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Glorying in Christ through Genesis
Luke 24:25-27

Introduction *What is the Bible about? Luke tells what the Bible is about.

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spo-
ken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself. Luke 24:25-27 [ESV]

Genesis is the fountainhead of truth about Jesus. He and His redeeming work are be-
ginning to be revealed, albeit in the shadow land of the Old Covenant.

It is the fountainhead of Jesus’ sovereign rule. We find that God expects to rule
and to be the titular king over His people. He establishes that rule through His
covenant and His Word.

It is the fountainhead of Jesus’ personal identity. All through the book, the Spirit
shines on characters in the narratives that are shadows of the substance, the Lord
Jesus.

It is the fountainhead of Jesus’ saving mission. Flowing from the words of sacri-
fice, come the streams of saving mercies through a Savior. By the end of Gene-
sis, all readers are expected to understand that animals being sacrificed are a sub-
stitute until the true Sacrifice comes.

It is the fountainhead of Jesus’ martial union. Through the metaphor of marriage
and the stories of marriage, we begin to have a glimpse into the union of Christ
with His bride. The great mystery that Paul explores in Ephesians is tied to the
marriage of Adam and Eve, to the institution of marriage itself.

It is the fountainhead of Jesus’ ultimate victory. While fallenness and failures
tend to dominate the text, there are grand moments of victory over sin and the
enemies of God. In these we begin to see the Great War our soul’s enemy has
waged and his eventual defeat.

| intend this morning for an illustrative summary, not an exhaustive study, of the
great Christ-centeredness of the Genesis. It sets the stage for Jesus being at the center
of the redemptive story.

12 Al Scripture texts in this message from the English Standard Version.

© 2004 by Russ Kennedy All rights reserved.
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The Creator of the Universe Genesis 2:4

Jesus the creator and sustainer of all that is made, of all that is not God. He has
brought it into existence as the creating word from His Father. He sustains it by the
Word of His power. Marred now by sin and the fall with its curse, He is bringing
about a new creation beginning with His people and culminating in the New Heavens
and New Earth.

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

Colossians 1:15-16

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through
him and for him.

The Seeker of the Fallen Genesis 3:1-20

Jesus is the voice, the questioner, the accuser, the Redeemer. He is the one who pur-
sues His people, prosecutes His people, is punished on behalf of His people and then
acquits them and sets them free.

Luke 19:1-10

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was
small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to
see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for |
must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received
him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the
Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, | restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

John 4:23-2

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.
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The Future Victor Genesis 3:11-15

In this prophecy to Satan, God introduces the One who, through the bruising of His
heel, will bring the victory over the Enemy. Through His own death and resurrection,
the chief instrument of Satan’s rule, death, is overcome through Jesus’ reigning life.

Romans 16:19-20

For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but | want you
to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. The God of
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

Hebrews 2:14-15

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise par-
took of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has
the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of
death were subject to lifelong slavery.

Revelation 20:1-3, 10

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key
to the bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that an-
cient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,
and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After
that he must be released for a little while.

...and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.

The Ark of Safety in Judgment Genesis 6:11-22

Christ is the Ark in whom we are safe from the wrath of God and in the Day of
Judgment.

1 Peter 3:18-20

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they
formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
brought safely through water.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among
you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus
who delivers us from the wrath to come.
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The Seal of God’s Covenant Good Genesis 9:8-17

The Lord Jesus brings God’s good to His people though His covenants in which he
has given us seals and symbols of His purposes. Thus, we who have been delivered
from the wrath of God and emerge as new creations in Christ have been sealed with
the Holy Spirit. The rainbow throughout the Bible points us to all that Christ pur-
poses and promises.

Ezekiel 1:26-28

And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in
appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a
likeness with a human appearance. And upward from what had the appear-
ance of his waist | saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire
enclosed all around. And downward from what had the appearance of his
waist | saw as it were the appearance of fire, and there was brightness around
him. Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain,
so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the appearance
of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when | saw it, | fell on my face,
and | heard the voice of one speaking.

