
Hopewell ARP Midweek Sermon, Wednesday, June 15, 2022   

Being Given up to Sin As a Judgment upon Sin  

Romans 1:24–32 

24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor 
their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all 
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, 
violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment 
of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same 
but also approve of those who practice them. 

Main idea: All sin is “unfitting” (v28), so when man refuses to glorify God or give thanks, 
God gives them up to what is least fitting as a witness that all sin is that way at its core. 

Introduction: In vv18–23 we learned the fact that God’s wrath is revealed, and the reason 
why… God-less worship that results in God-less hearts of ingratitude and irrationality.  

1.  Righteous Wrath: “giving them up” (3x) 
a. “Gave them up” #1: lusts of their hearts (v24). Self-defiling of bodies through lust that 

comes from self-defiling of souls through idolatry. To trade the ever-blessed God for the 
lie (v25)  is to defile one’s soul! 

b. “Gave them up” #2: vile passions (v26a). Not only bondage to lusts, but now unnatural 
lusts (v26b). Homosexual “passions” (desire/emotions, v26) and “burnings” (inflamed, 
v27) and “lust” (desire/longing, v27) … together with subsequent actions… “use” 
(function, v26,27) and “committing” (product/action, v27—men who were supposed to 
produce image-bearers instead produce shamefulness) … are a necessary penalty of 
shamefulness by which sinners ought to “realize that they are naked”  

c. “Gave them up” #3: debased mind (v28a). Once the dam of resisting homosexuality 
breaks, the floodwaters of all manner of self-destructive, society-destructive, irrational 
(not fitting, v28b) sin breaks through. When the list in vv29–31 becomes not only 
common but “approved” (tolerated/consented, v32), max judgment has been attained. 
The heart, the will, and now even the mind have been completely corrupted. All 21 are 
stated in a way that identifies a particular person with a particular sin. This does not come 
through ignorance, but through willful suppression of the truth (v32a) just as in vv18–20 

2. Mercy: why God endures such vessels of wrath. 
a. God wants to make known His wrath (v18) in order to make known His righteousness for 

sinners through faith in Jesus (v17, cf. 3:21–24, 9:22–24) 
b. God wants more to make known the riches of His glory by mercy  
c. This mercy comes by His calling  
d. This calling results in restored sensibility about sin 

Conclusion: Why not just destroy everyone, as the flood and Sodom and this chapter make 
plain would be a righteous thing to do? Mercy! The point of God’s ongoing endurance with 
such sin is mercy. Turn from sin, believe, and worship Him rightly! 



 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient 
with—transcribing errors. If there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are 
invited to listen to the audio recording referenced above) 

Romans 1. We have as our portion this evening versus 24 through 32. These are the words of God. Therefore 
God also gave them up to uncleanness and the lusts of their hearts to dishonor their bodies among 
themselves who exchanged the truth of God for the lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator. 
 
Who is blessed forever? Amen. For this reason. God gave them up to vile, passions. For even their women 
exchanged, the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men leaving the natural use of the 
woman burned in their lust. For one another men, with men Committing. What is shameful and receiving in 
themselves? 
 
The penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a debased mind to do those things which are not fitting. Being filled with all 
unrighteousness. Sexual immorality wickedness, covetousness. Maliciousness full of envy. Murder strife, 
deceit. 
 
Evil mindedness. They are whispers backbiters haters of God. Violent proud boasters, inventors of evil things 
disobedient, to parents on. Deserting on trustworthy, on loving unforgiving, on merciful, who knowing the 
righteous judgment of God that those who practice, such things are, deserving of death, not only do the 
same but also approve of those who practice them. 
 
So far the reading of God's inspired and inherent toward Well, it's been two weeks since we were in verses 
18, through 23. And basically to summarize we learned that God's wrath is revealed against all the 
unrighteousness of men, and we learned the reason why. That man refused to glorify God or give. 
 
Thanks and worshiping the creature. Then they exchanged the glory of God for the creature. And so Godless 
worship produce, produces God less hearts of ingratitude and irrationality professing to be wise. They 
became fools and their hearts. We're darkened and now verse 24 begins. Therefore God also gave them up 
and we find this in three different places in our passage. 
 
God gave them up to uncleanness in the loss of their hearts verse 24. God gave them up to vile. Passions 
verse 26, and then God gave them up or God gave them over to a debased mind and verse 28. And so this is 
the righteous wrath of God. There is an appropriateness of the punishment here. 
 
We have that appropriateness or that propriety several places in our passage, but you can hear it for 
instance, in verse 28, even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge. God gave them over to a 
debased mind. So we have lusts of the hearts, especially affections in verse 24 and 25 and then we have 
actions and passions that issue in actions and the use of the will in verse 26 and 27 and then the mind in 
verse 28 that is to say that he gives them over to their own sin in all of the faculties of the soul, the thinking, 
and the feeling and the choosing the righteous wrath of God, then is revealed. 
 
