
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 

First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 17th, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 6: 1 – 7 

 

Establishing Orders of Servants 
 

1. What’s the Problem? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How Does God Provide Through His Church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. We Are Called to Serve the Needy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The restructuring of God’s people for global mission brings conflict and misunderstanding. 

As God’s kingdom takes root among the nations we see God provide for His people by 

establishing orders of servants with specific callings who are to work together as His Body. 

We serve Christ together as witnesses to Christ’s resurrection through prayer, 

proclamation, and peace-making. The deacons help to lead in the service of the tables 

which is an important aspect of peace-making regarding the widows. How are we serving 

one another in these ways?  

 

James 1:26 – 27: “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 

before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 

oneself unstained from the world.” 



Numbers 27: 15 – 23 
 

Moses spoke to the Lord, saying, “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint 

a man over the congregation who shall go out before them and come in before them, who 

shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be as 

sheep that have no shepherd.” So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a 

man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him. Make him stand before Eleazar the 

priest and all the congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight. You shall 

invest him with some of your authority, that all the congregation of the people of Israel 

may obey. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the 

judgment of the Urim before the Lord. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they 

shall come in, both he and all the people of Israel with him, the whole congregation.” And 

Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand before 

Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, and he laid his hands on him 

and commissioned him as the Lord directed through Moses. 

 

 

 

Taken from The Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
 

Question #27: How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to 

salvation?   

 

Answer: So that the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend to it with 

diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and 

practice it in our lives.  

 

 

 

Acts—Series Overview  
 

The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 

Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 

the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 

return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 

the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 

constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 

faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 

will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    



T
a
k

in
g
 G

a
th

ered
 W

o
rsh

ip
 H

o
m

e
 

 W
h
at b

lin
d
 sp

o
ts d

o
 y

o
u
 h

av
e?

  A
s a C

h
ristian

, w
h
at th

in
g
s ab

o
u
t 

serv
in

g
 C

h
rist an

d
 o

n
e an

o
th

er are esp
ecially

 d
ifficu

lt?
 A

re th
ere w

a
y
s 

w
e are called

 to
 serv

e th
at y

o
u
 m

ay
 n

o
t ev

en
 reco

g
n

ize?
 H

o
w

 w
o
u
ld

 y
o
u

 

k
n
o
w

?
 H

o
w

 can
 o

th
ers w

ith
in

 th
e B

o
d

y
 o

f C
h
rist h

elp
 u

s?
 G

o
d
 h

as 

p
ro

v
id

ed
 u

s d
eaco

n
s in

 p
art to

 h
elp

 u
s in

 serv
in

g
 o

n
e an

o
th

er faith
fu

lly
. 

  P
lea

se u
se th

e d
evo

tio
n
a

l m
a
teria

l b
elo

w
 ea

ch
 d

a
y th

is w
eek to

 p
ra

ise 

C
h
rist. A

sk Jesu
s to

 tea
ch

 u
s H

is w
a
ys th

a
t w

e m
a
y w

a
lk in

 th
em

 to
 

a
cco

m
p
lish

 H
is p

u
rp

o
ses. 

 

S
u

n
d

a
y
 M

o
rn

in
g
 

R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-7

; J
a

m
e
s 1

:2
6
-2

7
; F

irst T
im

o
th

y
 3

:8
-1

3
.  D

IS
C

U
S

S
, 

W
h
at is Jesu

s p
rep

arin
g
 th

e C
h
u
rch

 to
 d

o
? W

h
at are so

m
e o

f th
e g

ro
w

in
g
 

p
ain

s th
ey

 are ex
p

erien
cin

g
?
 W

h
at are th

e ram
ificatio

n
s o

f C
h
rist’s 

k
in

g
d

o
m

 b
ein

g
 g

lo
b
al?

  
H

o
w

 are y
o
u
 (w

e) serv
in

g
 in

 th
at m

issio
n
? 

P
R

A
Y

 fo
r G

o
d
 to

 en
ab

le u
s to

 serv
e H

im
 an

d
 o

n
e an

o
th

er w
ell. A

sk
 G

o
d

 

to
 g

iv
e o

u
r d

eaco
n
s an

d
 eld

ers w
isd

o
m

 an
d
 stren

g
th

.  

 

S
u

n
d

a
y
 E

v
en

in
g
 

In
 lieu

 o
f th

e even
in

g
 w

o
rsh

ip
 service to

n
ig

h
t, p

lea
se set a

p
a
rt so

m
e tim

e 

to
 p

ra
y fo

r G
o
d
 to

 b
rin

g
 rep

en
ta

n
ce a

n
d
 ren

ew
a
l to

 u
s a

t F
C

C
W

 a
n
d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
o
u
t H

is C
h
u
rch

.  

 

M
o
n

d
a
y

 

R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-7

; F
irst T

im
o
th

y
 3

:8
-1

3
. D

IS
C

U
S

S
, T

h
ese are stran

g
e 

q
u
alificatio

n
s fo

r w
aiters. W

h
at is g

o
in

g
 o

n
?
 H

o
w

 d
o
es o

u
r ro

le as 

p
eace-m

ak
ers h

elp
 to

 ex
p
lain

 th
is ro

le fo
r d

eaco
n
s? P

R
A

Y
, “L

o
rd

 Jesu
s, 

th
an

k
 Y

o
u
 fo

r en
ab

lin
g
 u

s to
 serv

e Y
o
u
 an

d
 o

n
e an

o
th

er. T
each

 u
s to

 d
o
 

so
 w

ith
 g

race an
d
 w

isd
o

m
.”    

 

T
u

esd
a
y
 

R
E

A
D

 
A

cts 
6

:1
-7

; 
N

u
m

b
ers 

2
7
:1

5
-2

3
. 

