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Because of the awesomeness of God and the imminent return of Christ believers have a 

great responsibility to continue to live fully for the Lord. 

I. Timothy (and each of us) is to strongly contend for the faith. (v. 12a) 

Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made 

about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a 

good conscience… (1 Timothy 1:18-19a) 

 

II. We are to cling to the gift of salvation we have been given and hold a consistent 

testimony to our faith. (v. 12b) 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 

it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who 

believes in him will never be put to shame.” (Romans 10:9-11) 

 

I have come so that they may have life, and may have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 

My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. (NLT) 

 

III. Paul most solemnly commands Timothy (and us) to perform the responsibilities God 

has given in a manner that cannot be criticized. (v. 13-14a) 

 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of 

the Jews?” 

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What 

is it you have done?” 

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 

arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the 

world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. (John 18:33-38a) 

 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer (1 Timothy 1:3) 

 



I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions 

without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism. (1 Timothy 5:21) 

 

Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the 

obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else. (2 Corinthians 9:13) 

 
 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 

their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 

lose or forfeit their very self? Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy 

angels. (Luke 9:23-26) 

 

IV. This charge remains in place until the divinely appointed return of Jesus. (v. 14b-15) 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the 

day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 

proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 

kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 

speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:1-11) 

 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 

to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That 

day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 

heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells. 

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:10-14) 

 



And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 

unashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28) 

 

V. Paul closes his charge with a doxology of praise and worship. (v. 15b-16) 

They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord 

of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.” 

(Revelation 17:14) 

 
 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 

Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on 

his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He 

is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven 

were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  Coming 

out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them 

with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his 

robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Revelation 19:11-16) 

 

For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 

who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. (Deuteronomy 10:17) 

 
 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 

the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light… (John 21:22-24a) 

 

Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 

And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim 

my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 

have compassion on whom I will have compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for 

no one may see me and live.” 

Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory 

passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed 

by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” 

(Exodus 30:19-23) 

 

No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 

relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John 1:18) 

 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 



reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-19) 

 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do 

know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 

do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me… (John 14:6-11) 

 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 

we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 


