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 Though it had been an ongoing issue, during the Medieval period the real question of 
authority came to the forefront of issues. Popes and Emperors were battling back and forth with 
their own ideas of authority, church tradition was setting in deeper as a standard of authority, and 
human reason over the Bible started to assert its desired authority as well. Bubbling and growing 
through the later 1700s and on through the 1800s was also the question of authority, but it 
became a forefront issue with the disastrous rise of liberalism in the early 1900s. As the 
foundations of truth eroded and the Bible itself was called into question in all the aspects of what 
the Bible is, authority was a serious question that the church faced. The reason of man, the 
science of man, the cultural ideas of man, and the feelings of man became the rule of all 
authority. The structure of subservience shifted dramatically in times like these. This bred a 
hideous monster that continued to devour the foundations that the church had left. Though God 
always purifies and strengthens His true people during these times, visible damage has increased 
up to our day. When the true Authority is forsaken and increasingly so, then the void that is left 
increases as well. And it just doesn’t stay a void, but it is filled with something else, some other 
authority in this case, which is no real authority at all, but only a mirage of one.  
 Because of the deceptiveness of sin that happens during the gradual changes within 
generations these types of monsters go unnoticed. They blend in with the crowds, so while 
societies grow, the monsters grow as the true Authority is forsaken more and more. Just like the 
very presence of these monsters go unnoticed, so does the growth of the monsters. And what 
happens with the intentions of these monsters is that as they grow they overpower their subjects 
til they gain more and more servants of their own. They come to steal, kill, and destroy. They 
come to devour and deceive. Though a remnant of God remains always through times like this, 
today, the church, by and large, has gotten captured and now serves someone else.  
 So this is the real question that we face today, who is our authority? Is it truly God? And 
is there evidence that this is actually, honestly true? If there is an authority over us that we live 
under then we are subservient to that authority. We are subject to that authority. We serve that 
authority. We can have only one Master. Our subjection and subservience cannot be divided. It 
can only truly lie with one. So the question that we need to be confronted with, every one of us, 
is this, is the one true and living God as He has revealed Himself to be in His Word, is He my 
Master and am I living under His authority? And as I tend to look elsewhere, because that is still 
a war within the Christian, am I forsaking that empty authority that I get enticed by and am I 
coming back under the authority of my true Master, because that’s where I truly belong, and I 
know that and want that? We really have to ask these questions, because all the things done 
within the issues and decisions of life fall under a standard of authority as these two main issues 
of this morning are. In our times, we must face this issue of authority head on with our issues in 
front of us and we must re-recognize who our authority is supposed to be. We must repent from 
our forsaking this Authority, from turning our backs on Him, and we must be revived. In order 
for this to happen, God must be merciful to us, granting us repentance, because what we have 
allowed to take place, on our watch, has warranted judgment. The authority of our Master and 
King must abide in us and through us in every sphere of life and when it does not, and society 
will reflect it, then the outcome of society in each generation is on us. We’ve allowed another 



authority to come in and take over, because we’ve backed off, given up on our duty, and have 
forsaken our Authority.  
 This has everything to do with what we will encounter today as we discuss the life of 
subservience. We see this in these two major statements, “a servant is not greater than his 
master” and "nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.” As we dig into this we will 
reflect on 1) Servant, 2) A servant is not greater than his master, 3) Messenger, and 4) Nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
 We begin by taking on the word “servant.” The word duolos in Greek is more accurately, 
bond-servant and more literally, slave. This is a person who belongs to someone else. This is a 
person without any ownership rights of their own. Now, right away does this strike you as 
oppressive and something you would reject? Would you say, “I’m no slave to anyone?” If you 
truly say that and mean it after going through what we will go through, then you are not a 
Christian, because a Christian is a slave of Christ. You are either a slave of sin or a slave of 
Christ. But you may say, “Well, I’m not a slave of sin, but I’m not a slave of Christ either, 
because being a slave is oppressive. Jesus wouldn’t make me a slave. He wants me to pursue my 
own happiness. Plus, I’ve always been a pretty good person, so I haven’t been a slave of sin.” 
This is where a biblical, theological foundation is a must. If we are not a slave of Christ then we 
are a slave of sin. It is one or the other. And here is where an aspect of authority comes in. If our 
authority is truly God and His Word then my definitions and understanding of slavery to sin will 
come from God, not me. Read Romans 6 in its full context with all of what is said leading up to 
Romans 6 as a foundation for Romans 6. Read John 8 and recognize the same objections that are 
heard today from many people who claim to be Christian.  
 When we change what God says about sin then when we get to this idea of being a slave 
of Christ, because we are no longer a slave to sin, we push back on all of that. We have so 
propped up a human pride that has come up with the idea that we are good by nature and that we 
always have been. And the monsters that have come into the church and deceived the visible 
church have made us buy into that. We buy into their lies and in turn come under their authority 
where we are encouraged by them to yell back to truth in objection saying, “How dare you tell 
me I’m not good and that I’m a slave to sin.” If we run headlong through life with these beliefs 
then we will not come to Christ in true repentance and faith. True repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ are founded upon seeing our slavery to sin and our need to be a slave of Christ, because of 
our slavery to sin. By God’s grace alone is how we can see that. This is redemption, deliverance, 
being freed and that reveals the glory of God’s grace.   
