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Revelation 1:19-20 19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter; 20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the 
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. 
 
Revelation 2:1-7 1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth 
the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and 
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 
And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that 
thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God. 
 
Let’s make something very clear from the start: Jesus is talking to the churches here. That is, he 
is talking to seven of the churches, one of which is “of Ephesus” (verse 1). A church is an 
ekklēsia, “a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an 
assembly”, and in a Christian sense, “those who anywhere, in a city, village, constitute such a 
company and are united into one body”. This is very important to realize: Jesus is not telling 
you, individually, about the good or evil that you’ve done. He’s telling us, corporately, about the 
good or evil that we’ve done. The church, the congregation of God, is held responsible for what it 
does or doesn’t do as a body. So, you may be the finest Christian who has ever walked the earth, 
but if you belong to a church that’s failing to do what a church ought to do, you’re not being what 
you ought to be as a Christian. This then is a lesson for the church and those who are members 
of a church, not in the universal sense, but in the local sense. 
 
For this lesson, we’re going to narrow theses verses down to three things that Jesus says about 
the church of Ephesus:  
 
Let’s start with some commentary on THE GOOD:  
 
2a I know thy works,  
 
“Works” are “…moral duties or external performances, as distinct from grace…”. 
 

Titus 2:13 …that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 

 
Ephesians 2:10 …created in Christ Jesus unto good works... 

 
2 Timothy 3:16 …throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
Matthew 5:16 … they may see your good works… 

 
“Works” are what the church produces. The works of the church are how the world sees God and 
how God is glorified in the world. 
 
2b and thy labour, / 3c and for my name's sake hast laboured,  
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“Labour” means “…to exert muscular strength; to act or move with painful effort, particularly in 
servile occupations; to work; to toil…” and “…to exert one's powers of body or mind, or both, in 
the prosecution of any design; to strive; to take pains…” and “…To toil; to be burdened…” 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 …ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
Revelation 14:13 …that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 

 
“Labour” is the effort of the church in producing good works. Labor is consistent, hard, painful, 
toil and exertion, in physical, mental, and spiritual works. We can imply that labor is not easy. 
 
2c and thy patience, / 3b and hast patience,  
 
“Patience” means “…the suffering of afflictions, pain, toil, calamity, provocation or other evil, 
with a calm, unruffled temper; endurance without murmuring or fretfulness. Patience may 
spring from constitutional fortitude, from a kind of heroic pride, or from Christian submission 
to the divine will…”. 
 

Luke 21:19 In your patience possess ye your souls. 
 

Romans 5:3-4 …knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience… 
 

2 Peter 1:5-6 …add to your faith …to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
 
“Patience” is the act of the church of enduring the labor of producing good works in submission 
to God’s will. The patience of the church is because of their love: for God, neighbor, and 
brethren.  
 
2d and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: / 2e and thou hast tried them 
which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: / 6 But this 
thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
 
“Evil” means “…depravity; corruption of heart, or disposition to commit wickedness; 
malignity…”.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:33 …evil communications corrupt good manners. 
 

2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse… 
 
1 John 4:1-3 …try the spirits whether they are of God…every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist… 

 
1 Peter 3:10-12 …he that will love life, and see good days…Let him eschew evil, and do 
good…the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 

 
The church, being “the pillar and ground of the truth”, not only for its members, but for the 
world, is where the terms “good” and “evil” are defined. If evil corrupts and if evil gets worse 
through deception and seduction, then the church must stand at the gates of Hell, declaring 
what is good and what is evil to every creature. The church must love what God loves and hate 
what God hates. 
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3a And hast borne,  
 
“Borne” means “…to bear what is burdensome…”. 
 

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
 
Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves. 

 
Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 
“Bearing” is the act of carrying a burden. The church carries the cross of Jesus Christ as a 
symbol of salvation and of hope through their trials and tribulations. The church is the place 
where Christians may experience the freedom of the light burden and the easy yoke of Christ. 
 