Revelation 4:1-6

After this | looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first
voice, which | had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here,
and | will show you what must take place after this.” At once | was in the
Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.
And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around
the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Around the
throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four
elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven
spirits of God, and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like
crystal.

Revelation 10:1-7

Then | saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a
cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his
legs like pillars of fire. He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his
right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, and called out with a loud
voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded.
And when the seven thunders had sounded, | was about to write, but | heard a
voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and
do not write it down.” And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on
the land raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever
and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and
the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, but that in the
days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of
God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.
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The Abrahamic Descendent Genesis 17:1-8

Jesus is the promised descendant, the son of Abraham. It is through Him that all be-
lievers are Abraham’s sons.

Romans 4:7-12

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are cov-
ered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” Is
this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We
say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it
counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not
after, but before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as
a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircum-
cised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without be-
ing circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, and
to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised
but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had
before he was circumcised.

Galatians 3:7-14; 23-29

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be
blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham,
the man of faith. For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for
it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in
the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified
before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is
not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ re-
deemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Je-
sus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might re-
ceive the promised Spirit through faith.

(23) Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned
until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that
faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are
all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs ac-
cording to promise.
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The Lamb until the Son Genesis 22:9-18

Jesus is the true Lamb, the Son who is the sacrifice for the sins of His people. Isaac,
the son of Abraham goes to be sacrificed. A ram, a substitute takes his place and is
sacrificed. The blood of lambs, goats and bulls will be shed as a covering until the
final son, the final Isaac, Jesus, who will pour out His own life as the once-for-ever
sacrifice.

John 1:29-34

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, *Af-
ter me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.” | my-
self did not know him, but for this purpose | came baptizing with water, that
he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “lI saw the Spirit de-
scend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.” And | have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of
God.”

Hebrews 9:11-15

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come,
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing
an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood
of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification
of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eter-
nal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from
dead works to serve the living God. Therefore he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in-
heritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgres-
sions committed under the first covenant.

Revelation 5:1-10

Then | saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll
written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And | saw a strong
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and
break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was
able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals.”

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders |
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And
he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the
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throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they
sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made
them a kingdom and priests to our God, they shall reign on the earth.”

The Ladder to Heaven Genesis 28:10-17

Jesus is the ladder to heaven. He is the gate and house of God. In our sojourn here on
earth and through the difficult hardships flowing out of sin and fallenness, we need
to know that the Lord ever sees us, is ever with us and ever keeps us in His care.

John 1:43-51

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Be-
fore Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, |1 saw you.” Na-
thanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because | said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig
tree,” do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
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The Mistreated Brother Genesis 37:25-28

Jesus is the one who came to live among his brethren. He was hated, mistreated,
misunderstood, persecuted and finally killed. Yet in all this, He never struck back;
He never reviled but committed Himself to God who judges justly. Through the very
sins of others against Him, He brought about the salvation of His people.

1 Peter 2:18-25

Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and
gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of
God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if,
when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and
suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, nei-
ther was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting him-
self to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the
tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The Servant of God’s Great Purposes Genesis 50:15-21

Jesus serves to do the good will of His Father whose purposes are glorious and
whose providences can be trusted. In doing so, Jesus, the mighty ruler, leans toward
us, His brethren, we who are sons by faith in Him. He will provide for us and take
care of us.

Hebrews 2:10-13

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect
through suffering. For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying,
“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I
will sing your praise.” And again, “l will put my trust in him.” And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”

Hebrews 4:14-16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.
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Lessons Two Christ-exalting, heart-lifting texts from Philippians in closing:
Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness
of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obe-
dient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly ex-
alted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

Philippians 3:20-4:1

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. Therefore, my
brothers, whom 1| love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the
Lord, my beloved.

Therefore, through Genesis and all the Bible we glory in Christ who has been made
low and has been exalted to the highest place so that we will know Him, reflect Him,
glory in Him and stand firm in Him until He comes.
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