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Jesus' Inscrutability

John 16:12-14

Prayer: Father God, we just again thank you for the gift th
you've given us of your body and your blood. We ju

come before you on this communion Sunday recoghnizin
extraordinary privilege we have that we can meet an

a communion service all because of your body and yo

Father, we thank you. We pray as we open up your w
morning, as we look deeper into it, as we try to un

grapple with some more of what it is you've given t

cross, that you would give us the presence of your

that we may be enabled to make this a permanent par

We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; thisis my b
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it
saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this is my bl
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forg

| tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of

that day when | drink it new with you in my Father’
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then by participating in the elements. John 6:53 says: So Jesus

said to them, "Truly, truly | say to you, unless yo

of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no

Now we've been following the life of Jesus and we'v
the 16th chapter, and Jesus has spent the last thre
preparing his disciples for his departure. It's no
Jesus started out by telling them that he was going
a place for them. John 14 says, Jesus says:

be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.
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house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | h
that | go to prepare a place for you?"

Jesus's words is that they have no idea what he's t
The conversation ends with Philip asking Jesus to s
God the Father and that would be enough. And I've
many times before, Jesus probably, you know, doing
kind of face plants where he's just unbelieving in
hearing, he says,
not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen

can you say, '‘Show us the Father'?"

Well, this inability of the disciples to see or to

on for the next three chapters. And we are in chap
tells the disciples some good news about their upco
hear. This is what he says in John 16:12-14
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into a

for he will not speak on his own authority, but wha

he will speak, and he will declare to you the thing
come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is
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what Jesus is saying. They have to have the power
Spirit in order to accomplish that. And so without
disciples are simply wandering around in a fog. An
clear when he says in John 10:27 , he says:
voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give

life, and they will never perish, and no one will s

of the Holy
that power, the

d Jesus is quite

"My sheep hear my

of my hand.” So the disciples did hear the voice of the shephe

but they didn't hear it very well at all. They con
misunderstood what it was they were hearing. But a
heard it. The vast majority of Jesus's followers d
you take a few steps back and you look at Jesus's i
his followers, you will see time and time again Jes
mouth and uttering things that are absolutely incom

Nobody could understand them.

Let me give you some examples. The big one is Jesu
the sower and the seeds. This is Matthew 13
same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got int
down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
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no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were s
since they had no root, they withered away. Other
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Ot
on good soil and produced grain, some a hundred fol

some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.”

Okay. Now | want you to do something. | want you
in the position of a follower of Jesus. Okay? I m
this story countless times. We know basically what
Jesus is describing four different ways, four diffe
soil, he's describing the gospel by describing thes
types of soil. You know the pathway is that -- the
that people outside of the farming communities, the

all tread on and the gospel has no chance there, it

rock and the enemy immediately snatches away the se

produces an immediate appearance of growth and then

hits a rocky ledge and it dies. We know that thorn

produce an appearance of growth but that the cares
grow up around it and they choke it off and eventua
that only the good soil produces a crop, some a hun
sixty, some thirty. And we know that these are the

and understand the gospel, who accept it and follow
reproduce themselves by sharing that gospel. | mea

that story because we've all heard it. We've been
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Sunday school we've seen it on flannelgraphs. We k
all about. But | want you to put yourself in the p
somebody who's a follower of Jesus, who's just a fo
Maybe he's curious, maybe he's gotten a free meal o
maybe he wants to just see who this Jesus fellow is
matter because if you're a follower, you're not yet
you've gone to hear him preach and just wonder what
expect from this. Well, our text tells us that at

