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Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7)  
6. We must be taught the genuine realization of righteousness, (vs. 17 – 7: 28) 

 

d.  Genuine Righteousness Realizes The Necessity Of Faithfulness, (vs. 31 – 32) 
 

• The goal has always been faithfulness in marriage, (vs. 31); 1) “When a man takes a wife and 
marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and 
he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she 
departs out of his house, and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates 
her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or 
if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, 2) then her former husband, who sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before 
the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an 
inheritance. ” (Deuteronomy 24:1–4, ESV)  
 

1) Grace Necessitated:  “And you shall have a trowel with your tools, and when you sit down 
outside, you shall dig a hole with it and turn back and cover up your excrement. Because the 
LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and to give up your enemies 
before you, therefore your camp must be holy, so that he may not see anything indecent among 
you and turn away from you. ” (Deuteronomy 23:13–14, ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2) Purity Mandated:  ““If a man divorces his wife and she goes from him and becomes another 

man’s wife, will he return to her? Would not that land be greatly polluted? You have played the 
whore with many lovers; and would you return to me? declares the LORD. ” (Jeremiah 3:1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• The reality has always been unfaithfulness brings defilement, (vs. 32); “And Pharisees came up to 
him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?” He answered, 
“Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and 
said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a 
certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: 
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” ” 
(Matthew 19:3–9, ESV)   
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“To Be Or Not” Series Outline 
 

Matthew 3 - 12 
 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20)  

 

The Lord Jesus Himself Has Told Us That True Righteousness Is Not A Ritual But A Nature, (Chpt. 3 – 12) 

• Section 1: A Nature Of True Righteousness Has Been Displayed, (Chpt. 3 – 4) 

• Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7) 

• Section 3: A Nature Of True Righteousness Must Be Applied, (Chpt. 8 – 9) 

• Section 4: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Divinely Expected, (Chpt. 10 – 12) 
 