And of course, the emphasis on the fact that the wrath is righteous is one of the things that through our 
brother Martin Luther for a loop because he had just read of course, that the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith and to faith. And he thought that the righteousness of God, until he came to 
understood. 
 
That faith was an instrument by, which God's righteousness is counted for us. He thought that it meant that 
believers, understand how angry God is with sin and he thought therefore there was no hope for himself 
until the Lord helped him, see the role of faith there. So, the first God gave them up here is, God gave them 
up, too vile. 
 
Sorry, God gave them up to uncleanness in the lusts of their hearts. So they they have the desire of the heart 
that is unclean and God gives them. According to what they desire. This is a removal of restraint. This is 
similar to his hardening Pharaoh. God did not make Pharaoh worse than he was. 
 



He made Pharaoh more of what he was and and God gave them up to uncleanness in the loss of their hearts 
to dishonor, their bodies among themselves. And so because they had dishonored their souls through 
idolatry. And they have these these desires of the heart and dependencies of the heart and devotion of the 
heart. 
 
Now that is given to things other than God at a man conversation with a man just today and he had 
overheard me, say the word chapel as I was dictating a text to my wife and he said are you a pastor? And I 
said yes and he said, I'm not religious. 
 
That was a very strange initial inquiry and then response. And so I started to ask him, is there anything that 
you are devoted to? Is there anything you delight in? Is there anything you depend upon? Well, then you are 
religious. It's just those things are your religion And so these the giving of the heart in its dependence and 
devotion and delight to something other than God has defiled has dishonored the soul, It's taken, the soul 
that was made for God, and for which God is perfectly and gloriously suited, and you too have a soul that 
was made for God, and God has designed your soul, so that he is well suited to it, that you may glorify him 
and enjoy him and Psalm 63. 
 
There's wonderful verse. I think it's verse 5 that describes the souls satisfaction with God as with marrow and 
fatness. And then, in the next part of the verse offers, praise. It's what we are made for to enjoy him and to 
glorify Him. It's not a 17th. Century Presbyterian, theological invention. 
 
It is the way God created us and that for which he has redeemed us. Well, depending on being devoted to 
and delighting in something. Other than God has defiled. The soul has dishonored the soul and so God gives 
them over to uncleanness that their bodies would be dishonored as well. 
 
Why? Because they exchanged the truth of God that we were made to depend upon him and be devoted to 
him and delight in him for the lie that we could be like God not made in His image. But the original lie, Some 
translations miss that, the definite article is there and says the truth of God for a lie. 
 
But there's an initial great lie to which this verse is referring and that is the lie. That Satan tells the woman 
and deceives her that she could be made. Like God, Of course, Adam was not deceived. He was all too happy 
with the idea of being dependent upon himself, and devoted to himself and delighting in himself. 
 
And so it is that exchange of the truth for the lie and worshiping and serving the creature rather than the 
Creator that has defiled, the soul. God is blessed forever and that's the apostle writes. The reason why it is so 
counter creational contrary to God's design for us that we would depend upon and be devoted to and 
delight in ourselves. 
 
He says, God is blessed forever and he has to throw in as it were an amen. The benediction spoken about our 
God couldn't pass without the agreement of his soul and does not your soul. Or does your soul agree with 
the amen? When you hear God has blessed forever. 
 
He is all of my dependence. He is all of my purpose. He is all of my pleasure and you you hear God has 
blessed forever. And even in the midst of arguing, against the wickedness of these whom God gives them up. 
He has to throw in their the amen. 
 
God indeed is blessed forever For this reason. Now, in the second place, God gave them up to vile. Passions 
for even their women exchanged, the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also, the men leaving 
the natural use of the woman burned in their lust. For one another, these vile passions are vile in and of 
themselves. 
 
Their contrary not only to special revelation and the Word of God. God, creating marriage and defining it and 
showing the one man. The one woman that he had made from her and Jesus gives authoritative 
interpretation in places like Matthew 19. Therefore the two become one flesh. It says they shall become one 
flesh and Genesis chapter 2 but Jesus authoritatively interprets it as. 
 



But there's a progression from the first gave them up to the lust of their hearts, which is against special 
revelation to the second gave them up to their vile passions. It's also against general revelation. There is a 
greater heinousness and the sin of homosexuality over against other perversions other sexual sins. 
 
It is worse than adultery. It is worse than fornication. The Lord refers to it here as a vile passion. Increasing 
intensifying the language from the uncleanness and lusts that he had previously described. And then giving 
reason because he had built into nature that it is obvious, that this is that this is wicked, and that this is sinful. 
 