Jesus' ministry his popularity is so extensive that

a logistical nightmare for the disciples. The crow
huge to handle and the only way they can handle the
have Jesus stand in a boat as the crowd gathers on
Verse 2 says:
into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stoo
So here you are now, you're in this crowd and you'r
hear this Jesus speak. You've waited, you're stand
hot sun and this has been an amazing time and you'r
incredible talk of some sort, and Jesus stands up i
he delivers a lecture on gardening, and that's all
lecture on gardening. And then he ends with these
"He who has ears, let him hear."”
maybe he shared some other parables beforehand, we
bottom line is everything that he spoke he spoke in

stories that didn't have an explanation. He spoke

And then he leaves.
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verse 3 said:
that we are so used to hearing the story explained
children that we completely miss the context in whi
delivered. In fact, if you're one of those curious

what Jesus said that day was absolutely mystifying.
the world does rocky, thorny and good soil have to
Messiah and his message? | mean, understand the cu
heard the raw story. There was no explanation, the
discussion of what those terms meant, there was no
whatsoever of the spiritual value of what he was sa
stark five-minute parable having to do with soils a

we know what took place afterwards because we see i
reaction of the disciples. It says in verse 10:

came to him and said, "Why do you speak to them in
are you doing? There's this huge crowd waiting to
Nobody has a clue what you're talking about. You k
guess is they were profoundly embarrassed by what h
| mean, you have this huge crowd, and they're all w
the disciples expected to be an impassioned plea pe
the gospel is and who the Messiah is and what they
Not so. Again, all they get is this five-minute le
Jesus turns on his heels and he leaves. And their

Jesus is bewilderment.

He told them many things in parables.
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So Jesus goes on to explain all the nuances of the story and its
deep spiritual meaning but he only explains it to t he disciples.
He says in Matthew 13 : He answered and said to them, "Because it

has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven but to them it has not been given.” The crowd got only a
lecture on gardening, that was it. And this is not the first time
this has happened. The scripture that | read at th e beginning of
every communion service comes from a dialogue that Jesus had with
the crowd, and it was a dialogue that left the crow d confused,
alarmed, and frankly disgusted by what he had said. Now this is a
crowd that had come in the first place not really t o hear Jesus
preach, they had come to get more of the loaves and the fishes.
They were actually looking for a free meal. So thi s really was an
unbelieving crowd and his response to their unbelie f was to grow
more and more cryptic and more and more alarming in what he said.
Listen to what he says in John 6:53: So Jesus said to them --

picture this, you're sitting there, you're just a f ollower or maybe
you're looking for a meal, you want to hear what th IS guy has to
say, he says: "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you eat the

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you ha ve no life in
you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my bloo d has eternal
life, and | will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is
true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever fee ds on my flesh

and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in him. Once again we hear



these words with two thousand years of church histo
and we understand what Jesus is talking about and w
about is taking himself into ourselves, making him
part of who we are that he literally becomes part o
that. But that's not at all what the original hear

got. And what they got, frankly, was appalling. |

this to a people who had very strict dietary laws g
what you could and could not eat and whether or not
blood in it and it could absolutely never have bloo
dietary laws did not include cannibalism at all. E
flesh and drinking human blood was so far beyond th
there were many who were following him who said I'm
| want to join up with him. Many of them said they
They said we can't deal with this. In verse 60 it

of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a ha

can listen to it?" But Jesus, knowing in himself t
disciples were grumbling about this, said to them,
offense at this? It is the Spirit who gives life;

help at all." After this many of his disciples tur

longer walked with him.
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town just hoping against hope he can convince some
real and that the gospel is real. Not so at all.
reputation was as someone who knew exactly, exactly
to say and he didn't much care if you got it or not

was not concerned what you thought of him at all.
speaks of a time when his enemies tried to entrap h
approach him and they reveal in their approach anot
Jesus's personality. This is Mark 12:13.
to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodi
in his talk. And they came and said to him, "Teach
you are true and do not care about anyone's opinion
repeating what everybody else knew about him. And
about it, you have to ask yourself why in the world
God himself care about any human's opinion? | mean
ever going to give Jesus some insight, some perspec
information that would enlighten and inform him? N
going to happen. You see, everything that Jesus di
focused on his spiritual agenda, whether it was deb
Pharisees, bewildering the crowds that followed him
addressing the disciples in their frustration at hi

lecture.
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explains why he was so cryptic, and it flies in the

our popular understanding of what Jesus was trying

11

face of much of

to accomplish.