3d and hast not fainted. 
 
“Faint” means “…To sink into dejection; to lose courage or spirit…”.  
 

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. 
 

“Not fainting” is the act of staying strong no matter what befalls us. It is perseverance of the 
saints. The church ought to be a place of strength where there is no wishy-washy wandering 
about, but where the message is consistent and clear to the members and the world. 
 
Jesus knows and states all of these things about the church of Ephesus, about this body of 
believers called out to assemble in the city. These all seem very positive, and if we were to leave 
them here, we would think that there was nothing wrong with the Ephesian church at all, but 
there is THE BAD: 
 
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 

 
Matthew 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

 
There is a reason Ephesus was first in the list of the seven churches, for their wrongdoing was 
perhaps the most serious of all: they had left their first love. All the good that they had done: 
their works, their labor, their patience, the truth of their doctrine and their practice, their 
strength, and their perseverance, meant absolutely nothing if they had left their first love. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. 

 
The church may be absolutely biblical both in her doctrine and practice. The church may 
demonstrate absolute faith in God through her works. The church may give of her means with 
absolute generosity. She may have wonderful programs and massive attendance at her meeting 
times. But, if it is all done out of duty or for reasons other than love, if it is because she has 
become self-centered rather than God-centered, the church is nothing. Nothing at all. The 
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church without love is no profit to God, to her community, or to her members. What is this “first 
love” that Jesus is talking about? 
 

Mark 12:28-30 28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, 
and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment 
of all? 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: (Deuteronomy 6:5) 
this is the first commandment.  
 

The “first love” is the love of God. This is the thing that the church had “left”. We should pay 
attention to the words here. Jesus doesn’t say that the church had lost its first love. He says that 
they had left their first love. Leaving is active. Losing is passive. The church had, with purpose 
over time, left love for duty or for other reasons. When the first love has been left, the other loves 
also are left. The love of God precedes and is a necessity for the other loves. 

 
Mark 12:31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. (Leviticus 19:18) There is none other commandment greater than these.  
 
Romans 13:8-10 8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the law. 9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, 
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any 
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. 10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 

The second love is the love of neighbor. Not only the Christian neighbor at the same or another 
church, but generally all the neighbors in the community where the church lives and works. 

 
John 13:34-35 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 
The third love is the love of brethren (members of the church). This is the most specific of the 
the loves and it is the third great commandment, originating in the new testament, the new law, 
of Jesus Christ. The church members are to love one another sincerely, purely, fervently (1 Peter 
1:22).  

 
2 John 1:5-6 5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto 
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 6 And this is love, 
that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 
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These three loves reveal the kingdom of God on earth. Without the first love, the other two loves 
are worthless before God. With the first love, the other two loves reveal the Father, by the Son, 
through the Holy Ghost. And it is in those loves, in the keeping of those commands, that the 
church shows the world the kingdom of God. 
 

Mark 12:32-34 32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for 
there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 And to love him with all the heart, and 
with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to 
love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34 And 
when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

 
We ought to be ashamed. We ought to humble ourselves before the Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
left our first love. We have have been true to our doctrine and our practice, but we have stopped 
loving God, neighbor, brethren as we should. What then is THE REMEDY? 
 
5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; 

 
Remember. Repent. Do. These are the remedies for us when we have left our first love. 
Remember that Jesus Christ is our bridegroom and we, the church, are his bride. It was his love 
for us that drew us to him. We loved him because he loved us. Our love has waxed cold toward 
him because we have turned away from him toward ourselves and the world. We must repent 
(turn away) from our idolatries and return to our bridegroom. And when we have turned back 
toward him, then (and only then) can we love our neighbor and our brethren as we ought to do. 
That is, we can do the works that are produced from a heart fully given over in love. 

 
Ephesians 5:1-2 1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

 
We don’t walk in love. We have forgotten how Christ loved us. We have substituted duty for love 
and, if we don’t remember, repent, and do what Jesus commanded, our candlestick will be 
removed and the church will be no more. 


