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Colossians 3:19 
 

 

Husbands love your wives, and do not be 

harsh (bitter) with them 
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Husbands 
There is a positive command and a negative command: 

Positive: Husbands love your wives  

Negative: And do not be bitter/harsh with them  

 

Husbands love your wives  

Ephesians 5:25-33  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, 26  that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that 
he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ 
does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife 
see that she respects her husband. 
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Love 
Ephesians 1:3-6 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as 

he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through 

Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 

grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
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1 John 4:7-12 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among 

us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides 

in us and his love is perfected in us. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 

concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for 

all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their 

sake died and was raised.  
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