
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Declaring, “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today,  
and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 

 
 

May 3rd, 2020 
 
 

The 

 
of Woodstock 
WoodstockW



 
 
 

 The Order of Morning Worship 
 For assistance as we “gather” remotely for the live streaming worship service. 

    
 May 3rd, 2020  Ten-thirty 
    
 Welcome  Pastor Doug Warren 
 Prelude & Silent Prayer  

 Call to Worship Isaiah 6: 1 – 3 Pastor Doug Warren 
  

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!”  

 

    
 Hymn of Exultation   Jesus Shall Reign Number 441  



 

 
    
 Scripture Reading John 6: 51, 60 – 63 Pastor Doug Warren 
  

51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of 
the world is My flesh.” 



60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a 
difficult statement; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His 
disciples grumbled at this, said to them, “Does this cause you to 
stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  

 

 Pastor: The Word of the Lord.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

   
 Pastoral Prayer Pastor Doug Warren 
   
 Children’s Message  Pastor Doug Warren 
   
 The Sermon  “Speaking All the Promises of Life” Pastor Doug Warren 
  

Acts 5: 17 – 26 
 
17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them 
in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 
prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and 
speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they 
entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 
 

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called 
together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison 
to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in 
the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely 
locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found 
no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests 
heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what 
this would come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men 
whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the 
people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by 
force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 

 

    
 Hymn of Commitment It Is Well with My Soul Number 691 



 

 
  



 Benediction Hebrews 13: 20 – 21  Pastor Doug Warren 
  

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working 
in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  

 The Congregation may be seated after the Benediction for silent prayer 
  

 Hymn of Anticipation God Be with You Till We Meet Again (v. 1) Number 385 
 

 
  
 Postlude  
   

 
 

~~ Organist: Anne Hablitzel ~~ 
 

 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tithing 

 
Through the hard work of the Deacons and Michael Byrne, the church now has the 
ability to accept online donations. Here is the link for making an online 
donation: https://www.fccw.net/donate/. You will be able to tithe to the general fund, 
give to the Easter Offering, etc. If you want to use your mobile phone, set your mobile 
phone browser to https://www.fccw.net/donate/, it will automatically format the page to 
your phone screen. This is a very safe and secure way for you to be able to give to the 
church.  
 
If you are uncomfortable with online giving and prefer to mail your tithe, please don't 
hesitate to continue to mail your checks to FCCW, ATTN: Treasurer, 36 Elm Street, 
Woodstock, VT 05091. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

If you have any questions or prayer requests,  
please email them to me at fccwinfo@gmail.com. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Testimonies Requested 

 
The Elders believe that the congregation would be blessed to hear the testimonies of 
God’s people as another way to encourage and sustain everyone during this season of 
trial and perseverance. To that end we would invite you to send your testimony of praise 
to Terri who will collect them and periodically publish for everyone to read. 
 
The prophet Jeremiah declared in Chapter 51:10 that we should "announce everything 
that God has done" and the book of 1 Chronicles 16: 8, 9 that "we should proclaim 
God’s greatness." Psalm 9:11 implores believers to "tell the world about God’s 
unforgettable deeds." Certainly we have much to tell and so much to be grateful for. 
God bless you all as we travel this road in faith and adoration to the Lord’s greatness 
and provision for his people. 
 
The Elders 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please Fill Out Elder’s Questionnaire 

 
If you have not filled out the Elders’ questionnaire, please do so and return to me via 
email or snail mail (FCCW, 36 Elm Street, Woodstock, VT 05091). The questionnaire 
is on the next page. Please fill out a questionnaire for each person in your household. 
Every person has different health needs, contact information, and concerns. Thank you 
for helping the leadership stay connected with the needs of the body. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
Elders’ Questionnaire 

 
If you have not sent the answers to the questions below via email, please answer the 
questions and return via email or snail mail.  
 
From the Elders: 
 
With the Coronavirus outbreak we want to make sure that everyone at First 
Congregational Church of Woodstock is receiving loving care physically and 
spiritually.  
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 

• Do you have any symptoms such as a cough or fever?  
 

• Do you have any complicating health concerns such as respiratory issues or a 
compromised immune system?  

 
• Are you under medical quarantine or social isolation?  

 
• Do you have enough food and medicine for the next month? 

  
• Are you under a doctor’s care?  

 
• What is the most concerning part of this current outbreak for you?  

 
• What needs do you have?  

 
• How can the Elders best pray for you?  

 
• Do you have access to FaceTime, Skype, Zoom, or some other means of video 

conferencing? If so, what is your contact information?  
 

• What Bible verse or passage has been the most helpful for you in the past week?  
  
 
Additionally, 

• Are you available to help drive people to the doctor?  
 

• Would you be able to transport groceries or other essentials to those homebound?  
 

• What time of the day/week are you most available?  
 
 
By Christ's Grace, 
 
Pastor Doug 
 

 



Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 
First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 3rd, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 5:17 – 26 
 

Speaking All the Promises of Life 
 
1. After a Brief Respite, the Persecution Returns (17-18). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Apostles Receive a Supernatural Assist to Stay on Mission (19-21a). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Fickle Masses Help Here, Hinder Elsewhere (21b-26).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Christ Is Orchestrating the Growth of His Kingdom.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus had commissioned His people to serve as His witnesses. When they are imprisoned 
and kept from doing that, He sent His angel to release them and send them back to speak 
all the promises of this Life. This mission is central to who we are and what we are to do 
as His witnesses. How are you demonstrating faith in Christ today by  both living and 
speaking all the promises of Life?  
 
 

 



John 6: 51, 60 – 63 
51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; 
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to 
them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending 
to where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  

 
 
 

Taken from The Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
 

Question #26: How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?  

Answer: The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in 
us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling. 

 
 
Question #31: What is effectual calling?  

Answer: Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin 
and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, He 
persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel. 

 
 
 
 

Acts—Series Overview  
 
The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 
Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 
the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 
return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 
the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 
constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 
faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 
will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    
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