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Old Testament honour/honor:   To revere; to respect; to treat with deference and 
submission, and perform relative duties to.  

● Commandment with a promise:    Exodus 20:12   Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  

● Commandment with a promise:    Deuteronomy 5:16   Honour thy father and thy 
mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and 
that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

New Testament honour/honor:   To reverence; to manifest the highest veneration for, 
in words and actions; to entertain the most exalted thoughts of; to worship; to adore. 
● Jesus taught:    Matthew 19:19   Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour as thyself. 
● Jesus expounded:    John 5:23   That all men should honour the Son, even as they 

honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent 
him. 

● Apostle Paul repeated:   Ephesians 6:1-3   Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right.  2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)  3 
That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

Summary to show honour commandments: 
● To God (1 Timothy 6:6) 
● To parents (Ephesians 6:1-3) 
● To employers (1 Timothy 6:1) 
● To fellow believers (Romans 12:10) 
● To leaders and teachers of the church (1 Timothy 5:17) 
● To civil servants (Romans 13:1-7) 

Importance of the family unit: 
● Genesis 1:26   Created man in His own image 
● Genesis 1:27   Created male and female 
● Genesis 1:28   Gave instructions to replenish the earth 
● Genesis 2:24   Instruction on leaving father and mother to become one -- marriage 
● Genesis 3:15   Promise that the seed of Jesus would be through Eve (woman) 
● Genesis 8-9     Noah and the flood in which the whole family was saved from the water 
● Genesis 12-50   Abraham (father of many) and Sarah (princess) called;  promised a 

family;  became the father and mother of many nations; God enhances the marriage 
ceremony with Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24) 

The Ten Commandments received:    Exodus 20:12   Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  
Deuteronomy 5:16   Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded 
thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee. 

● No details given about how to implement this commandment 
● Fifth commandment -- Debate continues whether it is a hinge between the first four and 

last five or the introduction to the last six (4 plus 6 division) 



● We make this about the physical family unit seeing -- Honour parents; long days; 
promise of land given by God (But Paul leaves out the promise of land in Ephesians 
6:2-3 

● We have Mother’s Day by Woodrow Wilson since 1914 developed by Anna Jarvis in 
1908 

● Does this commandment apply to Mother’s Day? 
But why -- maybe it is not about our natural parents: 

● Honour:  To revere; to respect; to treat with deference and submission,  
● Who is the father -- Abraham: Abraham is “father of many nations” (Genesis 17:4-5); 

was told to “Get thee out” of thy father’s house and God would show him a “land” 
(Genesis 12:1);  
● Romans 4:16   Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the 

promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that 
also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

● Hebrews 11 (“Hall of faith”) is a description of faith in action — how God’s people 
have always lived by faith. In this chapter, several verses are devoted to the 
example of Abraham, who is called “the father of the faithful.” Genesis 15:6 tells us 
that he “believed the Lord.” Hebrews 11:8 says, “By faith Abraham, when called to 
go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going” (see Genesis 12:1)  (taken from 
GCI.org) 

● Who is the mother:   Sari became Sarah (“Princess”) in Genesis 17:15 and was 
described as the “mother of many nation in Genesis 17:17  and is listed in Hebrews 
“hall of faith”;   Jerusalem is referred as “Mother” -- Galatians 4:26  But Jerusalem 
which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.  

● What are the long days:  Scripture has 21 verses about prolonging life.  There is no 
clear scriptural definition of this term.  Again, Abraham “believed the Lord”which leads to 
the long days of eternal life. 

● What land:  Promised Land -- the land that God promised to show  Genesis 12:1;  
● God does not want us to view this world as a permanent home, because he has 

something better for us. We are encouraged to see the future with Abraham: “For he 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” 
(verse 10). Canaan had many cities with foundations, but they were all destined to 
fall, because they were built on physical foundations, and the cities were filled with 
violence and idolatry.  (GCI.org) 

New Testament commandment -- deeper meaning:   Ephesians 6:1-3   Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  2 Honour thy father and mother; (which 
is the first commandment with promise;)  3 That it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth.   (Note:  No land) 
● Children:   2 Corinthians 6:18   And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 

sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
● Father:   John 8:39   They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. 

Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham.  
● Multiple scriptures about “God our Father” 

● Mother:  Mother is left unchanged -- Jerusalem will be our forever home (Revelation 
21:2) 

● The promise -- long on the earth:   Again, our final home will be new Jerusalem 
located on the new earth (Revelation 21:1-2) 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Gen%2015.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2011.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Gen%2012.1


Importance of the family unit: 
● Ephesians 5:30-32   For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 

bones.  31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  32 This is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

● Colossians 1:27   To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

● Revelation 19:7-8   Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  8 And to her 
was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints. 


