May 24 Sunday Service

The Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:9-12; Psalm 119:65-88

1 Peter 2:9-12
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, | urge you as sojourners (strangers) and exiles (pilgrims,
refugees, foreigners) to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Psalm 119:65-88
65 You have dealt well with your servant, O Lord, according to your word. ss Teach me good judgment
and knowledge, for | believe in your commandments. 7 Before | was afflicted | went astray, but now
| keep your word. es You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. s The insolent smear me
with lies, but with my whole heart | keep your precepts; 7o their heart is unfeeling like fat, but |
delight in your law. 71 It is good for me that | was afflicted, that | might learn your statutes. 72 The law
of your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 73 Your hands have made and
fashioned me; give me understanding that | may learn your commandments.

7aThose who fear you shall see me and rejoice, because | have hoped in your word.7s| know, O Lord,
that your rules are righteous, and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 76 Let your steadfast love
comfort me according to your promise to your servant. 77 Let your mercy come to me, that | may
live; for your law is my delight. 7s Let the insolent be put to shame, because they have wronged me
with falsehood; as for me, | will meditate on your precepts. 79 Let those who fear you turn to me,
that they may know your testimonies.

so May my heart be blameless in your statutes, that | may not be put to shame! s1 My soul longs for
your salvation; hope in your word. s2 My eyes long for your promise; | ask, “When will you comfort
me?” 83 For | have become like a wineskin in the smoke, yet | have not forgotten your statutes. sa
How long must your servant endure? When will you judge those who persecute me? ss The insolent
have dug pitfalls for me; they do not live according to your law. ss All your commandments are sure;
they persecute me with falsehood; help me! s7 They have almost made an end of me on earth, but |
have not forsaken your precepts. ss In your steadfast love give me life, that | may keep the testimonies
of your mouth.



The Sermon

Hard Providences

The Hymn to Scripture: The Rule of Life

II.

III.

IV.

The Purpose for Hard Providences
Divine Goodness in Hard Providences
The Architect of Hard Providences

The Fruit of Hard Providences
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