This is verse 11. It says: And he answered them, "To you it has

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of he
them it has not been given. For to the one who has
given, and he will have an abundance, but from the
even what he has will be taken away. This is why |
in parables, because seeing they do not see, and he
not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their
prophesy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 'You wi

but never understand, and you will indeed see but n
For this people's heart has grown dull, and with th
can barely hear, and their eyes have been closed, |
see with their eyes and hear with their ears and un
their heart and turn, and | would heal them."

we have of gentle Jesus just trying to get people t
listen to him is the reality of Jesus saying I'm go
you're not going to understand. He says,

never understand, and you will indeed see but never
Jesus clearly acknowledges the curse that blinds ey
seeing or hearing the truth. But it never stopped
speaking it in spite of the fact that only a tiny,

his hearers got even a tiny fraction of what he was
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16: "But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your

they hear. For truly, | say to you, many prophets
people longed to see what you see, and did not see

what you hear, and did not hear it."

This brings us back to our scripture this morning.
we're at now in chapter 16, Jesus is preparing his
his departure and he promises them that he's going
Spirit that will give them the ability to make what

previously so incomprehendible, to make it understa
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what he says in John 16:12. He said: "I still have many things to

say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he

on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will
will declare to you the things that are to come. H
me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to
Jesus is saying is that when the Holy Spirit comes,
declare what Jesus has been saying in a way that th
begin to understand. What we have to understand ou
great the privilege we have been given. We get to
What the disciples saw as a fog and as a mist, we g
just as he promised the disciples, Jesus has given
Spirit that declares to us the things that belong t

us to just take a minute and consider the privilege
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been given. Consider that as the elders begin to d

bread.

Consider also this warning that God gives about com
This is from 1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter. It s

man examine himself, and so let him eat of the brea
the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy
drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord
this reason many are weak and sick among you, and m
if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged

are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we m
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enter into it in an unworthy manner as to court dis
beg you, if you're not absolutely confident that yo
the King, if you haven't by faith trusted Christ as

if you first need to be reconciled to your brother

you bring your sacrifice to the altar, then just pa

on. | said no one's going to look at you strangely
may think you wise. But | also want to point out t
the mistake on the other end of thinking that unles
spotlessly perfect you are unworthy to receive comm
too, is a mistake. You see, being a child of the K
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that we recognize that salvation is a gift, and it

one has ever, ever been able to earn. As Dane Ortl
"In the kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifie
that you don't qualify, and the one thing that disq
thinking that you do." It also means that when we
aware that we have sinned and the reason why we are
because God's Holy Spirit is now within us, convict
we grieve, we grieve as children who know that we h
longs to forgive us and cleanse us. God says in
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgiv

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

the King does not mean that you are sinless, that 'y
it means that we understand that when we do sin, we

advocate with the Father, someone who speaks on our
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2:1 says: My dear children, | write this to you so that you w il

not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advoc
Father -- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

Jesus's righteousness, that alien righteousness tha
us, now we are free to eat from his table. And so
Lord, don't deny yourself the privilege that Jesus

you with his blood. He lived the life that we were

live and then he died the death we all deserve to d

so that we could be made worthy of heaven. We have

And so | want us to just take a few moments to thin
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that we have this privilege. Ask yourself, do I re

that King Jesus has given to me?

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse say
received from the Lord what | also delivered to you
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,
given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo

you. Do this in remembrance of me." So take, and eat.

Would the elders begin distributing the cup. Ourt
morning, once again, it's picking up on the discipl
understand their Lord. And Jesus said to them in

says: "A little while, and you will see me no longer; and
little while, and you will see me." Some of his di

one another, "What is this that he says to us, 'A |

will not see me, and again a little while, and you

and, 'because | am going to the Father'?" So they

"What does he mean by 'a little while'? We do not

taking about.” Isn't this beginning to sound a little familiar?
Remember, this is the same Jesus who told his follo

-- they believed in him, out of their hearts would

water. He's the same Jesus who said, before Abraha
That he was the good Shepherd, that his sheep hear

him. But even that simple statement left them utte
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In John 10:6 it says:
but they did not understand what he was saying to t
knew and he understood the shortcomings and the ina
sheep. | mean he sympathized with them. He knew h
them supernatural things, he was telling them etern
things that were literally from another kingdom, a
were about to inherit, but one that they could simp

understand at this point.

