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Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7)  
1. We must be taught the genuine realization of righteousness, (vs. 17 – 7: 28) 

 

e. Genuine Righteousness Realizes The Necessity Of Absolute Truth, (vs. 33 - 37) 
 

1) The necessity to bolster the truth was never the goal, (vs. 33); “If a man vows a vow to the LORD, 
or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to 
all that proceeds out of his mouth. ” (Numbers 30:2, ESV)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) The truth does not exist in degrees; either it is true or it is not, (vs. 34 – 36); “It is the same for all, 
since the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean 
and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the 
sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath.” (Ecclesiastes 9:2, ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Truth in all things demonstrates God’s glory, (vs. 37); “I urge you, then, be imitators of me. That is 
why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in 
Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming 
to you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these 
arrogant people but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. ” (1 
Corinthians 4:16–20, ESV)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“To Be Or Not” Series Outline 
 

Matthew 3 - 12 
 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20)  

 

The Lord Jesus Himself Has Told Us That True Righteousness Is Not A Ritual But A Nature, (Chpt. 3 – 12) 

• Section 1: A Nature Of True Righteousness Has Been Displayed, (Chpt. 3 – 4) 

• Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7) 

• Section 3: A Nature Of True Righteousness Must Be Applied, (Chpt. 8 – 9) 

• Section 4: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Divinely Expected, (Chpt. 10 – 12) 
 


