
REVELATION – SERMON 6 
 

EPHESUS – A LABOURING CHURCH 
 

Revelation 2:1-7 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• What if it were possible to have a spiritual scan, to determine our 

spiritual condition?  
 
• Imagine if a church were able to receive a spiritual check up, all with 

a report from the Great Physician, outlining the areas that are in 
good condition, as well as the points of ill-heath, and giving a 
prescription to remedy the problem. 

 
• That is essentially what these seven letters to the churches of Asia 

minor are; Christ examines each church and gives them a report on 
what He sees. 

 
• We are so blessed to have in our possession each of these letters, 

not so that we can merely look back with a historical view, but that 
we can learn and understand what Christ looks for in His churches 
today; what pleases Him, and what grieves Him. 

 
• There is a definite pattern in the structure of these seven letters. 
 Salutation 
 Glorious title and description of Christ that befitting each church 
 Christ’s knowledge of the church 
 Commendation (except Laodecia) 
 Reproof (except Smyrna and Philadelphia) 
 Exhortation 
 Promise to the overcomer 

 
• There also seems to be a chiastic pattern in the ordering of the 

seven churches, in the conditions, the warnings and the promises 
 
 
 



Conditions 
 
Ephesus  A. Outwardly flourishing but loveless (2:4) 
Smyrna    B. Faithful against the synagogue of Satan (2:9) 
Pergamos    C. Doctrines of Balaam and Nicolaitans (2:14-15) 
Thyatira      D. Sufferest Jezebel (2:20) 
Sardis     C'. Dead and much defiled (3:1,4) 
Philadelphia  B'. Faithful against the synagogue of Satan (3:9) 
Laodicea  A'. Outwardly flourishing but lukewarm (3:16) 
 
Warnings 
 
Ephesus  A. I will remove thy candlestick (2:5) 
Smyrna    B. No warning 
Pergamos    C. I will come unto thee quickly and will fight (2:16) 
Thyatira      D. I will kill her children (2:23) 
Sardis     C'. I will come on thee as a thief (3:3) 
Philadelphia  B'. No warning 
Laodicea  A'. I will spue thee out of my mouth (3:16) 
 
Promises 
 
Ephesus  A. To eat of the tree of life in paradise (2:7) 
Smyrna    B. Crown of life, unhurt by second death (2:10-11) 
Pergamos    C. Hidden manna, white stone, new name (2:17) 
Thyatira      D. Power over nations, morning star (2:26-28) 
Sardis     C'. White raiment, name in book of life (3:5) 
Philadelphia  B'. Retained crown, a pillar in the temple (3:11-12) 
Laodicea  A'. Sup with Christ, sit with him in his throne (3:20-21) 
 
• Ephesus lay at the intersection of two ancient major overland routes. 

It was an important seaport city of the Roman province of Asia.  
 
• Ephesus was famous for its Temple of Artemis (Diana in Latin), 130 

metres long by 65 wide with each of its 120 columns donated by a 
king, one of the seven wonders of the world (Acts 19) 

 
• Their religion also included the imperial cult (emperor worship) and 

various temples were built to emperors Claudius, Hadrian, and 
Severus. 



 
• Magic arts were popular in the city. Acts 19:19 records the Ephesian 

Christians burning their books of magic, valued at 50,000 pieces of 
silver. 

 
• Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books 

together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the 
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. (Acts 
19:19) 

 
• There was great immorality associated with their paganism. Diana 

was a fertility goddess, and fornication formed an element of her 
worship; the temple priestesses were essentially prostitutes.  

 
• Furthermore, the temple was regarded as a sanctuary or place of 

asylum to which criminals could flee to for refuge, and be legally 
protected from prosecution. As a result, the city became a haunt for 
all sorts of criminals. 

 
• Paul evangelised there on his first missionary journey, and then 

used it as a base of operations for at least three years (Acts 18:19-
21; 19:8-10; 20:31 1 Corinthians 16:8). Apollos preached there; 
Aquila and Priscilla ministered there; Timothy pastored there (1 
Timothy 1:3), as had the Apostle John. 
 

• Paul’s epistle to the church at Ephesus (written from Rome during 
his first imprisonment) is one of great spiritual depth. 

 
• The prominence of this church is reflected in its being the possible 

recipient of as many as eight NT books: the gospel of John, 
Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation. 
Besides, Paul was ministering in Ephesus at the time he wrote 1 
Corinthians. 

 
• While this church had a serious and vital problem in that they had 

left their first love, they were nevertheless outstanding in their labour, 
their perseverance and their orthodoxy.  