We pick up on the text in the next verse, this is v

says: Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said
"Is this what you are asking yourselves, what | mea

little while and you will not see me, and again a |

you will see me'? Truly, truly, | say to you, you

lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be so

your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is gi

has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she

the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for

being has been born into the world. So also you ha

but | will see you again, and your hearts will rejo

will take your joy from you."
them. And the astounding thing is Jesus is making
Jesus knows the extent of the horror and the sorrow

And it's not coming for them as yet, it's coming fo
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soon to be arrested, tried, tortured and executed a

these sheep, sheep that had no idea what was going

next. See, the disciples even with Jesus but witho
Spirit are still lost in spite of three full years

in spite of detailed instruction of precisely what
take place in the next three days. The disciples a
kind of lost. It's the kind of lost where you don’
you're lost. Jesus explains that he's been speakin
veiled terms, that his inscrutability was intention
consider the disciples' response. This is

"l have said these things to you in figures of spee
coming when | will no longer speak to you in figure
will tell you plainly about the Father. In that da

in my name, and | do not say to you that | will ask
your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, beca

loved me and have believed that | came from God.

Father and have come into the world, and now | am |

and going to the Father." His disciples said, "Ah,

speaking plainly and not using figurative speech!

you know all things and do not need anyone to quest

why we believe that you came from God."

beyond measure. No wonder we didn't understand you

your fault. You had it wrong all along. You simpl

hard to understand. And now that you're beginning
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plainly, we can clearly understand and so we are go
believe in you. Fat chance. Jesus exercises consi
restraint in his response. This is his response:
them, "Do you now believe? Behold, the hour is com
has come, when you will be scattered, each to his o
will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone, for the F

me." See, only Jesus knows that they are only hours aw
completely abandoning the Savior that they now clai
and really believe in. Only Jesus knows that even
be forced to abandon him as he takes on the sins of
only Jesus knows that the disciples' capacity to se
Savior even at its best is hopelessly inadequate.
last minute, the disciples demonstrated that they w
sheep in the way they followed the Shepherd. They
they didn't understand him, but they did follow him
understand why he needed to go to the cross. They
understand why he needed to die for them, that ever
daughter of Adam had fallen short of the glory of G
understand that that shortcoming rendered all of us
before a God of perfect holiness and that that God
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whos
believe in him would not perish but have everlastin

see, Jesus was willing to pay the price of his own

a perfect sacrifice so that if we place our faith i
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have his perfect life substituted for our lives tha t had fallen
short. Well, none of that at that time made any se nse to the
disciples. They just heard his voice and they foll owed him. But
beyond that they barely had a clue. And that's why Jesus said in
John 16:12 : "l still have many things to say to you, but you

cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth com es, he will
guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare
to you the things that are to come. He will glorif y me, for he

will take what is mine and declare it to you."

Here's the amazing thing for us. The amazing thing for us is if

you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, it's because you
have been visited by that very same Spirit of truth and it is he
who has declared Christ to you. In fact if Christ iS your Savior,
the Spirit of truth has literally taken up residenc e inside you.
Corinthians 6 says: Do you not know that your body is the temple

of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have fro m God, and you
are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your Spirit, which are God's. And
then in Romans 8:9 , it says: You, however, are not in the flesh

but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwe [Is in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to

him. So this indwelling Spirit of Christ that now live s inside us,



it takes the truth of what is Christ's and it decla

He's the one who gives us sight and hearing. | mea
you that the cross is absolute foolishness to those
first been met by the Spirit of God? Can | tell yo

of this world has blinded the eyes of unbelievers s
see the glory of Christ? You see, if what | am say
foolishness to you, if what I'm saying you can actu
see with your spiritual eyes and ears, then underst
privilege that you've been given. Jesus spoke deep
kingdom from the moment he began his public ministr
that knowing it would be years before the Holy Spir
declarations known to his sheep. And that would no
Jesus ascended into heaven and sent his Holy Spirit
never stopped him from speaking the truth. And bec
speaking truth to people who were spiritually deaf
almost never went well. Consider Jesus's first pub
It ended with the congregation actively trying to t
cliff. The more love he poured out on us, the more
hatred he received in return, and it never slowed h
Jesus elected to love the crown of his creation whi
though that crown, that is us, was in complete and
against him. So much so that from the moment Jesus
was, we declared through the religious leaders of t

