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1 Peter 2:5b ...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God: which had not obtained mercy , but now have obtained mercy .  
 
In part 1, we learned what a priest is, what the roles of the Aaronic and Levitical priests were, 
and how we are similar to the Levitical priests in our priesthood in service to Jesus Christ. 
 
In part 2, we will learn what it means to be both a holy and a royal priesthood and how that 
differs from the Aaronic and Levitical priesthood. 
 
...an holy priesthood... 
 
Recall our previous study of holiness in 1 Peter 1. 
 

1 Peter 1:15-16 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; 16 Because it is written , Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 
Holy (Greek hagios): sacred (physically pure morally blameless or religious ceremonially 
consecrated): - (most) holy (one thing) saint.  
 
Royal (Greek basileios): kingly (in nature) 
 
...a royal priesthood... 
 
Recall the previous sermon’s scriptures in Revelation. 
 

Revelation 1:5b-6 Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 
And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Revelation 5:9-10 And they sung a new song, saying , Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain , and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.  

 
We (those that are “loved”, “washed”, and “redeemed”) are made kings and priests unto God 
through Jesus Christ.  
 
John Gill (on Revelation 5:10): The saints are made "kings" by Christ; they are so now; they have 
received a kingdom of grace, which cannot be taken away; and they have the power of kings over 
sin, Satan, and the world, and all their enemies; and they live and fare like kings, and are 
clothed like them, in rich apparel, the righteousness of Christ; and are attended as kings, angels 
being their lifeguards; and they will appear much more so hereafter, when they shall reign on 
earth with Christ a thousand years, shall sit upon the same throne, and have a crown of life and 
righteousness given them, and at last be introduced into the kingdom of glory. And they become such 
by being the sons of God, which power and privilege they receive from Christ, and so are 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with him, and by being united to him.   
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John Gill (on Revelation 5:10) continued: And he also makes them "priests" to offer up the 
spiritual sacrifices of prayer and praise, and those of a broken heart, and of a contrite spirit, 
and even their souls and bodies, as a holy, living, and acceptable sacrifice unto God, by 
anointing and sanctifying them by his Spirit: and they are made such by him. 
 
Melchizedek is the first individual called both a king and a priest of God in Genesis. 
 

Genesis 14:18-20 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and 
he was the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said , Blessed be Abram 
of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And blessed be the most high God, which 
hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.  

 
To understand the difference between the Aaronical and Levitical priesthoods and the high 
priesthood of Jesus Christ and our priesthood, we must understand the high priesthood of 
Melchizedek, who was typical of a royal priest. To do that, we must study in Hebrews 5-7. 
 

Hebrews 5:1-10 1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 Who can have compassion 
on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with 
infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 
4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 5 
So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou 
art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art 
a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he 
had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to 
save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the 
order of Melchisedec.  

 
Jesus Christ is a high priest forever and his order is of Melchisedec, not Aaron. The Hebrew 
writer is referencing Psalm 110. 
 

Psalm 110 1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies. 3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of 
holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 4 The LORD hath 
sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 
5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 6 He shall judge 
among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over 
many countries. 7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head. 

 
A high priest of Melchizedek’s order is both high priest and ruler as he sits at the right hand of 
the Lord Jehovah. 
 

Hebrews 6:17-20 17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise 
the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in 
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; 20 Whither the forerunner is 
for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 
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Like Melchizedek refreshing Abram with bread and wine, we are refreshed by our high priest 
through the “consolation”, “refuge”, and “hope” in our royal high priest, Jesus Christ, who now 
mediates for us within the vail, that is, within the heavenly realm which we hope for but do not 
see. 
 

Hebrews 7:1-3 1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, 
who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 2 To whom also 
Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after 
that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 3 Without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; 
abideth a priest continually.  

 
Like Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is “king of righteousness”. 
 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. 6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

 
Like Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is “king of peace”. 
 

Romans 5:1-2 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 
1 Peter 2:10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: 
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
That peace comes by faith and hope in God’s grace and mercy through Jesus Christ. 
 
Like Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is a royal high priest. 
 

Zechariah 6:12-13 12 And speak unto him, saying , Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying , 
Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall 
build the temple of the LORD: 13 Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear 
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his 
throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 

 
Hebrews 7:4-10 4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch 
Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. 5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who 
receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to 
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: 6 But he whose 
descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the 
promises. 7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 8 And here 
men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth . 9 
And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. 10 For he 
was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.  

 
Like Abraham and Levi to Melchizedek, we owe not just a tenth, but everything to Jesus Christ.  
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…to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 
We are called as priests to offer spiritual sacrifices and physical sacrifices, both of which are 
acceptable to God by his grace and mercy through Jesus Christ. We will return to self-sacrifice in 
part three of this lesson. 
 

Hebrews 7:11-23 11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the 
people received the law ,) what further need was there that another priest should rise 
after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 12 For the 
priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 13 For he of 
whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude 
of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made , not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 17 For he testifieth, Thou 
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 18 For there is verily a disannulling of 
the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 19 For the law 
made nothing perfect , but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God. 20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 21 (For those 
priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The 
Lord sware and will not repent , Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec:) 22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.  

 
God through Jesus Christ brought about a change of the law. He changed from temporary and 
typical Aaronic and Levitical priesthood to the everlasting royal priesthood like unto 
Melchizedek’s. Judah is the tribe from which Jesus came. Judah is the royal tribe of David who 
was never called to the priesthood in the law. But through Jesus and his sacrifice we have a new 
and better law (testament). 
 

Hebrews 7:23-28 23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: 24 But this man, because he continueth ever , hath an 
unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such 
an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not daily , as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when 
he offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the 
word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for 
evermore. 

 
Although Melchizedek was only typical of Jesus Christ, the writer summarizes the difference 
between the order of Melchizedek, the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ, and the Aaronic 
priesthood (which was holy but not royal).  
 

1. Aaron and his sons died and did not continue (23).  
2. Jesus Christ died and continued by his resurrection and reigns forever (24). 
3. Aaron and his sons could not sacrifice enough to save either themselves or the people 

from sins (27). 
4. Jesus Christ was sinless and had to sacrifice himself only once (27). 
5. Aaron and his sons were infirm (imperfect), but Jesus Christ is consecrated (perfect) for 

ever (28). 


