
June 5th, 2022PM – Pastor Kevin Olivier 
WCF 23, sec 3b – “To Protect & Not Hinder” 

Psalm 105:1-15 
 

Sec 3b “And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular government and discipline in His church, no law of 
any commonwealth should interfere with, let, or hinder, the due exercise thereof, among the voluntary 
members of any denomination of Christians, according to their own profession and belief.” 
 
A. The above sentence from sec 3 could be used to express what one might call the separation of church 
and state.  

1. Local, state, or national civil authorities (commonwealths] are not to interfere with the regular  
    government of the church.  

a. Ps 105 gave some history of redemption in vv1-13 as a source for His people to praise   
    Him.  
b. Ps 105:14-15: says something the OPC decided was a good proof text for WCF 23, sec 3: 

“He permitted no man to oppress them, & He reproved kings for their sakes:  Do not  
 touch My anointed ones, & do My prophets no harm.” 
 1) One might say this was a historical reference to a time long ago; however, I agree  
              that the OPC rightly used these verses to apply today.  

2) We no longer have prophets because the canon of Holy Scripture is closed;   
    however, the Puritan, William Perkins, did call preaching “The Art of  
    Prophesying.”  I do believe we could read the end of Ps 105:15 in the sense of “do  
    my gospel ministers no harm.” 
3) Whenever we get sad about what we see as local, state, or federal government    
     interfering with the church, think back at what the Protestant Reformers &  
    Puritans endured! 

a) 1536-  William Tyndale was captured in Antwerp, Belgium & condemned        
as a heretic & strangled at the stake. 
b) 1545-  3000 Waldenses are massacred as heretics in the villages of  
    Provence, France.  

2. It is right to say that the separation of church and state is not absolutely separate.  
a. Sec 2 says, “It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate,  
     when called  thereunto.”  Here is a case of the church having an influence of being salt &  
     light upon the state. 
b. Good Christian doctrine leads to Christian thinking which has an influence upon how  
    citizens vote.  That has an influence upon the local, state, or national elections.  
c. Earlier in sec 3 the WCF used part of a text from Isa 49:23 when it says: “as nursing  
    fathers, it is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the church of our common Lord.” 

1) The civil rulers are allowed to protect & provide liberty for the church.  That does  
    not speak of a separate relationship. 
2) Rulers are commanded to facilitate, protect, and even “nurse” along the church.   
    What is not allowed according to sec 3 is for rulers to hinder or interfere with the    
    exercise of “regular government and discipline in His church.” 

a) One might say that civil rulers have no jurisdiction (extent of lawful power)  
    that can in any way interfere with the church.  
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b)  Even this is not absolute.  Civil rulers have jurisdiction to come on church  
  property if a church member or leader has committed a crime worthy of jail.    
Sec 4 says: “It is the duty of people [including Christians] to pray for 
magistrates, to honor their persons, to pay them tribute or other dues, to 
obey their lawful commands, and to be subject to their authority, for 
conscience' sake.” 

 
Sec 3b “… It is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the person and good name of all their people, in 
such an effectual manner as that no person be suffered, either upon pretense of religion or of infidelity, 
to offer any indignity, violence, abuse, or injury to any other person whatsoever: and to take order, that 
all religious and ecclesiastical assemblies be held without molestation or disturbance.” 
A. → Turn to 1 Tim 2:1-6 

1.  Depending on who is in office— especially if it is someone opposed to our constitutional  
    freedoms, it may be more difficult for you or I to give “thanksgivings… on behalf” of some who  
    rule over us. 

a. Paul said in vv1-2, “I urge that entreaties & prayers, petitions & thanksgivings, be made  
    on behalf of all men, 2 for kings & all who are in authority.” 

1) If there is not much at all to thank God for them about, our entreaties & prayers  
    are to be for their conversion to Christ.  That is what many of them desperately  
    need.  
2) For those politicians who do not favor the church, pray that God would restrain  
     them causing “any indignity, violence, abuse, or injury to any other person” and  
    that God would allow “all religious & ecclesiastical assemblies [in our nation to]   
    be held without molestation or disturbance.” 

b. Pray for rulers on all levels of government to be wise and capable “to protect the person  
    and good name of all their people” and not just Christians.  

2.  The church is to desire & pray for “a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” 
  a. We do not desire this for ourselves only; we want that for all people in our community.  

b. Preserving the freedom of the church to preach and teach the gospel is vital for a    
    society.   

1) Biblically consistent Christians filled with the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5) can  
    only be a help and blessing to any nation.  
2) God’s Spirit restrains them so that external restraint is often not needed for such  
     citizens.  


