
May 1st, 2022PM – Kevin Olivier 
-WCF 22, Secs 3-5 - “Keep Your Word” 

Psalm 15 
 
A. Oaths & vows are more widespread than you might think. 
 1. If you ever applied for a mortgage, you no doubt were subject to a promissory oath or vow. 
    
 2. College loan forgiveness is popular notion for some young people. 
    
B. Before a watching world, it is important that we are faithful witnesses of Christ who are honest &  
    keep our promises.  
 
Sec 5. “A vow is of the like nature with a promissory oath, & ought to be made with the like religious 
care, & to be performed with the like faithfulness.”  What is the difference?  There is not much. 
  
Sec 3. “Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly to consider the weightiness of so solemn an act,…” 
— For a good commentary on “the weightiness of so solemn an act” of an oath or vow, please go back & 
listen to my prior message on secs 1-2 wherein one calls down God as judge for those who unlawfully 
break an oath or vow.  
 
Sec 3 continues: … A religious oath calls God as witness & judge in the “solemn act … to avouch nothing 
but what he is fully persuaded is the truth…  
    - To “avouch” is to make a sworn testimony that something is true to the best of your knowledge.  
   
Sec 3…  neither may any man bind himself by oath to anything but what is good & just, & what he 
believeth so to be, & what he is able & resolved to perform.”  This language is so very parallel to the end 
of sec 4 that I will try to explain them together.  The 2nd sentence of sec 4 says: “It [an oath] cannot 
oblige to sin; but in anything not sinful, being taken, it binds to performance, although to a man's own 
hurt.”  
A. Secs 3 & 4 both forbid an oath to anything sinful. 
 a. For you to take a religious oath, it must be for “what is good & just” 
 b. Lord willing, next week’s evening message will go into this in more detail, 
  1. The WCF 22, sec 7 forbids “popish monastical vows of perpetual single life” 

2. The rampant scandal of molested boys through most of the world is evidence that most  
    men making this vow were not “able & resolved to perform” it according to sec 3.  
 
 

B. Don’t get upset when a back wants to know your financial situation in & out. 
 a. You might feel this is an invasion of your privacy; however, it is an absolute necessity according 
     sec 3.  
  1. Financial officers know money & it is their job to keep the bank from binding a person  
      with a debt beyond what “… he is able & resolved to perform.”   
  2. Balloon mortgages for many persons & families should have never been allowed.  The  
      bank should have known better & prevented this from happening in the 1st place.            
 



Sec 4. — Backtracking a bit— gives numerous, pieces of practical, godly advice for how an oath is to be 
made: 
A. “An oath is to be taken in the plain & common sense of the words,… ” 

1. The WCF is opposed to legalese. 
 a. Those lawyers who write up mortgage contracts should heed this. 

b. A good test if a contract is written in legalese or not is if you read it 5 times & barely  
    understand 50% of the document.  

2. The language should be “in plain & common sense of the words. ” Inaccessible language should   
     not be used; business contracts should take the mental & education level of applicants into  
     account.  

 
B. “An oath is to be taken… without equivocation.” 

1. Equivocation is the use of deliberate, evasive wording or the use of ambiguous language. 
2. Turn to Mat 23:16-22 for how the Pharisees used such slithering equivocation. 

 
C. “An oath is to be taken… without …  mental reservation.” 
 1. If man is being examined for the office of a deacon or elder & he says that he really does not  

    want to pursue the office, it is very unwise to pressure such a man by saying, “The church really  
   needs you to do this.”  If his wife is not with him in the pursuit of ordination, don’t consider him.  
2. BCO (p.59) “Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, to seek the office of  
    the holy ministry from love to God & a sincere desire to promote his glory in the gospel fo his  
    Son?” 

 
Sec 4- Toward the end— says that if a lawful vow is “taken, it binds to performance, although to a man's 
own hurt.”  
A. → Look at Ps 15:1-4 
B. This gets back to college loans & other financial debts. 
C. In marriage, your vow is for “better or for worse, for sicker or for poorer, till death do you part.” 
  
Sec 4 closes by saying, “Nor is it [an oath] to be violated, although made to heretics, or infidels. 
A. No matter what the religious or non-religious background of the other party, sec 1 says “A lawful oath  
    is a part of religious worship” 
 1.  Violation of your oath or vow is not made invalid or less binding if the other person proves to 
       be an atheist or Muslim.  
 2.  You called God to be a witness in your matter of sworn testimony or promise. 
B. Violation brings God’s displeasure upon you. 
 1.  If you are an unbeliever & have broken an oath or vow… 
 2.  If you are a believer & have broken an oath or vow…  
 