If we have lost the ability to be offended and disgusted in a special way at this sin, It is an indication. Not that 
the sin is somehow on a level with other sexual sin, but that we are not conformed to the Word of God. For 
this reason, God gave them up to Vile Passions. 
 
For even their women exchanged, the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men leaving 
the natural use of the woman burned in their lust. For one another Men with men committing and the verb. 
That's translated. Committing here is a verb that has, as its most ordinary sense producing. 
 
They producing shamelessness or New King James has committing. What is shameful but the language is 
reminiscent of the necessity of being fruitful and multiplying and man could not be fruitful and multiply by 
himself and God said it was not good for the man to be alone and it would not have been any better for the 
man to be multiplied with any more men because the not goodness of his being alone was answered not by 
the production of another man, but by the creation of the woman and it is the man and the woman who are 
made in the image of God. 
 
In Genesis chapter 1, and those two are the ones who are told to be fruitful and multiply man was supposed 
to produce, image-bearers of God. But when God gives man up to his sin, Instead of producing image 
bearers, he produces shamelessness produces that which is shameful the word there. 
 
Also related to those opening chapters of Genesis coming from the idea of exposure or nakedness. And if 
you're familiar with the way, the Lord describes much, many different sorts of sins of perversion, He often 
just describes it as an uncovering of nakedness and exposure. A production of that which is shameful. 
 
I am sorry to say that I have heard many who even go by the title reformed or Presbyterian. Pastor give a 
answer on the question of homosexuality that makes it sound like it is just one sexual sin among many, But 
here and Romans chapter 1 expounding upon Genesis 1 through 3 which are in the background of this. 
 
Entire passage the Holy Spirit himself. Singles it out these sins that he gives us up to and we're about to have 
a list of 21 more. It's not like this is the only one, but this is a signal one SIG, and a l1. It is a sin. That is so 
counterrational. 
 
So disgusting to those whose consciences are not seared. So offensive, both the special and general 
revelation that it is what God gives a person or a nation over to when he is. Exposing how corrupt the soul 
has become in opposition to the truth. And in opposition to God. And that's now what he moves on to show 
in the third part here. 
 
Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind to do 
those things which are not fitting and then he gives us this list and we're actually going to come back to the 
list next week, there was even just trying to give a few words of description and an application to each of 
these 21 was not something that we could have done today. 
 
But what he gives them over to here are things that are not describing now those believers who are still 
struggling with sin but it's describing those whose very identity is in the sin. Notice you have five things in the 
first list. Beginning in verse 29, being filled with all and then you have four more things about the middle of 
verse 29, full of and then starting with whisperers and to the end of the list, you have 12 more things. 
 
Now that are not describing the sin, but the sinner in terms of the sin. In other words, it belongs to someone 
who's outside of Christ to be identified with His sin. And here's identified with his sin because he is, he has a 
debased mind. Homosexuality in particular shows, what we would all be if God completely let go of of all 
restraint upon our sin, the quest the question, why does someone end up like that? 



 
Is because he is a child of Adam and he has sinned in Adam and fallen in Adam, and it is the same answer for. 
Why does someone end up being violent or proud or disobedient? To parents. Oh, dear children. When you 
receive a command from your mom or your dad, Is there not a new life in you? 
 
From Jesus, that fights against that disobedience to parents war. Do you hear with a desire immediately to 
do That? Which you have been forbidden or not to do that, which you have been commanded? So that 
there's no real fight within you over whether you want to sin, only if figuring out of how you can get away 
with it. 
 
Anyway, we were going to leave that for next week, But you see how he describes here? The condition of a 
sinner outside of Christ. The reason we need the righteousness of God, not having any of our own to be 
counted for us. And even if even if we could be counted righteous, we still don't have any righteousness of 
our own to be worked out in us. 
 
The righteousness of God is given to us from faith to faith by faith from start to finish. And that's the point, 
isn't it? That's why we have This teaching from the Holy Spirit and the apostle by the Holy Spirit on how God 
gives us up to our sin if we do not know him. 
 
If we do not acknowledge Him and glorify Him and give thanks to Him, Why does God endure such vessels of 
wrath If we really are? So vile as described in verses 29 through 31, and if as an example, or a signal, a display 
of how vile it is to be a sinner, God even gives people up even to a sin like homosexuality, why does he put up 
with us at all? 
 
Why does he not just wipe us out? But hasn't he Did he not do that at the flood and what was the point of 
the flood? It was not so much to bring the in judgment, the sins of the nations upon. Then if that were the 
only purpose or if that were the primary purpose, God would have broughten into humanity, right away. 
 
Peter tells us that God knows how to punish the wicked, but preserve those. Whom he is saving, and that's 
the point within the book of Romans as well. Isn't it Isn't the reason that we begin hearing in verse 18, that 
the wrath of God is revealed against all the unrighteousness and ungodliness of men isn't the reason. 
 
