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Psalm	11:1–7	In	the	Lord	I	take	refuge;	how	can	
you	say	to	my	soul,	“Flee	like	a	bird	to	your	
mountain,	2	for	behold,	the	wicked	bend	the	
bow;	they	have	fitted	their	arrow	to	the	string	to	
shoot	in	the	dark	at	the	upright	in	heart;	3	if	the	
foundations	are	destroyed,	what	can	the	
righteous	do?”	4	The	Lord	is	in	his	holy	temple;	
the	Lord’s	throne	is	in	heaven;	his	eyes	see,	his	
eyelids	test	the	children	of	man.	5	The	Lord	tests	
the	righteous,	but	his	soul	hates	the	wicked	and	
the	one	who	loves	violence.	6	Let	him	rain	coals	
on	the	wicked;	fire	and	sulfur	and	a	scorching	
wind	shall	be	the	portion	of	their	cup.	7	For	the	
Lord	is	righteous;	he	loves	righteous	deeds;	the	
upright	shall	behold	his	face.	
	
I.	The	Temptation	To	Give	Up	(v1-3)	
A.	The	enticement	to	escape.	
	
Deuteronomy	33:27	The	eternal	God	is	your	
dwelling	place,	and	underneath	are	the	
everlasting	arms.	And	he	thrust	out	the	enemy	
before	you	and	said,	‘Destroy.’	
2	Samuel	22:2–4	He	said,	“The	Lord	is	my	rock	
and	my	fortress	and	my	deliverer,	3	my	God,	my	
rock,	in	whom	I	take	refuge,	my	shield,	and	the	
horn	of	my	salvation,	my	stronghold	and	my	
refuge,	my	savior;	you	save	me	from	violence.	4	I	
call	upon	the	Lord,	who	is	worthy	to	be	praised,	
and	I	am	saved	from	my	enemies.	
Psalm	46:1	God	is	our	refuge	and	strength,	a	very	
present	help	in	trouble.	
Psalm	27:1	The	Lord	is	my	light	and	my	
salvation;	whom	shall	I	fear?	The	Lord	is	the	
stronghold	of	my	life;	of	whom	shall	I	be	afraid?	
Psalm	27:14	Wait	for	the	Lord;	be	strong,	and	let	
your	heart	take	courage;	wait	for	the	Lord!	

1	Peter	1:6	In	this	you	rejoice,	though	now	for	a	
little	while,	if	necessary,	you	have	been	grieved	
by	various	trials,	
	
B.	The	attraction	to	surrender.	
	
Revelation	2:3	I	know	you	are	enduring	patiently	
and	bearing	up	for	my	name’s	sake,	and	you	have	
not	grown	weary.	
Revelation	2:10	Do	not	fear	what	you	are	about	
to	suffer.	Behold,	the	devil	is	about	to	throw	
some	of	you	into	prison,	that	you	may	be	tested,	
and	for	ten	days	you	will	have	tribulation.	Be	
faithful	unto	death,	and	I	will	give	you	the	crown	
of	life.	
2	Corinthians	10:3–6	For	though	we	walk	in	the	
flesh,	we	are	not	waging	war	according	to	the	
flesh.	4	For	the	weapons	of	our	warfare	are	not	
of	the	flesh	but	have	divine	power	to	destroy	
strongholds.	5	We	destroy	arguments	and	every	
lofty	opinion	raised	against	the	knowledge	of	
God,	and	take	every	thought	captive	to	obey	
Christ,	6	being	ready	to	punish	every	
disobedience,	when	your	obedience	is	complete.	
Ephesians	6:10–12	Finally,	be	strong	in	the	Lord	
and	in	the	strength	of	his	might.	11	Put	on	the	
whole	armor	of	God,	that	you	may	be	able	to	
stand	against	the	schemes	of	the	devil.	12	For	we	
do	not	wrestle	against	flesh	and	blood,	but	
against	the	rulers,	against	the	authorities,	against	
the	cosmic	powers	over	this	present	darkness,	
against	the	spiritual	forces	of	evil	in	the	heavenly	
places.	
John	18:36	Jesus	answered,	“My	kingdom	is	not	
of	this	world.	If	my	kingdom	were	of	this	world,	
my	servants	would	have	been	fighting,	that	I	
might	not	be	delivered	over	to	the	Jews.	But	my	
kingdom	is	not	from	the	world.”	
	