 
Christ’s commendation of them shows us three praiseworthy 
characteristics of a church: 



 
I. SERVING FAITHFULLY 
 

A. Their works 
 

1. This statement is made to each church, showing the Lord’s 
intimate knowledge of them 

 
2. The word erga means the whole of life and conduct 

 
3. Forty years after its inception, this church was still busy in the 

Lord’s service 
 

4. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) 

 
B. Their labour 

 
1. This Greek word, kopon, indicates excessive toil that 

produces weariness; it is also translated “trouble” and 
“weariness” 

 
2. Paul described his ministry as one of “weariness and 

painfulness” (2 Corinthians 11:27) 
 

C. The church is called to labour and work for the kingdom’s sake 
 

1. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works (Ephesians 
2:10) 

 
2. Christ expects us to bring forth fruit. (John 15:16) 

 
3. We are to be always abounding in the work of the Lord (1 

Corinthians 15:58) 
 

4. Pastors are to labour in the word and doctrine (1 Timothy 
5:17) 

 



5. The pastors and teachers are responsible for equipping the 
saints for the work of the ministry  (Ephesians 4:11-12) 

 
6. God will not forget your work and labour of love (Hebrews 

6:10) 
 

7. Only at death we may rest from our labours (Revelation 
14:13) 

 
D. Labour for His name’s sake 

 
1. Many labour in an attempt to justify themselves before God 

 
2. Many are hypocrites who perform their religious works for 

their own glory  (Matthew 6:2,5,16) 
 

3. Everything the Christian does must be done in the name of 
the Lord Jesus  (Colossians 3:17) 

 
4. In His name means according to His character 

 
II. SUFFERING WITH FORTITUDE 
 

A. Their patience 
 

1. This refers to persevering endurance 
 

2. They had suffered for their faith, but patiently endured it 
 

3. Those who name the name of Christ “shall be hated of all 
men for my name's sake” (Matthew 5:11; 10:22) 

 
B. “And hast borne” 

 
1. We are to bear the cross (Luke 14:27) 

 
2. We are to bear His reproach (Hebrews 13:13) 

 
3. We are to bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2) 

 



4. Charity beareth all things (1 Corinthians 13:7) 
 

C. Not fainted 
 

1. Believers are to persevere and not grow weary (Isaiah 40:31; 
Galatians 6:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:13) 
 

2. The Christian life is to be run with patience (Hebrews 12:1-3) 
 

3. Patient perseverance is evidence of true faith (Luke 8:15; 
Hebrews 3:14) 

 
III. STRIVING AGASINT FALSEHOOD 
 

A. Separated from those who are evil 
 

1. They bore suffering and one another, but they refused to bear 
the workers of evil. 

 
2. The church must have zero tolerance for evil, and remove it 

when it appears (1 Corinthians 5:5,7) 
 

3. Few churches today practise discipline according to the New 
Testament 

 
B. Testing all teaching by the word of God 

 
1. John was the sole remaining apostle  

 
2. False apostles were a threat to the early churches (2 

Corinthians 11:12-15) 
 

3. Paul had previously warned the Ephesians of the grievous 
wolves that would enter in among them (Acts 20:28-31) 

 
4. False teachers often promote themselves – they “say they 

are apostles” (cf. 2:20) 
 

5. Unless we are firmly grounded in Scripture, we will be led 
astray by error (Matthew 24:24) 



 
6. Christ is pleased when we “search the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11) 
 

7. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:21) 

 
8. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 

they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world.” (1 John 4:1) 

 
9. False teachers are to be marked and avoided (Romans 

16:17) 
 

C. A godly hatred of sin and error 
 

1. Little is known about the Nicolaitans 
 

a. One view is that it was an antinomian sect founded by 
Nicanor (Acts 6:5) who was an apostate 

 
b. It seems to be linked with the doctrine of Balaam in 

Revelation 2:14-15 
 

c. Another view comes from their name which means 
“conquer” (nikao) “people” (laos) – they established a 
priestly hierarchy that dominated the laity 

 
d. This is contrary to the Scripture’s teaching of the 

priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6) 
 

2. Those who love the truth must also hate error 
 

a. Jesus “loved righteousness and hated iniquity” (Hebrews 
1:9) 

 
b. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalm 97:10) 

 
c. We must “hate every false way” (Psalm 119:128) 

 



d. “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13) 
 

e. “Abhor that which is evil” (Romans 12:9) 
 

3. If you truly love something, you will hate its opposite 
 

4. We should hate those things that God hates (cf. 2 Chronicles 
19:2) 

 
5. Note that it is the “deeds” (2:6) and “doctrine” (2:15) of the 

Nicolaitans that are hated, not the people themselves 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1 The city of Ephesus was a very wicked place, yet it was possible for 

a church to be established there and flourish 
 
2 The success of a church is not dependent upon the condition of the 

city, but upon its reliance upon the builder, Jesus Christ 
 
3 The Lord’s work requires labourers, but the labourers are few 

(Matthew 9:37-38) 
 
4 Are you one of the Lord’s labourers, zealous of good works? (Titus 

2:14) 
 
5 The devil is infiltrating destroying churches on a large scale because 

they are Biblically illiterate and tolerant of error. 
 
6 What is your attitude towards error? 
 
7 Do you tolerate it, or do you hate it as Christ does? 


