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It is imperative that false teachings be identified and eliminated in the Church. 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer... (1 Timothy 1:3) 

 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I know that after I 

leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own 

number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on 

your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day 

with tears. 

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you 

an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or 

clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the 

needs of my companions. (Acts 20:28-34) 

 

…such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no 

wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his 

servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. (2 Corinthians 11:14-15) 

 

I. Paul is inspired to strongly state that those who deviate from the teaching of the 

Apostles are full of only themselves. (v. 3-4a) 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 

God. (Colossians 3:16) 

 

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment 

as the devil. (1 Timothy 3:6) 

 

II. They have a sick desire to question truth and argue over words, (v. 4b) 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and 

endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing 

God’s work—which is by faith. (1 Timothy 1:3-4) 

 

III. which produces unhealthy and unholy results and relationships. (v. 4c-5a) 

 



A. Envy: Jealousy wanting another’s place or respect. 

Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. 

(Philippians 1:15) 

 

B. Strife: The absence of peace (quarrels, contention, wrangling, discord, debate, 

dissention) 

For since there is still jealousy and dissension among you, are you not influenced by the flesh 

and behaving like unregenerate people? (1 Corinthians 3:3 -NET) 

 

C. Malicious talk: blasphemy (abusive language)  

I also know the slander against you by those who call themselves Jews and really are not, but 

are a synagogue of Satan. (Revelation 2:9b) 

 

D. Evil suspicions: surmisings  

E. Constant friction: constant bickering, perverse disputing  

F. Corrupt mind: to rot thoroughly, destroy, ruin 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23a) 

 

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every 

tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you 

will recognize them. (Matthew 7:15-20) 

 

…tag them for what they are: ignorant windbags who infect the air with germs of envy, 

controversy, bad-mouthing, suspicious rumors. (v.4 – Mssg.) 

 
 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. They want to 

be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so 

confidently affirm. (1 Timothy 1:5-7) 

 

IV. Such false teachers are often following monetary riches rather than the Lord. (v. 5b) 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be 

wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look 

like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. (Romans 1:21-23) 

 



To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock. (1 Peter 5:1-3) 

 

Now the overseer is to be above reproach…not a lover of money. (1 Timothy 3:2a, 3d) 

 

For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick 

you. On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We 

are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. You know we never used flattery, 

nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. (1 Thessalonians 2:3-5) 

 

Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple get their food from the temple, and that 

those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has 

commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do 

such things for me, for I would rather die than allow anyone to deprive me of this boast. For 

when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not 

preach the gospel! If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply 

discharging the trust committed to me. What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the 

gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as a preacher of the 

gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:13-18) 

 