C.	The	lure	to	dispair.	
	
Job	2:9	&	10	Then	his	wife	said	to	him,	“Do	you	
still	hold	fast	your	integrity?	Curse	God	and	die.”	
10	But	he	said	to	her,	“You	speak	as	one	of	the	
foolish	women	would	speak.	Shall	we	receive	
good	from	God,	and	shall	we	not	receive	evil?”	In	
all	this	Job	did	not	sin	with	his	lips.	
Job	23:2	&	3	“Today	also	my	complaint	is	bitter;	
my	hand	is	heavy	on	account	of	my	groaning.	3	
Oh,	that	I	knew	where	I	might	find	him,	that	I	
might	come	even	to	his	seat!	
Job	17:6–9	“He	has	made	me	a	byword	of	the	
peoples,	and	I	am	one	before	whom	men	spit.	7	
My	eye	has	grown	dim	from	vexation,	and	all	my	
members	are	like	a	shadow.	8	The	upright	are	
appalled	at	this,	and	the	innocent	stirs	himself	up	
against	the	godless.	9	Yet	the	righteous	holds	to	
his	way,	and	he	who	has	clean	hands	grows	
stronger	and	stronger.	
	
II.	The	Response	of	Faith	(v4-6)	
A.	Our	God	reigns.	
	
Habakkuk	2:20	But	the	Lord	is	in	his	holy	
temple;	let	all	the	earth	keep	silence	before	him.”	
Isaiah	66:1	&	2	Thus	says	the	Lord:	“Heaven	is	
my	throne,	and	the	earth	is	my	footstool;	what	is	
the	house	that	you	would	build	for	me,	and	what	
is	the	place	of	my	rest?	2	All	these	things	my	
hand	has	made,	and	so	all	these	things	came	to	
be,	declares	the	Lord.	But	this	is	the	one	to	whom	
I	will	look:	he	who	is	humble	and	contrite	in	
spirit	and	trembles	at	my	word.	
Ephesians	2:19–22	So	then	you	are	no	longer	
strangers	and	aliens,	but	you	are	fellow	citizens	
with	the	saints	and	members	of	the	household	of	
God,	20	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	
and	prophets,	Christ	Jesus	himself	being	the	
cornerstone,	21	in	whom	the	whole	structure,	
being	joined	together,	grows	into	a	holy	temple	
in	the	Lord.	22	In	him	you	also	are	being	built	
together	into	a	dwelling	place	for	God	by	the	
Spirit.	
	
B.	Our	God	is	omniscient.	
	
Exodus	3:7	Then	the	Lord	said,	“I	have	surely	
seen	the	affliction	of	my	people	who	are	in	Egypt	
and	have	heard	their	cry	because	of	their	
taskmasters.	I	know	their	sufferings,	

Isaiah	53:3	&	4	He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	
men;	a	man	of	sorrows,	and	acquainted	with	
grief;	and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	
faces	he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.	
4	Surely	he	has	borne	our	griefs	and	carried	our	
sorrows;	yet	we	esteemed	him	stricken,	smitten	
by	God,	and	afflicted.	
Hebrews	4:14–16	Since	then	we	have	a	great	
high	priest	who	has	passed	through	the	heavens,	
Jesus,	the	Son	of	God,	let	us	hold	fast	our	
confession.	15	For	we	do	not	have	a	high	priest	
who	is	unable	to	sympathize	with	our	
weaknesses,	but	one	who	in	every	respect	has	
been	tempted	as	we	are,	yet	without	sin.	16	Let	
us	then	with	confidence	draw	near	to	the	throne	
of	grace,	that	we	may	receive	mercy	and	find	
grace	to	help	in	time	of	need.	
Matthew	10:29–31	Are	not	two	sparrows	sold	
for	a	penny?	And	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	the	
ground	apart	from	your	Father.	30	But	even	the	
hairs	of	your	head	are	all	numbered.	31	Fear	not,	
therefore;	you	are	of	more	value	than	many	
sparrows.	
	
C.	Our	God	is	sovereign.	
	
2	Corinthians	4:7–11	But	we	have	this	treasure	
in	jars	of	clay,	to	show	that	the	surpassing	power	
belongs	to	God	and	not	to	us.	8	We	are	afflicted	
in	every	way,	but	not	crushed;	perplexed,	but	not	
driven	to	despair;	9	persecuted,	but	not	
forsaken;	struck	down,	but	not	destroyed;	10	
always	carrying	in	the	body	the	death	of	Jesus,	so	
that	the	life	of	Jesus	may	also	be	manifested	in	
our	bodies.	11	For	we	who	live	are	always	being	
given	over	to	death	for	Jesus’	sake,	so	that	the	life	
of	Jesus	also	may	be	manifested	in	our	mortal	
flesh.	
Hebrews	12:10	For	they	disciplined	us	for	a	
short	time	as	it	seemed	best	to	them,	but	he	
disciplines	us	for	our	good,	that	we	may	share	
his	holiness.	
Hebrews	12:5–8	And	have	you	forgotten	the	
exhortation	that	addresses	you	as	sons?	“My	son,	
do	not	regard	lightly	the	discipline	of	the	Lord,	
nor	be	weary	when	reproved	by	him.	6	For	the	
Lord	disciplines	the	one	he	loves,	and	chastises	
every	son	whom	he	receives.”	7	It	is	for	
discipline	that	you	have	to	endure.	God	is	
treating	you	as	sons.	For	what	son	is	there	whom	
his	father	does	not	discipline?	8	If	you	are	left	



