
These Things -- That You Sin Not 

(June 8, 2018) 
 
 

Remember deception: 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,            
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is               
transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be                  
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

Note: The status of salvation -- saved/unsaved -- determines the application/interpretation of these             
verses. The interpretation hinges on whether we are searching for a relationship (salvation) or              
fellowship (walk).  Union or communion (fellowship) 

Negative and positive format: 
● Foundation: 1 John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare                 

unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
● God is the pure light (truth from verse 6) -- satan is pure darkness -- mixture (the war zone) 
● We are going to talk about our walk and fellowship -- that does not mean that we are the                   

light or we are to be like the light -- we are to choose the walking path  
● Negative warning: 1 John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in                 

darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
● Remember: This letter is about fellowship among believers -- it is about us -- it is about                 

“do” 
● We lie:  To ourselves; to others; to God -- this is a visible walk 

● Positive assurance: 1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have                     
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
● If we have Jesus, if we walk in the light, then we have fellowship, then we have full joy 
● The blood:   The beginning point is “believe” -- we are cleansed “from all sin” 
● John 13:8    . . . . . . If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  
● John 13:10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is                   

clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 

● Negative fact -- clarification: 1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,                   
and the truth is not in us.   
● A claim of sinlessness/self-righteousness is self deception -- our invisible walk 
● This is pointing to the sin of unbelief (union) or walk (communion) 
● If we have refused/denied verse 7 -- “we deceive ourselves” and “the truth is not in us” 
● Who is the truth -- John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no                     

man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (Again, union or communion) 
● Positive assurance: 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us                    

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
● Repeat of verse 7 -- the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” 
● Much interpretation as to application -- unbelievers or believers -- a distinction between             

“sin” and “sins” 
● Negative warning: 1 John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and                   

his word is not in us. 
● Strong language about verse 8 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and                 

the truth is not in us” -- we make Him (God) a liar 
● Unbelievers -- Jesus is not is us 
● Believers -- examine ourselves; examine our walk; we cannot rationalize; deny or justify             

sin, but when we do sin just confess 



 
The bumper sticker:   “Christians are forgiven, not perfect;”  

● Striving:   “But, they’re striving for holiness.”  

 
“These things” #2: 1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.                    

And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is                    
the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

● “These things #1:    1 John 1:4    “that your joy may be full” 
● The focus:   John is now back to a focus on fellowship. 
● 1 John 1-5  gives several guidelines for the believers.  The impossible goal for the believer is to 

not sin  
● But, if -- Advocate/lawyer/propitiation (satisfactory payment): Courtroom setting with an          

Accuser (satan), advocate (Jesus), judge (Father) and the accused (believer)-- Jesus is there at all               
times saying on our behalf “I paid the price” 

● We never need to be afraid of the accuser -- we have Jesus on our side continuously 
● “for the sins of the whole world”:   As discussed in 1 John 1:5-10  above -- all is available to all 

Knowing/assurance: 1 John 2:3-6 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his                 
commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and                 
the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:                     
hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to                     
walk, even as he walked. 
● We know God -- not just about Him: Self-examination of union then communion. Notice the               

phrase “And hereby” interpreted as “ And by this we may be sure” -- used twice (verse 3; 5) 
● Positive assurance (verse 3): First sign we know Him is “keep his commandments”: “Our want               

tos change” -- we become someone new -- we have new desires 
● 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are                  

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
● We cannot know God by trying to keep the commandments -- by knowing God we begin                

keeping His commandments  
● Negative warning (verse 4): “keepeth not his commandments” -- self-examination -- union or             

communion 
● Positive assurance (verse 5):   Second sign we know Him is we “keepeth his word”: 

● Produces knowledge;  perfects our love;  lets us know we are in Him 
● Positive assurance/negative warning (verse 6): Third sign is abide/rest/remain in Him is            

recognized by our walk -- fellowship  
● Beginning of “abide” used over ten times in 1 John 
● John 15:4    Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 

abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

Conclusion:   Self-examination of who you are believer (communion) or unbeliever (union) 
determines the interpretation of 1 John 

Remember:   If you are pointed toward God and something is nipping at your heels -- it is satan 
                            If you are pointed toward the world and something is nipping at your heels -- it is God 

 