 When we see that and live as a slave of Christ, which is synonymous with following 
Christ under His Lordship, then we will grow in our understanding of this statement, “a servant 
is not greater than his master.” Redemption creates understanding of servanthood in following 
Christ and loving neighbor. In this statement we need to recognize the context of the statement 
where the term greater is in reference to master. So in this relationship of terms we need to look 
into the qualities of a master. A master has power, authority, rule, sovereignty, and wisdom. So 
this not being greater is a submission to the Master with action to serve according to His power, 
authority, rule, sovereignty, and wisdom. The servant has no greater power than their master. And 
when it is in reference of the sinner, sin, salvation, and living in that salvation we have no power 
of our own. Any power, any ability, and work produced is produced by God’s grace. The servant 



has no greater authority and rule than their master. How this relates to us is that we have no 
authority in ourselves period and any earthly authority that we may have has been given to us by 
God. When this authority is given by God then those redeemed in Christ will seek to honor this 
authority that is God’s authority and do so in humility, yet with boldness. The servant has no 
greater sovereignty than their master. We are not in control. We have no sovereignty as a human 
being as if we are independent and can control things outside of God’s will. This doesn’t mean 
that we are just robots. What it does mean is that all our free activity is either governed by a 
sinful nature or governed by a new recreated nature where the Spirit dwells and works for His 
good pleasure. What this also means for the people of God to realize more is that there is so 
much out of our immediate control. And the things that are in our control, as we do have 
responsibilities in life, exist under the sovereign control of our Master. This further means that 
what we dwell on from the past, as we find it easy to do, is often a fruitless endeavor, because 
there are no what ifs in the sovereign design of God over all of life. Fighting against our Master 
in this is futile, because He is greater and His ordination of everything is good and righteous. The 
servant has no greater wisdom than their master. A king, a master is wise with a discernment in 
the many decisions that he faces. Since this King and Master is Christ for the believer we know 
that all knowledge and wisdom is hidden in Christ and the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom. In order to live wisely we must have the Spirit in us and know the will of the Lord, 
which, the will of the Lord comes from the infinite wisdom of the Lord. We are to not lean on 
our own understanding in how we walk through life. This ought to be what informs our lives as 
we are to be servants. 
 But what hangs people up in this is that we can’t go directly to the Master, physically see 
Him, and have Him verbally, audibly answer us to tell us what we are to do. This doesn’t sit well 
with us finite humans, so we tend to look for other instruction elsewhere and create other ideas of 
who our Master is and how He’d answer us. This drives to the overarching principle regarding 
being a servant that’s not greater than their Master. Our Master’s standard of instruction is to be 
the absolute standard of how we follow Him and obey Him. God has given us an instruction 
manual where He has given us information on how we are saved and how to live in that life of 
salvation. But because we can’t see Him and we can’t audibly hear Him we aren’t satisfied with 
that manual. It isn’t sufficient for us, we often think. But His Word is sufficient and He has given 
us the Helper, the Spirit of truth to bring this subservient life into subjection of our Master. As 
this happens we live under the principle where we decrease and God increases, where it truly is 
our desire and our direction for His will to be done, not ours.  
 This was hard for the disciples, because they were often very slow to show humility and 
subservience in their call to serve one another selflessly as they served Christ. Instead they 
quarreled amongst themselves in who was greater between them. They were concerned about 
status and power, but life as a servant to a master is not about that. The way Christ calls us to 
serve is not with a mentality of ranking, superiority, power, or pride. If there is ever any self-
exaltation then that takes us away from being a servant of Christ. He is the very antithesis of self-
exaltation. Throughout this passage we get the doctrine of Christ where we see His humiliation, 
His exaltation, His Lordship, and His authority. Back in verse 12 we get a real picture of what 
Philippians 2:3-11 explains in the humiliation and exaltation of Jesus as this ties in with being a 
servant of Christ. Pauls says, 



 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 So once His work of service is finished in humbling Himself, Jesus then gets up, puts His 
outer garments back on and resumes His place as the Head of the table. This is very reminiscent 
of the plan, work, and glory of Jesus. He comes to serve. Once His service is finished He puts on 
His outer garments of supreme royalty and resumes His place as King. He emptied Himself to 
take the form of a servant. Then He resumed His place as the name above all names, so that those 
who would be redeemed by Him would come under His Lordship as servants of righteousness 
for the glory of Christ and for our own good. They, us if we are in Christ, would serve Him by 
following in His humility. So thinking too highly of ourselves in power, authority, rule, 
sovereignty, wisdom, and so on, if it is the ongoing character of our life, then it shows that we 
are not slaves of Christ, but still slaves of sin. The progression, though imperfect, of the Christian 
life is to do what our Master tells us to do through His Word, which is the standard of authority 
for faith and life.  
