
1 Pet. 3:17-18 (LD 15)  “The Just Suffers for the Unjust”

For the Children: During wars, many people may suffer greatly and lay down their lives for their country.  A spy 
who has been captured might endure much suffering and pain, rather than give away information to the enemy.  
Such bravery can benefit many people.  But no man, no matter how brave, can remove our sin.  The only One 
who could do that had to be God as well as perfect man.  He also had to suffer much more than anyone else – 
not only physical agony and death, but the agony of separation from God and the weight of His anger against 
our sin.  Questions: Why couldn’t God just ignore our sin and let it go – without anyone having to suffer?   How 
much of our sin did Jesus pay for?  Why do we still need to suffer in this life?

Introduction:

First Point: Christ’s Once-for-All Suffering
1) The Purpose of His Suffering: LD 15 and our text tell us why Jesus had to suffer: to set us free from 

eternal condemnation; to gain for us eternal life; and to bring us to God.  All of this is, of course, for 
God’s glory.

2) The Only Way: Why could God not simply drop all charges and forgive, without Christ’s suffering?  There
are several reasons: man’s original duty to glorify God in everything has to be carried out; the 
punishment of death (physical, spiritual and eternal, suffering in body and soul) has to be paid; the 
alienation of sinners from God has to be undone; God’s Word must be kept; He must remain just and 
holy.  Simply ignoring man’s sin is not an option!

3) The Perfect Solution: The way God saves sinners while upholding all of these principles, is by sending a 
Substitute to take our punishment and do our righteousness for us – one who is God, man and perfectly 
righteous.  He had to suffer the physical penalty our sin brought upon us – physical and spiritual 
suffering – as well as to experience alienation from His Father, the agony of hell.

4) A Full Payment: The payment of our debt could not be partial.  The Lord Jesus suffered “once-for-all.”  
The tenses in v. 18 also imply a once-for-all death and resurrection.

5) The Reason for Crucifixion: Christ’s death was by crucifixion because this method of death indicates that
He was placed under God’s curse, due to our sin (Dt. 21:23, Gal. 3:10-13).

6) Pilate as Judge: Pilate unwittingly renders the judgement that needs to fall on Christ in order to save us: 
He is judged innocent in Himself, but treated as guilty.

Second Point: Our Suffering for Doing What Is Right
1) We Need Training: Although the Lord Jesus has freed us from the guilt and power of sin, we still live in a 

fallen world, with an old, sinful nature.  We need training, so we can fight against sin.  That includes 
persecution.  Moreover, we are united with Christ, and He was persecuted and suffered.

2) For What is Right: Christ suffered righteously, therefore our suffering should be for doing what is right – 
not for bad behaviour.  Righteous suffering is a good witness to the Lord and encourages other 
believers.

3) Meaningful Suffering: If the Substitutionary Atonement were not true, there would be no point in Christ’s 
suffering or death.  Then there would be no value or meaning in the believer’s suffering for Christ’s sake.

Conclusion:


