates.   
        All civil rulers should prayerfully consider this.  God has ordained them to serve 
        in their various offices “for His own glory.” 

2) God calls civil rulers are to have authority “over the people” yet “for… the public  
     good.” 
 a) This language suggests they should have respect & honor due their office.  
      That includes even those who serve as a city, parish / county, or state  
      official.  
 b) Holding political office can & should be honored, especially when carried 
     out with integrity.  Pray that God.  
3) God calls civil rulers are to have authority “for… the public good.” 

    a) Their rule is not for their own personal good & self promotion. 
    b) I don’t know why only police have the common logo, “To protect and to  
        serve.” 

  c) The majority of city, state, or national rulers do not have the calling to  
    protect yet they are called by God to serve “for… the public good.” 

   4) There are 3 uses of the law: a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ, a guide for life, & 
        to restrain evil.  Civil rulers are essential in this 3rd use of the law.  
  
C. What is the primary tool for rulers to carry-out their duties?  Sec 1 continues by giving us this tool: 
“…to this end, hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the defense & encouragement of them 
that are good, & for the punishment of evildoers.” 

1. Look at Rom 13:3-5  
2. Rom 13 speaks of defense of those that are good. 
 
3. How does the power & authority of civil rulers offer encouragement of them that are good? 

a. Look again a vv3f  
 
b. Even as a Christian, a patrolling police officer or a parked officer is an encouragement for  
    you to let your foot off the gas & take a 2nd look at the speed limit sign. 
 1) There should be more fear of jail to keep people from participating with illegal  

    drugs. 
2) There should be more fear of jail to keep people from participating with theft. 

 
D. Rulers “minister[s] of God to you for good.” 
 1. Ministers are “servants” 
 2. Christ is the ultimate Servant of the Lord. 


