
5-7-21 - Today’s Virtue of Neutrality
It seems to be that indifference or neutrality is a type of virtue today. It’s a good moral 

quality to establish a neutral ground according to many today. It’s a type of badge of honor for 
progress and inclusiveness. It embraces a subjective worldview where no one’s beliefs are really 
true in an exclusive absolute sense, because there’s no absolute truth, so it’s only natural to 
embrace the attempt for neutrality. This is no different within the subject of religion in general. In 
fact, this is the area where it is pushed more, because to not be neutral today in the area of 
religion is to be bigoted or racist. So many people try to be indifferent to other beliefs or have a 
neutral perspective, which externally may be the case from person to person. Why can that be the 
case, to have an appearance of neutrality? Because neutrality is often only seen in the context of 
the person to person relationship. But that’s only an appearance of neutrality. This issue goes 
deeper than person to person. It goes to God, because all people stand before Him. That’s where 
all of life leads to. When the exclusive claims of true Christianity are presented in their truthful 
exclusion of all falsehood in protecting God’s truth of Himself and His ways then there is no 
neutrality. This is true, because of what is really at stake. No one can be indifferent or neutral 
when it comes to our relationship with the one true and living God, the Lord Jesus, His word, 
and true salvation. This is what all of life hinges on. So the reality of the response of the human 
heart toward God is not one of neutrality. And that lack of neutrality effects all of life. Nothing 
can be separated from it. Everything connects back to the heart either loves Him or truly does 
not. It’s one or the other. And that effects everything. 

This is the framework through which we need to examine this idea of neutrality. Of 
course there are outward appearances of neutrality with people, but that is never true of the 
inward. Again, this is because it is not about our interaction with other people and other people’s 
beliefs and behaviors, but it is about us and God, you and God only. That’s what feeds into 
everything. Same goes with biblical examples of when Christians were persecuted and all they 
had to do was take away their claim that Jesus was Lord. Caesar didn’t care if he shared your 
devotion as your lord with other gods as long as you bowed down to him and obeyed him too, 
confessed that he is “lord.” He sure did care when you would say that Jesus is the one and only 
Lord. Same was true with Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abendigo facing the ruler of their 
day. Same goes with Pastor James Coates today who sat in jail in Canada and all he had to do to 
get out was to follow the government’s rules, which would cause him to compromise on God’s 
commands for him as a Pastor and ultimately make Jesus share lordship with the state. The 
Canadian government would be fine with that “neutral” ground, but Pastor James knew, and 
rightly so, that there is no neutral ground when you stand before God alone. 

This concept of neutral ground in our society comes from and is influenced by a 
worldview that does not start with God and His truth. In that worldview there is no situation 
where the individual human being stands before God alone. So when that’s not there then there’s 
abundant space for any concept of neutrality where that is thought to be possible. We see it in the 
slogan for tolerance with today’s meaning behind it. The meaning today is that tolerance is 
where, as you exist with other people you must embrace their opinions and beliefs as equally true 
and valid combined with your own beliefs. That tolerance is not a neutrality, because that 
tolerance is a rejection of God and His Word. So when it comes to these fundamental issues, 
there is no neutrality. That doesn’t mean Christians can’t and shouldn’t live peaceably with 
unbelievers. Tolerance is loving people as image-bearers of God regardless of what they believe 



while living in the freedom to openly warn them, discuss with them, and persuade them of the 
truth from God. This is a fundamental aspect of living in this fallen world as a Christian with the 
mission of God as the focus of life. It is living in light of the law of God in loving God first 
where He has my exclusive devotion and love while, from there, living, loving my neighbor as 
myself, which has their greatest need as my first concern. 

This false neutrality is something that we human beings need to truly see. It’s a 
component of what God brings to us in confronting us of our sin before Him. Through the law 
and the gospel as God works He enables us and allows us to see this false neutrality. As He 
works, He graciously gives the sinner eyes to see our real condition in our sin and our real 
position of condemnation before Him as Judge. He causes us to feel the result of the infinite 
chasm that is between us and Him. He causes us to feel grief as we see our hatred toward Him. 
He causes us to feel the gravity of the consequences in what we rightly deserve. We come to 
realize that there has never been a neutrality toward Him in our heart and we come to accept that 
if He does not intervene on our behalf then I will stay on the wrong side of the fence, in 
opposition to Him. 


