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Let’s turn to the scriptures, remembering that scriptures are “profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Our primary 
scripture is Leviticus 18:21, but let’s first understand the context of that verse from the 
beginning of the chapter. This is the Word of God. 
 

Leviticus 18:1-5 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God. 3 After the doings of the land of 
Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, 
whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 4 Ye shall 
do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your 
God.5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he 
shall live in them: I am the LORD. 

 
In this chapter, God speaks through Moses to the Israelites, God’s chosen people. He reminds 
them who is speaking to them: the “I am”, “the LORD”, and “your God” is repeated twice and 
the statement in these verses is signed and sealed with a final reminder: “I am the LORD”. It is 
that God who commands his people. He is the only one they should pay attention to. He says, 
“Don’t do what the Egyptians and Canaanites do. Don’t follow their laws. My laws and my 
judgments are what you are to live by because I am the LORD your (only) God.” Later on, again 
through Moses, God would sum up his command. 
 

Deuteronomy 5:6-7 6 I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 7 Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 

 
The God commands in Leviticus is the God that freed the Israelites from bondage. And that was 
not just bondage to Pharaoh, but it was bondage to Pharaoh’s “little-g” gods: the idols and 
idolatry of Egypt. God commands “none other gods” because he wants his people to remain free 
from sin and idols and idolatry lead to all kinds of sins. Now, let’s read our main verse. 
 
Leviticus 18:21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to 
Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. 
 
Leviticus 18:21a And thou shalt not let any of thy seed… 
 
What or who is the seed? 
 
Webster’s 1828 on Seed: “Progeny; offspring; children; descendants; as the seed of Abraham; the 
seed of David. In this sense, the word is applied to one person, or to any number collectively, and admits 
of the plural form; but rarely used in the plural.” 
 
And let’s look at a few scriptures from Genesis to make certain that we understand “seed” as 
expressed by God through Moses in Leviticus 18. 
 
To Satan: 

Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 
To Noah and his sons: 

Genesis 9:9 9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 
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To Abram (Abraham): 
Genesis 13:15-16 15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 

 
“Seed”, used in Genesis and Leviticus (and elsewhere) is the Hebrew word “zera”, and in context, 
it has the same meaning as Webster’s definition. It means, in short, “children”; the fruit of the 
womb that are produced from God’s people. 
 
Leviticus 18:21b And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech… 
 
What or who is Molech? 
 

Jeremiah 32:35 And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto 
Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they 
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 

 
It seems that Molech is somehow connected to Baal, a “little-g” god; an idol. Molech was the 
chief “little-g” god and idol of the Ammonites, represented with a bull’s head on a man’s body 
with outstretched hands above a sacrificial altar of fire. So awful was the practice of sacrifice to 
Molech that God says, “It never even came into my mind that they (Israel or Judah) would do 
something like this sin.” 
 
What does it mean to pass through the fire? 
 

Deuteronomy 12:31 Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination 
to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and 
their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods. 

 
Ezekiel 23:36-39 36 The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah 
(Samaria) and Aholibah? (Jerusalem) yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37 That 
they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they 
committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass 
for them through the fire, to devour them. 38 Moreover this they have done unto me: they 
have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. 39 For when they 
had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to 
profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house. 

 
To pass a child through the fire was to burn a child in the fire as a sacrifice to Molech. There is 
some argument among theologians and commentors about whether the children were murdered 
(burnt up) or if the children were harmed (burned) as part of this sacrificial act.  
 
Matthew Henry comments: “They have committed the most barbarous murders, in sacrificing their 
children to Moloch, a sin so unnatural that they deserve to hear of it upon all occasions: Blood is in their 
hands, innocent blood, the blood of their own children, which they have caused to pass through the fire, 
not that they might be dedicated to the idols, but that they might be devoured, a sign that they loved their 
idols better than that which was dearest to them in the world”.  
 
In either case, this act of child sacrifice, whether murdered or harmed, was repeatedly 
condemned as an “abomination” to God and it was punishable by death and banishment. 
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Leviticus 20:1-5 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Again, thou shalt say to the 
children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that 
sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to 
death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 And I will set my face against that 
man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of his seed unto 
Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name. 4 And if the people of 
the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto 
Molech, and kill him not: 5 Then I will set my face against that man, and against his 
family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit 
whoredom with Molech, from among their people. 
 

Not only was the man who gave his children to Molech condemned (1-4), but so were those who 
tolerated the abominable act of child sacrifice (5). They too would be cut off from their people. 

 
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be 
found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a 
charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all that do 
these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations 
the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with 
the LORD thy God. 14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of 
times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to 
do.  

 
Why should we care about an ancient Ammonite “little-g” god and idol? Do God’s 
commandments to the Israelites, like this one about passing children through the fire to Molech, 
apply to us today? Yes. While we aren’t encountering actual Baal shrines and Molech idols these 
days, we are constantly encountering the abominations of the nations, the modern Ammonites 
that surround us. The principle expressed in God’s moral law is still applicable: “You shall not 
sacrifice your children to idols”. Remember, brethren, who we are:  
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
We, the “chosen”, “royal”, “holy”, “peculiar”, “people of God” are the “Israel of God” (Galatians 
6:16), a spiritual nation existing among all earthly nations. Peter would later in that same 
chapter call us “strangers and pilgrims”. The principles of God’s moral law, revealed in the Old 
Testament and reinforced in the New Testament, apply to us today. And, in-case you disagree 
with that statement, here’s Jesus on the subject.  
 