 So coming from this life of subservience at this fundamental level then comes being a 
messenger. A messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. As God the Father sent His 
Son, so then all who live in the Son are sent by the Son to be messengers. So the characteristic of 
that life is to show a subservience, a submissiveness to the One who sends us. Blending the first 
part of what we just talked about in being a servant into being a messenger 2 Corinthians 3:4-6 
says this, “4Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5Not that we are 
sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 
6who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. 
For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 
 So let’s look at the word “messenger” first. The word is apostolos, a messenger, one sent 
on a mission is from the word apostéllō, to commission or send forth. Does the word sound 
familiar? Apostle? There are a couple of questions that ought to come up. 1) Is this just talking to 
these immediate Apostles, therefore it has no relevance for us at all? No. 2) Does this mean that 
all of us are apostles? Yes and no. We will deal with the no first. We are not all Apostles, big A. 
There have only ever been 12 directly commissioned by the risen Savior. This Apostolic office 
had three requirements, which were to see the resurrected Lord Himself, to be sent out by Him in 
its most literal and physical sense, and to have the ability to perform signs and wonders where 
there was immediate outcome for the strict purpose of authenticating that distinct office and the 
message that pointed to Christ. So anyone who claims to be an Apostle today is a charlatan. And 
there are many today, just like there are many who think they have the Prophetic gift of telling 
the future. Many falsely claim that this specific office of Apostle has been restored in our day in 
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order to usher in the second coming of Jesus. This is how they can, on one level, justify their 
claims of signs and wonders. Distinguished from this is the general commission of all Christians 
as apostles, with a little a. Every single Christian is commissioned by God to be His messenger, 
which is what the literal meaning of the term apostle means in general. We are all called to be 
ambassadors of Christ bringing His message into all areas of the world and society. 
 As we do this we must grow in our understanding and in our activity of not being greater 
than the one who has sent us out. This comes out of the very essence of what being a messenger 
is. It is someone who is given a message that is not theirs and they are to declare that message for 
the someone who gave them their message. Within this is an aspect of our call that covers all the 
details that this call can go into and that is this. The message we are to give is not our message. 
This means that the message itself is not to be tampered with and changed. This then means that 
the method of how to give that message is to be governed by the one who sends us out in how He 
would want us to give it. And this means, if this message is the way that our Sender has ordained 
to do something through, using it to achieve His purposes, then we ought to increase in greater 
obedience to this call. All of this shows a subservience to the one who is greater than us. 
 Foundational to this duty is recognizing that it is a message to be spoken. We can often 
give an illustration of what this message says by how we live our lives, but that’s not what this is 
saying and much of what Scripture says on this essential part to the Christian life. This call 
demands that we open our mouths and speak the message He has given us to speak. I can’t just 
say I am showing it through my behavior in life without actually speaking the message. That 
would miss the mark on what I’m called to do at the very root of my calling, which is one for all 
Christians. Also, this message must be the message of God, not something different. This means 
that if I believe the content of God’s message is something that it’s actually not and then 
proclaim that falsehood to someone, then I’m not God’s messenger. An easy example of this is 
all the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses that you see going door to door or out on street corners. 
Their message is a different message, a different gospel, which is no gospel at all. So when they 
go out to be a messenger they are not one sent by God. They are not a messenger of God. Their 
message isn’t in alignment with the message of God in truth.  
 Having said this, this makes us recognize the seriousness of this, but unfortunately what 
can happen is, a Christian can get seized up, because they feel inadequate, incapable, and scared 
in speaking God’s message. This is common, but when this happens it is actually a form of trying 
to be greater than the one who sends us out. How so? We think that He can’t work through our 
inadequacies, nervousness, and imperfection, because those issues are too great. Therefore, what 
happens in that scenario is that we say God is not greater, the message giver is not greater than 
the messenger, because He can’t work through me. If we follow through with that then we are 
missing out on the blessing of God. And what’s that blessing? Is it health, wealth, and 
prosperity? No. The blessing is being used by God as a vessel for honorable use in the whole 
plan and purpose of God. The blessing is not only Him working through you in those cases, but 
also Him working in you, because often times when we go out with His message and with 
confidence in His sovereignty through all our weaknesses, then we grow. We grow in our 
understanding of how to explain His message more accurately and in various situations, so we 
are ready for the next time. And we grow in our confidence that ought to be in the strength of 



God and not us. This is some of the greatest blessings in life and too often we miss out on it, 
because we are so wrapped up in ourselves.  
 And this comes back to an authority issue. All of this subservience that ought to be in our 
life means we walk by faith and not by sight, which means we walk governed by the truth of God 
that comes to us in and through the eternal life Jesus gives. Faith is practically lived out by 
having confidence in the sovereign actions and purposes of God for our life and for the outcomes 
of each day in the whole of world history. The nature of salvation in Christ alone always leads to 
subservience, to being a slave of Christ, in an intentional way where we are not greater than our 
Master, the one who saves us and the one who sends us out. This all rests in the supreme 
authority of God and His Word for all of life. 