were going to find a way to kill him. Eventually w
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successful. And | say "we," because it wasn't the Jews and it
wasn't the Romans who executed Christ, it was every one of us who
have fallen short of the glory of God. See, we are the ones who
shouted back to Pilate when he insisted that he was innocent of
Jesus's blood. We are the ones who shouted, "May his blood be on

us and on our children." We are those children. Jesus was no

victim of Pilate or of Rome or the Jews. Jesus vol untarily
orchestrated his own sacrifice and no Jew and no Ro man could have
ever touched him had he not first enabled them. An d he enabled
them in order to pay the price of your sin and mine . We cannot
receive such a privileged gift without in some way wanting to pass
it on. And so as we anticipate taking the cup, we would do well to
ask ourselves how committed to that task have | bee n? The gospel
is the greatest news you will ever hear. | don't c are who you are,
you heard it because somebody else shared it with y ou, it may have
been your parents, it may have been a stranger, a f riend, | don't

-- doesn't matter. You only heard it because someb ody shared it.
So take some time this morning and ask yourself hav e | been willing

to pass it on.

1 Corinthians, 11:25 says: In the same manner he also took the cup
after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."  So take,

and drink.



This is the part that we call heads, heart and feet
about practically understanding what it means to re

and we've been talking about the inscrutable things

and among those inscrutable statements was this one

4:14, you remember to the woman at the well. He said,

drinks of this water that | shall give him will nev
the water that | shall give him will become in him
water springing up into everlasting life."

says this to the woman at the well and she's thinki
water. This is incredible. How does this work? D
I'm just never ever thirsty again? How does this w
it and it starts reproducing itself? It's magic wa
this, I'm never going to have to come to this godfo
put up with all of these other people. That's what
It's magic water. Well then Jesus reveals himself

reveals that he knows every single thing about her.

first thing that she does? John 4:39 says:

Samaritans in that city believed in him because of

woman who testified, "He told me all that | ever di

did as soon as she knew who he was, as soon as she

he had told her, she went into town telling everybo

find, this man told me everything about me.
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| just want to address one of the great fears | thi
have, and it's great fear that stops us from sharin
with people. It's a fear of ignorance. See, unles
my act together, | don't really, | don't want to do
want to get stuck, | don't want to have to be asked
can't give good answers to. | want you to think of
because this woman is really one of the first examp
have of what a witness is. And a witness is what?
witnesses something. She just witnessed to what Ch
for her. So every single one of us in these pews,
witness to what Christ has done to you. You don't
that. You can say, "l was lost and now I'm found.

answer." You can witness to what God has done for

And so my request this morning is that we not give
of saying, "l need to know more before | can do thi
know for myself every single person | see, the firs
comes into my mind is how can | get the gospel to t
This person is lost. You know, the vast majority o
that -- you know, if you're in Shop Rite you're not
sitting there giving the gospel, it doesn't happen,
praying and you're thinking and you're always on yo
for the Holy Spirit to give you the opportunity. H

this person the gospel? And if fear is what's keep
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the fear of saying, well, | don't have it all down,

withess.

| was talking to a woman last night and she was say
in a situation where somebody asked her something a
did not have the answers. She said, "God, | don't
next." And she said, "And next thing | know, the t
into my head." It didn't just pop into her head.

stuck it in her head. This is what God wants you t

to see that he is the strength and the power and th
these things and what he wants you to do is overcom
sharing the gospel. So my prayer is that you would
woman. Just go into town and just tell everybody w

done for you. It's really that simple. Let's pray

Father, | want to pray this morning for each and ev
sitting here. Lord, we are all withesses to the in
privilege that we have received. We get you. Your
given us the ability to get you. And the disciples
you for three years couldn't get you, and we do. A
for that. And Lord, we pray that each and every pe
room, when they have that opportunity when they're
who does not know the gospel, would ask you please

opportunity and just trust that you will give them
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be a witness and let God do the rest. | pray this in Jesus' name.

Amen.



