
Outline of the Whole Book of 1 Corinthians 
 

I. Introduction (1:1-9) 

A. Salutation (1:1-3) 

B. Thanksgiving (1:4-9) 
 

II. Divisions in the church (1:10-4:21) 

A. An appeal to unity and the facts about the divisions (1:1-17) 

B. Reasons for the Factions (1:18-4:13) 

1. Misunderstanding the Christian message (1:18-3:4) 

2. False conception of Christian ministry (3:5-4:5) 

3. Human pride (4:6-13) 

C. Appeal to Reconciliation (4:14-21) 
 

III. Moral Laxity in the church (5:1-6:20) 

A. A case of incest (5:1-13) 

B. Lawsuits (6:1-11) 

C. Fornication (6:12-20) 
 

IV. Questions about marriage and singleness (7:1-40) 
A. General principles to all (7:1-9) 

B. Advice for married (7:10-24) 

C. Advice for unmarried (7:25-38) 

D. Advice for widows (7:39-40) 
 

V. Questions about limitations of Christian Liberty (8:1-11:1) 

A. Liberty limited by love (8:1-13) 

B. Paul limits his liberty because of concern for the gospel (9:1-27) 

C. The example of the Israelites (10:1-13) 

D. Christian vs. idol feasts in Corinth (10:14-22) 

E. Practical suggestions (10:23-11:1) 
 

VI. Questions about the order of public worship (11:2-14:40) 

A. The veiling of women (11:2-16) 

B. The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34) 

C. Spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40) 

1. The variety of gifts (12:1-11) 

2. Diversity in unity (12:12-21) 

3. Love: the more excellent way (13:1-13) 

4. The superiority of prophecy (14:1-25) 

D. Practical issues (14:26-40) 

1. The outcome of tongues and prophecy (14:26-33) 

2. Women in the church (14:34-36) 

3. Conclusions (14:37-40) 
 

VII. The Resurrection (15:1-58) 

A. Of Christ (15:1-28) 

B. Of believers (15:29-58) 
 

VIII. Conclusion (16:1-24) 

A. Collecting for the saints in Jerusalem (16:1-9) 

B. Final instructions and greetings (16:10-24) 


