
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 

First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 24th, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 6: 8 – 15 

 

The Case Against Stephen 
 

1. Stephen Is Proclaiming that Jesus Is the Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Christ’s Opponent’s Use the Same Playbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Glory of Christ Shines Through His People. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture records the resistance that Stephen (representing this new office of Deacons) 

encounters from those opposed to Christ. It seems crazy that anyone would oppose caring 

for widows, but they hate Christ and all for which He stands. Their strategy is predictable. 

They distort the truth and stir up dissension just like the Father of Lies always does. The 

way of Life is always opposed by the forces of death. At least for the moment. Stephen’s 

radiance points us to the coming glory when we will be with our Savior King face-to-face. 

Let us so trust in the coming of that Day that we are willing to live to His glory today and 

every day until then.  
 

 

Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 
 



Galatians 3:7 – 9 
 

“Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 

foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 

Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith 

are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
 

 

 

Matthew 5: 17 – 20  
 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever 

relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 

 

Taken from The Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
 

Question #27: How does Christ execute the office of a king? 

 

Answer: Christ executes the office of a king in subduing us to Himself, in ruling and 

defending us, and in restraining and conquering all His and our enemies. 
 

 

 

Acts—Series Overview  
 

The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 

Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 

the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 

return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 

the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 

constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 

faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 

will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    
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