So that we will understand when he talks about the righteousness of God being revealed, that is through 
faith. God wants to make known his wrath in order to make known that he gives righteousness instead of 
wrath to sinners through faith in Jesus Christ. And so he is going to continue. 
 
Describing the revealing of the wrath of God, until we get to chapter 3 and verse 21, and he's going to say 
then. But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all. 
 
And on all who believe for there is no difference For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. That is 
for all have pushed down on the truth and unrighteousness. And exchanged, the glory of God, who has 
blessed forever, exchanged the truth for the lie, and the Creator for the creature. 
 
Indeed in chapter 9, in chapter 9, he says, what? If God wanting to show his wrath and to make his power 
known? Endured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath prepared for destruction. So it is right for him to 
show his wrath. It is right for him to give the center over to his sinfulness and then immediately to to for all 
and then immediately all of the destruction from the glory of God that second Thessalonians. 
 
I think it's the second Thessalonians one. Now I'm, it's either first or second Thessalonians. The first chapter 
second Thessalonians because of the righteousness of God to punish those who are persecuting you, it 
would have been right for God to to pour out all of the burning fury from his glory and his presence upon 
them forever immediately as He will do at the judgment for all who come to the judgment outside of Christ. 
 
But he endures with much long-suffering Romans 9:22 vessels of wrath prepared to destruction that he 
might make known the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which he had prepared beforehand for glory. 
Even us whom he called And so God does want to make known his wrath And he teaches us here about his 
wrath and we should see in especially our culture. 



 
Right now? This month, it's called pride month which is not badly named. If they hit just called it 
homosexuality month. Well, that wouldn't have satisfied most of their or much of their alphabet soup of 
perversions, but it is at bottom pride month, isn't it? Man. Given over to his sin, knowing the righteous 
judgment of God, that those who do such things deserve death. 
 
And there in verse 32, it's talking about all 22 sins. And so, we have taken the sin that God, that God gives 
men over to to show the sinfulness of all of our sins. And we now have a month to celebrate it. And I think 
we'll see when we come to think about all of the different sorts of sin. 
 
That expose a debased mind. When we come to consider that next week. Lord willing that we really are 
proud of all of these things or many of these. Most of these things in our culture and in many cases, God 
have mercy even in the churches. So God does want to make his wrath known, but he wants to make his 
mercy known more. 
 
He displays the riches of his glory in that mercy. And what he says in that small section in verses 22 through 
24 of chapter 9 is really how this passage is functioning in chapters 1 through 3 that we would understand 
the depravity of man and what God would have been right to give us all up to. 
 
He would have been right to give every one of you up to the sin described in this passage, so that you and I 
whom he restrained from some of these sins. I wish we could say all of them, but I doubt, we'll any of us will 
say that. By the time we, we finished next week, you and I who he is. 
 
Restrained from some of these sins. He's shown infinitely, more grace, and bringing us to repentance and 
faith in Jesus Christ. And through faith, in Jesus Christ to be counted righteous before God. And to actually 
have the righteous righteousness and life of Jesus worked out in us. We in us who deserved these things. 
 
And so God makes the riches of his glory known by calling Jews. And Gentiles he says, in verse 24 of chapter 
9 and what happens when he calls us and He gives us faith in Jesus Christ. And he makes us to know that God 
is all of our power and all of our purpose and all of our pleasure in Jesus. 
 
Then we get that renewed mind do not be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. And then when it's pride month, We look at it and we say truly It is pride month 
and may God deliver us all from our pride from celebrating and worshiping the creature rather than the 
Creator. 
 
Why didn't God just destroy everyone? As this chapter makes plain would have been a righteous thing to do 
and the flood reminds us would have been a righteous thing to do. But he was saving. Noah, and Sodom 
reminds us. Would have been a righteous thing to do but he was saving light. 
 
Why? Not? Just destroy everyone because God is enduring sin and sinners in order to show the mercy of His 
salvation in Jesus. So that we would be able to see how richly glorious. He truly is God, grant that we would 
all be repenting from our sin and believing in Jesus and worshiping the ever blessed God, the creator rather 
than the creature. 
 
Oh man. Spray. 
 
Our Father in heaven was a rather simple word, not that complex. And yet Lord we have remaining sin and 
we live in an age in which it is very countercultural. Very counter church cultural. We are selves are still 
recovering in the renewing of our minds. And so we pray that you would make us to view your mercies in the 
Gospel and that, by your mercies, you would make us to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, not conformed, 
to the world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds. 
 
So that our minds and hearts are thoughts and feelings and wills would be bent on knowing you and serving 
you granted. We pray through Jesus. Amen. 