Matthew 5:17-19 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
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Mark 12:28-34 28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, 
and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of 
all? 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord 
our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31 And the 
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast 
said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 And to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love 
his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34 And 
when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 
 

Those Old Testament principles regarding how we ought to treat our children, how we ought to 
reject idolatry, and how we ought to reverence God, are wrapped up in the first and second great 
commandments to love God and neighbor. Jesus was the fulfillment of the law and prophets. He 
exemplified those principles in words and actions, and he expects us to do the same. Those who 
are in the kingdom of God obey the King. He knows that with obedience comes freedom. 
 

John 8:31-36 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in 
bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abideth 
not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed. 

 
This is where we will pause for a moment and consider what the modern Ammonites are 
worshipping today. Remember, we are a nation within a nation. No king but King Jesus and no 
sovereign but the Sovereign God. Here’s just a few things going on in our earthly nation. 
 

• A North Carolina teacher uses “Progress Pride Flag Rainbow Families Flash Cards”, 
depicting a white couple with a pregnant man, to teach preschoolers colors. (5/27/2022) 

• A Wisconsin middle school has filed a federal Title IX sexual harassment suit against 
three 8th grade boys who refused to use “they/them” pronouns with a girl who identifies 
as “non-binary”. (5/14/2022) 

• An Oregon school district has installed tampon dispensers in boys’ and girls’ bathrooms 
pursuant to the “Menstrual Dignity Act” passed in their legislature last year. (5/4/2022) 

• President Biden, speaking to the 2022 national and state teachers of the year, stated, 
“You’ve heard me say it many times about our children, but it’s true: They’re all our 
children…” and “The reason you’re the teachers of the year is because you recognize 
that…they’re not somebody else’s children. They’re like yours when they’re in the 
classroom.” (4/29/2022) 

• 64,187,178 babies have been “legally” aborted since 1973. (6/11/2022) 
 

We could go on and on and on, but let’s not. We’d only become more and more uncomfortable, 
more and more sickened, by what we’d learn is happening to children across our nation. We live 
in a nation where the children are constantly being passed through the fire, where the children 
are being sacrificed to idols: idols of self, idols of ideology, idols of power, greed, and control. 
And, without a doubt, God’s people, or at least those who call themselves Christians, are often 
complicit in the sins of idolatry that surround them.   
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The 2021 PEERS trend chart indicates that 90+% of Christian children are being instructed (or 
perhaps we should say “indoctrinated”) in either traditional Christian schools (10-12%) or public 
schools (80-85%) and over 30 years’ time have degraded from a moderate Christian worldview 
to an entirely secular worldview, with public school children dropping, for the first time, into a 
fully socialistic worldview in 2021. The average time a child spends in public school is around 
14,000 hours from Kindergarten through High School. Comparatively, the average time a child 
spends in church or church-related activities is 1,325 hours in the same timeframe. And before 
the homeschoolers get all uppity about the qualities of your methods and your progeny, let me 
remind you that the PEERS results place your children squarely in the moderate Christian, not 
the Biblical theism, category. It is only Biblical worldview Christian schools that produce 
students who consistently think according to Biblical theism. 
 
I’ll ask the obvious question, “Why are Christian parents sending their children to those 
schools?” They are passing their children through the fire to the modern Molech. Why? Because 
they refuse to follow God’s commandments as they should. Because they don’t love God or their 
neighbor (their children) as they should. Because they have become Ammonites (idolaters) in 
word and deed while trying to keep the name “Israel of God” hanging on their doors. 
 
How then can we (and by “we” I mean “we the congregation of God; the church”) stop the 
sacrifice of the children to the modern Molechs?  
 
We must abandon our connections to the idolaters. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 
If we abandon our connections to the idolaters, we must replace those connections with those of 
like doctrine and practice, and what better place to do that than in the community of believers 
known as the church? 
 
We must teach our children what God commands. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up. 
 
Psalms 78:2-8 2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3 Which 
we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their 
children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his 
strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 5 For he established a testimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make 
them known to their children: 6 That the generation to come might know them, even 
the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their 
children: 7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments: 8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not 
stedfast with God. 
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Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 
If we are to teach our children what God commands, we must know what God commands. 
Parents, grandparents, and teachers are responsible to God for what they teach the children. 
They are accountable to know the scriptures and to teach only according to the scriptures. No 
other standard can be substituted. Fathers are accountable to God to enforce the standard. 
 
We must bring our children to Jesus Christ. 

Mark 10:13-16 13 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his 
disciples rebuked those that brought them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 16 And he took them up in his arms, put 
his hands upon them, and blessed them. 

 
If we are to bring our children to Jesus Christ, we must know Jesus Christ and know that those 
who teach our children know Jesus Christ. Not only Jesus (savior) but Christ (king).  
 
We must be courageous, trust in the Lord God, and fight to defend our families. 

Nehemiah 4:14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to 
the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and 
terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses. 

 
Nehemiah sets the foundation of our fight: “remember the Lord”. We can’t fight without the 
warrior king Jesus Christ leading the way. He is the head of the church. No non-profit, 
parachurch, organization is equipped to go into war like the church. The statement, “and the 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against it” only belongs to the church of Jesus Christ.  
 
We must build and produce as God’s people in-spite of the idolatrous culture surrounding us. 

Jeremiah 29:5-6 5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit 
of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, 
and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye 
may be increased there, and not diminished. 

 
We must build new, definitively Christian, homes, businesses, and schools as we “save ourselves 
from this untoward generation” of Ammonite idolaters. We must have a generational plan to fill 
the land with families who proclaim Jesus Christ as savior and king in all aspects of their lives. 
We must increase, for the idolaters culture of death will absolutely lead to their decrease. 
 
There is much more to say about these solutions and perhaps we will expound upon them later, 
but let’s suffice it say that we must first humbly pray for forgiveness and repent of these sins of 
idolatry individually and congregationally before any true changes can be made. 
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 


