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I. The significance of baptism 
 

 A. Death, burial and resurrection 

Luk 12:50  But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!  
 

Rom 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  

Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 

 B. To rise to walk in newness of life 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 

 C. To put on Christ 

Gal 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
 

 D. To be surrounded with the Holy Ghost 

Act 1:5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  
 

Act 2:2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 

sitting.  

Act 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  

Act 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost… 
 

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 

and brethren, what shall we do?  

Act 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

Act 2:39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 

call.  
 

 E. To wash away sins 

Act 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.  
 

 F. The answer of a good conscience 

1Pe 3:21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 

answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  
 

 G. The entry into the church 

Act 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 

thousand souls.  

Act 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 

II. Rebaptism 

 A. ‘Re-baptism’ is a scriptural concept 

Act 19:1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to 

Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  

Act 19:2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so 

much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  

Act 19:3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.  

Act 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe 

on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  

Act 19:5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
 

 B. Requirements for scriptural baptism 

 1. The proper mode of baptism is immersion (baptismo means to dip in water) 



Act 8:38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 

and he baptized him.  

Act 8:39  And when they were come up out of the water...  
 

  2. The proper candidate for baptism 

   a. The one baptized must be a believer in Jesus Christ 

Act 8:36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 

hinder me to be baptized?  

Act 8:37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God.  
 

  b. The one baptized is to have become a disciple of Jesus Christ 

Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost:  
 

  c. The one baptized needs to be one who is repentant 

Mat 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of 

vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  

Mat 3:8  Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  
 

  3. The one doing the baptizing needs to have proper authority to baptize 

Joh 1:6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
 

Joh 1:33  ...he that sent me to baptize with water...  
 

Mat 3:13  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  
 

Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them...  
 

Act 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 

whereunto I have called them.  

Act 13:3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.  
 

1Ti 3:15  ...the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.  
 

Rev 2:5  ...or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  
 

 C. We have no Bible test to know if a previous baptism is valid—So we rebaptize all 

 

III. Communion 

 A. Communion was originally for the twelve 

Mat 26:20  Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.  
 

 B. Communion was later for the church (based on the individual’s decision to join) 

Act 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 

thousand souls.  

Act 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 

 C. The Bible declares that divisions and heresies can invalidate communion 

1Co 11:17  Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.  

1Co 11:18  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe 

it.  

1Co 11:19  For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.  

1Co 11:20  When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.  
 

 —Grounds that make denomination divisions are likewise ‘common-union’ distinctions 

 —Few believe in God’s sovereignty—Jesus’ success—and the Spirit’s independence 
 

 D. The Bible declares that it is a serious thing to partake of communion unworthily 

1Co 11:26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.  

1Co 11:27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 

and blood of the Lord.  

1Co 11:28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  

1Co 11:29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 

body.  

1Co 11:30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  

1Co 11:31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  
 

 —In one sense—if we think we are worthy—then we are probably unworthy 

 —It is wrong to partake without understanding the Lord’s death—and the Lord’s body 



 —God’s judgment in these things had caused some to be sick—and some to die 
  

 E. We are to preach to the world—but not to declare ‘common-union’ with the world 

1Co 5:9  I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:  

1Co 5:10  Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then 

must ye needs go out of the world.  

1Co 5:11  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 

covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.  
 

Rom 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 

have learned; and avoid them.  
 

2Th 3:14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be 

ashamed.  

2Th 3:15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.  
 

 F. We are not above sin—Nor better than others—Nor do we mean to be bigots 

   —We simply claim a ‘common-union’ in believing in salvation by grace alone 
 

IV. Feet washing 

 A. Jesus’ institution of the feet washing service 

Joh 13:1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this 

world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.  

Joh 13:2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;  

Joh 13:3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;  

Joh 13:4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.  

Joh 13:5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 

wherewith he was girded.  

Joh 13:6  Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  

Joh 13:7  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  

Joh 13:8  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 

me.  

Joh 13:9  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.  

Joh 13:10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but 

not all.  

Joh 13:11  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.  

Joh 13:12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye 

what I have done to you?  

Joh 13:13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  

Joh 13:14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  

Joh 13:15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  

Joh 13:16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 

him.  

Joh 13:17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
 

 B. Other times in the Bible where one person washed another person’s feet 

1Sa 25:41  And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to 

wash the feet of the servants of my lord.  
 

Luk 7:37  And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, 

brought an alabaster box of ointment,  

Luk 7:38  And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of 

her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.  
 

1Ti 5:10  Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed 

the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.  


