Who's lin Charge?

Of Tihe Decrees of God: “In whom alse we have
obtained an Inhertance, PeIngl predestinated
dcCoralng to) e puUrpose o1 [l Wiio) Waorkerl all
tngs anter tiie counsel oIS owi Wil
Ephesians 1:11



The Text (Eph. 1:11)

he spvereignty: ofi Ged's free grace In calling
poethr Jew & Gentile to the INReritance off Sens.

RIS IRhentance Was ased Upon the merts of
the very Sen off Ged.

Some ehtained the inheritance and ethers did
oL BECAUSE they Were ameng those wWhem Goed
ordaimned to It

Ged’'s purpese s fully: effectual; I.e. Wihatever he
PUIFPESES 10, ceme ol pass dees actually’ come te
PASS.



\Who werketh all things, according
1o ther counsel of s will®

Note; IT1S, Goa WNe WOKKS
It IS accoraing te) /s wise Wi/ and counsel

Al thinRgs (WhateVver Cemes te) pass)) falls
URder thisi designation, and se; certaimly,
RISt means allfthings pertaiming te: nis will
e euUr: salvation.



God has foreordained, according to

the counsel of his own will,

whatsoever comes to pass.
ne Nature off a Decree

1e Objects off Ged's) Decrees

1e PUrpose of Ged's [Decrees

Seme: Properties ofi God's Decrees
Some: Geod Uses' off This Doctine



Tihe Nature of a Decree

E@K Godl te) decree sometning means te have a purpoese
that it wWill-er will net come to; pass.

ThIS must be the case as there Is an absolute
dependence of all creatien Upen God:

There s a significant difference hetween the decrees) ofi
God and o men:
s Men's decrees are distinct firom; their persens, but It Is not se

with Ged. Thus we speak off Ged's decrees in the plural hecause
of thelr many. ojects, not because of thelr many: SeUrCeS.

a Men's decrees have a beginning, buit Ged’s decrees are: eternal
pecause God himselifis eternal.




he Objects of God's) Decrees

\Whatever comes, te) pass, I.e. “all things.*

a [lhe creationi of all things that have Being
(Rev. 4:11)

s [lhe rule anad gevernment: of all' nis creations
(Rom. 11:36).

This includes even the firee: acts of his; creatures
(@s the kingrsiheart i Prov. 21:1) and seemingly,

randem events (as the casting of the lot 1 Prov.
16:33)



he Objects of God's) Decrees

Jihe Gevernance: off Rational Creatures

a [Herhasidecreed what kingdems and moenarchies shall
9E 01 earti.

x [he Lot andl Cenditien of Particular Persens
Time andl place of thelr birth
Whether they will'lbe boern rch or poor

Relations suchias wives and children (Gen. 24:44; Psa.
127:3)

All the cemforts and discomifierts of this life (1 Thess. 3:3)
The amount off time we have ini life (Job 7:1; 14:5)



The Objects ofi God's Decrees

ihe Eternal State' off His Rationall Creatures

x Some angels elect (1 Thm. 5:21), yet not allf (2
Pet. 2:4 cf. Jude 6). Tihe prospect of darkness
IS Irmeversible.

x Similarly: thereternal destiny: off men (Rom.
9:21-23)
Seme: are elected torlife by an immutakle decree
(Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13)

The rest are passed by and ordained te dishenor
and wrath for thelr sin (2 Tim. 2:19-20)



The Purpose of God's; Decrees

Etlndamentally, the purpoese: or end: of
God's decrees Is his owni glony: (Eph. 1:12)

S0, In Eph., 1:4-6,

x Holy and blameless

s Adeptien

s Good pleasure of His will
n HIS grace

s Acceptance in the Beloved



Seme Properties of God's Decrees

They are etermal (Eph. 1:4; Acts) 15:18)
m Acts 15:18, God's foreknewledge Is firom his decree

They are wise (Rom. 11:33)

fhey are acconding to: the: fireedon eiff s 6wn
will (Eph. 1:11; Rom. 11:34)

They) are unchangeanle (Psa. 83:11; 28 fim.
2:19

They are hoely and pure (1 Johni 1:5; Jas. 1:1.3,
1) — Ged Is net the author ofi evil:

They are effectual (Isa. 46:10)




Seme Common Objections

Hew! Is Ged net the author of sin?

» |t must be admittedl that all sinful actions; fiall Under
the divine decree (Acts 2:23f; 4:27-28)

m [[he divine decree! s net coercive and Seme: refer tor it
as permitting| or suffering (Acts 14:18).

s God has decreed Whatever Cemes to pass net for
sinister ends which would nmake: him the author ofi
evil; but he hasi decreed It for goed ends, WhIch
makes himi the author ofi allfgoed,, evenin: the evil
acts ofi men (Gen. 50:20)



Seme Common Objections

Why make USe of means?

m As God has decreed the end, se teo has he decreed
all the.means to that end. Must not separate: the twao.

n Example: Paulioni shipr (Acts 27:31. cf. V. 22-24).
hus alse at v. 34" he made Use: of fieod te stave ofif
AUNger and te preserve life and health.

s Example: Hezekiah (Isa. 38:20-22) nmade use of the

plaster of figs, though God had premised his healin to
De restored.



Seme Common Objections

Why repent and  believe i salvation is already
decreed? Or, What Is the same: Wiy preach the
gospel liFuhe elect are already determinea?

m [his s really a “sulset™ off previous ehjection.

n |t 1S Impessible fier Us, to knew! befere: falth Cenmes
WheIS and Wher s net elect:.

m [hus It Is one of the “secret things” of God.

= |t Isiour duty to look to Goed's commands; not te nis
decrees. Thusi the duty'Is torrepent and Believe; the
duty Is e preach ter every creature under heaven.

= Ven do not so curieusly pry intorGoadrs secrets, in
other matters, nor should they: in this.



Some Inferences

Nothing falls eut i euiF lives By chance. Se we should
AL ascrine anytning| te luck o geod! fertune.

\We must loek albeve ol ClicUmSstiances; Whetner they:
seem goed or Il terus, te the hand ofi God Whoer does all
thmgs well:

It IS| fundamentally evill ter murmur, for allfmurmuring IS
agalnst the decrees off God. Demanding a reasen for
sometning,, 1s a soit of calling Goad te account. “IF'woulad
nave ordered this much lhetter had I enly: been
consulted.”

RIS doectrne, rghtly, tndersteed, prevents us: bliaming
any’ of Ui evil actions onla righteous and holy God. \We
do what We doer by eur ewni cheice



A Final Inference

Christiansi can comiort themselves inl the knewledge that
Whatever befalls them' comes firem| the hand e a Ioving
and gracious frend and father wihe kKnews new. 1o make
all thingsiwerk together fier the' goed oii RIS W PECpPIE.

“OWwhat a sweet and pleasant life would ye have Under
the neaviest pressures, ofi affiiction, and Wihat heavenly,
serenity’ and tranguility: off mind woulahyeu enjoy, Weuld
youl cheerfully acguiesce. in the geed wWill-and pleasure ofi
God, and embrace every: dispensation, New: sharp Se
Ever It may. e, Pecause! It Is determined and appointed
for yeu by the eternall counsel of his willl* —Themas
Boston, Waorks, 1:118.
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