D
IS

C
U

S
S

, 
H

o
w

 
is 

th
e 

co
n
tin

u
atio

n
 o

f serv
ice fro

m
 M

o
ses to

 Jo
sh

u
a sim

ilar an
d
 d

ifferen
t fro

m
 

th
e sam

e fro
m

 Jesu
s to

 H
is d

eaco
n
s?

 H
o
w

 are w
e all called

 to
 serv

e o
n

e 

an
o
th

er?
 P

R
A

Y
, “Jesu

s, Y
o
u
 are th

e K
in

g
 o

f A
ll, th

e p
ro

m
ised

 M
essiah

, 

S
av

io
r o

f th
e W

o
rld

. E
n
ab

le u
s to

 serv
e Y

o
u
 as w

e sh
o
u
ld

 an
d
 to

 g
iv

e 

Y
o
u
 faith

fu
l serv

ice as o
u
r L

o
rd

.”       

 

W
ed

n
esd

a
y

 

R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-7

; E
p

h
esia

n
s 4

:1
1
-1

6
; F

irst T
im

o
th

y
 3

:1
-1

3
. D

IS
C

U
S

S
, 

H
o
w

 are w
e to

 w
o
rk

 to
g
eth

er in
 th

e C
h
u
rch

 as th
e B

o
d

y
 o

f C
h
rist?

 F
o
r 

w
h
at are eld

ers an
d
 d

eaco
n
s resp

o
n
sib

le?
 F

o
r w

h
at are w

e all resp
o
n
sib

le? 

T
h
an

k
 th

e L
o

rd
 fo

r in
clu

d
in

g
 u

s in
 H

is w
o
rk

. P
R

A
Y

, “L
o

rd
, Y

o
u
 h

av
e 

p
ro

m
ised

 to
 b

u
ild

 Y
o

u
r C

h
u
rch

. H
elp

 u
s to

 tru
st Y

o
u
 in

 sp
eak

in
g
 th

e tru
th

 

in
 lo

v
e.”   

 

T
h

u
rsd

a
y
 

R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-7

; 1
P

eter 4
:8

-1
1
. D

IS
C

U
S

S
, H

o
w

 are w
e su

p
p
o
sed

 to
 

serv
e?

 W
h
o
? W

h
y
?
  W

h
y
 w

o
u
ld

 co
-h

eirs w
ith

 th
e K

in
g
 o

f K
in

g
s n

eed
 to

 

serv
e an

y
o
n
e?

 W
h
at d

id
 o

u
r L

o
rd

 d
o
?
 P

R
A

Y
, “L

o
rd

, teach
 u

s to
 tru

st Y
o
u
 

an
d
 to

 see Y
o
u
r w

isd
o
m

 as so
 m

u
ch

 g
reater th

an
 o

u
r o

w
n
.”  

 

F
rid

a
y

 

R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-7

; J
a

m
e
s 1

:2
6
-2

7
; F

irst T
im

o
th

y
 3

:8
-1

3
. H

o
w

 h
as G

o
d

 

b
een

 teach
in

g
 y

o
u
 fro

m
 th

ese p
assag

es th
is w

eek
?
  

R
E

JO
IC

E
 if C

h
rist 

h
as co

u
n
ted

 y
o
u
 as p

art o
f H

is o
w

n
! P

R
A

Y
 fo

r ren
ew

al in
 th

e C
h
u
rch

 an
d

 

rev
iv

al in
 o

u
r lan

d
.  

 

S
a
tu

rd
a
y

 

P
R

E
P

A
R

E
 to

d
ay

 fo
r th

e g
ath

ered
 w

o
rsh

ip
 serv

ice to
m

o
rro

w
.  

 R
E

A
D

 A
cts 6

:1
-1

5
; 1

T
im

 3
:8

-1
3
.  In

v
ite o

th
ers to

 w
atch

 th
e live-strea

m
 

service w
ith

 
y
o
u
 to

m
o
rro

w
.  

P
ra

y
 
fo

r C
h
rist to

 g
ran

t u
s b

o
ld

n
ess in

 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 H

im
.  

  

F
irst T

im
o
th

y
 3

: 8
 –

 1
3
  

D
eaco

n
s lik

ew
ise m

u
st b

e d
ig

n
ified

, n
o
t d

o
u
b
le

-to
n
g
u
ed

, n
o
t ad

d
icted

 

to
 

m
u
ch

 
w

in
e, n

o
t 

g
reed

y
 

fo
r 

d
ish

o
n
est 

g
ain

. T
h
ey

 
m

u
st h

o
ld

 
th

e 

m
y
stery

 o
f th

e faith
 w

ith
 a clear co

n
scien

ce. A
n
d

 let th
em

 also
 b

e tested
 

first; th
en

 let th
em

 serv
e as d

eaco
n
s if th

ey
 p

ro
v

e th
em

selv
es b

lam
eless. 

T
h
eir 

w
iv

es 
lik

ew
ise m

u
st 

b
e 

d
ig

n
ified

, 
n
o
t 

slan
d
erers, 

b
u
t 

so
b
er-

m
in

d
ed

, faith
fu

l in
 all th

in
g
s. L

et d
eaco

n
s each

 b
e th

e h
u
sb

an
d
 o

f o
n
e 

w
ife, m

an
ag

in
g
 

th
eir 

ch
ild

ren
 

an
d
 

th
eir 

o
w

n
 

h
o
u
seh

o
ld

s 

w
ell. 1

3
 F

o
r th

o
se w

h
o
 serv

e w
ell as d

eaco
n
s g

ain
 a g

o
o
d
 stan

d
in

g
 fo

r 

th
em

selv
es an

d
 also

 g
reat co

n
fid

en
ce in

 th
e faith

 th
at is in

 C
h
rist Jesu

s. 


