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Joel 3:1-9 
 

3:1 – “For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and 

Jerusalem, 

 
1. “For” indicates that Joel is now going to explain in detail what he had just introduced. 

2. When God restores Israel in the distant future he will also bring the nations to Jerusalem to be 

judged. The nations will come to destroy Israel, but they will be destroyed by the Lord. 

3. Restoration is Israel returning from the 722 dispersion (and, the Roman dispersion of 70 AD) to 

become the nation that will enter the Kingdom Age. 

a. Deuteronomy 30:3 promised this – “When all these blessings and curses I have set 

before you come on you and you take them to heart wherever the Lord your God 

disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children return to the Lord 

your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything 

I command you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have 

compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.” 

b. Ezekiel 39:25 -  “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will now restore the 

fortunes of Jacob and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be 

zealous for my holy name. 

4. The restoration of Israel is the beginning of the judgment of the nations and the establishment 

of the kingdom age. 

a. Romans 11:15 – “For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will 

their acceptance mean but life from the dead?” 

 

3:2 – “I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And I will 

enter into judgment with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because 

they have scattered them among the nations and have divided up my land, 
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1. “Valley of Jehoshaphat” means literally “Yahweh Judges” 

a. This is the only place this is a geographical location. 

b. It may be in the Kidron Valley or that valley extended toward the Dead Sea (King 

Jehoshaphat) 

c. It may not be a location, but an event. The event would be “Yahweh Judges” and it 

would be there in Jerusalem where the nations have been gathered. 

2. Valleys are often the place of battles 

3. In verse 2:14 this location is called “valley of decision” where the nations are judged for 

scattering God’s people -  

“Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision!”  

4. This may be the name of the new valley formed when the Lord returns as described in 

Zechariah 14:4 -  

“On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of 

Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain 

moving north and half moving south.” 

5. Jesus refers to this verse in his account of the final judgment when the Son of Man comes in 

his glory in Matthew 25:31-46 –  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep 

on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world……….” 

6.  

 

Joel 3:3 – “and have cast lots for my people, and have traded a boy for a prostitute, and have 

sold a girl for wine and have drunk it. 
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1. Jews were considered worth so little that: 

a. A price for a slave boy was equal to the price of a night with a prostitute 

b. A price for a slave girl was equal to wine (a glass? a bottle? a night’s bar tab?) 

2. This was partially fulfilled in the 300’s by Antiochus Epiphanes, but this is talking about 

something bigger and eschatological. 

a. It may include Rome and the local militaries in 70 AD 

b. It may include the AntiChrist and the nations at the 3 ½ year mark pursuing Israel 

 

Joel 3:4 – “What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? Are you 

paying me back for something? If you are paying me back, I will return your payment on your 

own head swiftly and speedily. 

 
1. The Phoenicians (Tyre and Sidon) and the Philistines (Philistia) are mentioned.  

a. This would be modern Lebanon and Gaza 

b. Tyre was destroyed by Alexander in 332 BC 

2. Why only mention Phoenicia and Philistia? Where are mentions of Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, 

etc? 

a. Phoenicians and Philistines may have done some unremember crime against Israel in 

Joel’s day 

b. When the northern army invades the local militaries may take advantage of Israel’s 

weakness just like Edom did in the book of Obadiah when Babylon invaded Judah 

c. These may be examples representing all the nations 
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3. Their sin against God is mentioned next verse: 

a. Taken the Lord’s silver and gold 

b. Carried the Lord’s treasures into their pagan temples 

c. Sold the Lord’s people to the Greeks to be slaves 

d. Removed the Lord’s people from the Promised Land so they could occupy it 

 

Joel 3:5 – “For you have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried my rich treasures into 

your temples. 

 
 

 

Joel 3:6 – “You have sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove 

them far from their own border. 
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Joel 3:7 – “Behold, I will stir them up from the place to which you have sold them, and I will 

return your payment on your own head. 

 
 

 

Joel 3:8 – “I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the people of Judah, and 

they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a nation far away, for the LORD has spoken.” 

 

 
1. 332 BC - the citizens of Tyre and Gaza where conquered and enslaved by Alexander 
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Joel 3:9 – “Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty men. Let all 

the men of war draw near; let them come up. 

 

 
 

1. God calls the nations to battle. 

a. The nations may think God is calling them to battle to be victorious. 

b. But, the Lord is calling the nations to march into battle to be defeated. 

c. Revelation 16:13-16 (Read 16:12-21 with earthquake the splits Jerusalem into three 

parts) – “And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the 

beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they 

are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to 

assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. . . And they assembled 

them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”  

d. Zechariah 12:9 –  

2. Clearly we are no longer talking about a locust invasion. This supports the switch from locust 

to a demon infested military in 2:1. 

a. Locust invasion in Joel’s day 

b. Jewish exile 

c. Forgiveness of Israel 

d. Restoration of Israel 

e. Judgment of Nations 

f. Kingdom of God 