without	discipline,	in	which	all	have	participated,	
then	you	are	illegitimate	children	and	not	sons.	
Psalm	76:10	Surely	the	wrath	of	man	shall	praise	
you;	the	remnant	of	wrath	you	will	put	on	like	a	
belt.	
Psalm	7:11	God	is	a	righteous	judge,	and	a	God	
who	feels	indignation	every	day.	
Romans	1:21–25	For	although	they	knew	God,	
they	did	not	honor	him	as	God	or	give	thanks	to	
him,	but	they	became	futile	in	their	thinking,	and	
their	foolish	hearts	were	darkened.	22	Claiming	
to	be	wise,	they	became	fools,	23	and	exchanged	
the	glory	of	the	immortal	God	for	images	
resembling	mortal	man	and	birds	and	animals	
and	creeping	things.	24	Therefore	God	gave	them	
up	in	the	lusts	of	their	hearts	to	impurity,	to	the	
dishonoring	of	their	bodies	among	themselves,	
25	because	they	exchanged	the	truth	about	God	
for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	
rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	forever!	
Amen.	
	
D.	Our	God	is	the	judge.	
	
Hebrews	12:28	&	29	Therefore	let	us	be	grateful	
for	receiving	a	kingdom	that	cannot	be	shaken,	
and	thus	let	us	offer	to	God	acceptable	worship,	
with	reverence	and	awe,	29	for	our	God	is	a	
consuming	fire.	
Revelation	20:11–15	Then	I	saw	a	great	white	
throne	and	him	who	was	seated	on	it.	From	his	
presence	earth	and	sky	fled	away,	and	no	place	
was	found	for	them.	12	And	I	saw	the	dead,	great	
and	small,	standing	before	the	throne,	and	books	
were	opened.	Then	another	book	was	opened,	
which	is	the	book	of	life.	And	the	dead	were	
judged	by	what	was	written	in	the	books,	
according	to	what	they	had	done.	13	And	the	sea	
gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	it,	Death	and	
Hades	gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	them,	and	
they	were	judged,	each	one	of	them,	according	to	
what	they	had	done.	14	Then	Death	and	Hades	
were	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.	This	is	the	
second	death,	the	lake	of	fire.	15	And	if	anyone’s	
name	was	not	found	written	in	the	book	of	life,	
he	was	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.	
	
III.	The	Result	In	Perserverance	(v7)	
A.	The	Lord	is	righteous.	
	

Deuteronomy	32:3	&	4	For	I	will	proclaim	the	
name	of	the	Lord;	ascribe	greatness	to	our	God!	4	
“The	Rock,	his	work	is	perfect,	for	all	his	ways	
are	justice.	A	God	of	faithfulness	and	without	
iniquity,	just	and	upright	is	he.	
Psalm	19:7–9	The	law	of	the	Lord	is	perfect,	
reviving	the	soul;	the	testimony	of	the	Lord	is	
sure,	making	wise	the	simple;	8	the	precepts	of	
the	Lord	are	right,	rejoicing	the	heart;	the	
commandment	of	the	Lord	is	pure,	enlightening	
the	eyes;	9	the	fear	of	the	Lord	is	clean,	enduring	
forever;	the	rules	of	the	Lord	are	true,	and	
righteous	altogether.	
	
B.	The	Lord	takes	notice	of	our	righteousness.	
	
Isaiah	64:6	We	have	all	become	like	one	who	is	
unclean,	and	all	our	righteous	deeds	are	like	a	
polluted	garment.	We	all	fade	like	a	leaf,	and	our	
iniquities,	like	the	wind,	take	us	away.	
Romans	4:3–5	For	what	does	the	Scripture	say?	
“Abraham	believed	God,	and	it	was	counted	to	
him	as	righteousness.”	4	Now	to	the	one	who	
works,	his	wages	are	not	counted	as	a	gift	but	as	
his	due.	5	And	to	the	one	who	does	not	work	but	
believes	in	him	who	justifies	the	ungodly,	his	
faith	is	counted	as	righteousness,	
James	2:21–24	Was	not	Abraham	our	father	
justified	by	works	when	he	offered	up	his	son	
Isaac	on	the	altar?	22	You	see	that	faith	was	
active	along	with	his	works,	and	faith	was	
completed	by	his	works;	23	and	the	Scripture	
was	fulfilled	that	says,	“Abraham	believed	God,	
and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	righteousness”—
and	he	was	called	a	friend	of	God.	24	You	see	that	
a	person	is	justified	by	works	and	not	by	faith	
alone.	
	
C.	The	Lord	rewards	perserverance.	
	
Numbers	6:24–26	The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	
you;	25	the	Lord	make	his	face	to	shine	upon	you	
and	be	gracious	to	you;	26	the	Lord	lift	up	his	
countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.	
Psalm	17:15	As	for	me,	I	shall	behold	your	face	in	
righteousness;	when	I	awake,	I	shall	be	satisfied	
with	your	likeness.	


